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ON THE COVER
The billboard was donated for a year by Clear 

Channel Outdoor. It is located on Highway 71B 
in Waldron, across from the Farmers Co-Op.

Joel and Cody’s family, Waldron City Officials, the 
Scott County Sheriff’s Department, and members 
of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission were 
in attendance for the unveiling of the billboard.

Thank you Clear Channel for 
honoring these heroes.

Our Heroes
Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 

Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora

Photos courtesy of the AGFC
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Message FroM The PresidenT

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to this issue of the Arkansas 
Wildlife Officers Magazine. This particular issue is very 

special to the AWOA and wildlife officers across the state. 
This issue is a tribute to the heroes we lost on May 31, 2013. 
One was Cody Carpenter, Scott County Sheriff. The other 
was one of our own, Joel Campora, wildlife officer in Scott 
County. These two brave men answered a regular call of 
service on that May evening, neither one knowing it would 
be their last. They made the ultimate sacrifice serving the 
public, just as they swore to do by oath.

As most of you know who read the magazine, Joel was 
the treasurer for the AWOA. What you may not know is that 
Joel was a great husband, father, son, officer, friend and most 
importantly, child of GOD. Joel’s relationship with GOD 
and his passion of being a game warden were both strong 
enough to move mountains. Those of us that knew him saw 
it, and he will be truly missed by all of us that he touched.

Psalm 112:6 Those who are righteous will be long remembered.
We cannot wear ourselves out wondering why this tragic 

event happened. We must move forward remembering these 
two men for what they stood for and the footprints they 
left in their communities. It is up to us to preserve their 
legacy and to follow their noble example of service.” They 
will be missed…

AWOA President Tracey Blake,  
Lonoke County Wildlife Officer

“Death spares none of us, but to die during an act of 
selflessness, in a righteous cause, is a well written ending 

among others possible and likely.”
– John Thomas, Lonoke County Wildlife Officer

Tracey Blake
President

Defensive Driving Instructor Training at ALETA – Summer of 2012 
Lead Instructors for AGFC are WO 1st Class Tracey Blake and Cpl. Brad Young. 

Front Row (l-r): Lt. Mike Nast, Cpl. Clayton Rogers, Cpl. Brad Young, Lt. Floyd Harper, WO Clay Raborn, ALETA Instructors 
Robert Reeder, and Juan Reyes. Back Row (l-r): Sgt. Bobby Barger, Sgt. Brad Brewer, WO 1st Class Joel Campora, 

WO 1st Class Tracey Blake, Sgt. Nate Hellums, Cpl. Ryan Warner, and ALETA Instructor Dan Keithley.
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What Is A Hero?
By Mike Knoedl, Arkansas Game and Fish Director 

photos courtesy of AGFC

I was awakened by a phone call from Major Andy 
Tackett advising me that Wildlife Officer Joel 

Campora was missing after a swift-water rescue 
attempt of two stranded ladies. Much like everyone 
else, I assumed that Joel was somewhere hanging onto 
a tree or was safe on the bank, maybe just a little wet 
and cold, but definitely safe. Anyone that knew Joel 
quickly realized what a mountain of a man he was 
and physically strong, and if anyone was prepared 
for something like this, he was. My memory quickly 
flashed back to getting a similar call two years earlier 
when Sergeant Ben Sisk was swept away during a flash 
f lood on the Mulberry River. I traveled that night 
to the scene of Sergeant Sisk, and upon arrival was 
informed that he’d just come out of the woods, safe 
but suffering from slight hypothermia. My thoughts 
could only wonder to the same scenario playing out of 
the same situation Sergeant Sisk had been in.

As the Colonel of the Enforcement Division, 
I endured the loss of Sergeant Monty Carmikle, the off-duty death of 
Gary Robinson, the shooting of Matt Flowers and the West Memphis 
tragedy. I couldn’t possibly imagine in my lifetime having to deal 
with another tragedy and remained optimistic that Joel would be 
found, safe and sound. Upon arriving at the scene in Y-City early 
in the morning of May 31, 2013, with Colonel Jeff Crow, seeing 
the devastation that had occurred, compared to a liquid tornado, 

I quickly realized that the situation was much more serious than 
I had originally thought.

The next sequences of events were something that I will never 
forget. The call was put out that we had a brother missing and the 
response was swift with many officers already on the scene, searching 
for Joel. There were command centers, officers volunteering from 
all over the state and the collaboration with state, local, and federal 

law enforcement agencies was amazing to say the least. 
Most people will never understand the brotherhood 
that exists among all law enforcement officers. It 
doesn’t matter what color uniform you wear or who 
you work for, when a fellow brother is in trouble, they 
will come to your rescue.

As the day wore on, while still remaining optimistic 
that Joel would be found safe, in my heart I knew 
that the end result would probably not be what 
everyone wanted. The minutes ticked away and 
it seemed like hours when no word came from the 
search parties looking for Joel. The search was to 
resume on Saturday; it quickly became evident that 
Mother Nature wasn’t going to cooperate with us at 
all. While watching the faces of fellow wildlife officers 
who wanted to leave in a driving thunderstorm, with 
massive lightning, to continue their search, it broke 
my heart not to release them that morning to search; 
in fear for their safety. I know Joel understands why 

continued on 4
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WHAT IS A HERO? continued

ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

we had to call off the search that morning in fear of 
getting someone else injured in an effort to try to 
help him. Once again, the minutes ticked away, and 
seemed like hours, as Colonel Crow and I reported 
details of the search to Rebecca Campora and her 
family. Adding to this tragedy was the fact that one 
of Joel’s daughters’ birthday was that very Saturday. It 
was decided late that afternoon by Colonel Crow and 
me that this search had turned from a rescue mission 
to a recovery mission.

As daylight broke on Sunday morning, I advised 
Colonel Crow that I felt we would find Joel on this 
day. After all, I had promised Rebecca I wouldn’t leave 
until Joel was brought home. Around mid-morning, 
I was notified that our rescue team had located 
Joel’s body. I traveled to the scene to help recover 
his body and make sure that he was brought safely 
home. Much after this remains a haze to me to this 
day. There is nothing more difficult in this world than 
to have to tell someone’s wife and children that their husband and 
father will never come home again. Having worn the uniform and 
worked in the field for 20-plus-years, I know well the dangers that 
a Wildlife Officer faces each time he or she leaves home.

We lost two heroes during this tragic event and it seems like 
everything was fast-forwarded to Joel’s funeral the next Friday. I asked 
God to give me the wisdom and discernment to give this hero all the 
credit he deserved. Webster’s dictionary defines a hero as a person, 
typically a man, who is admired for his courage and noble qualities. 
My definition of a hero is a man who leaves the shelter and safety of 
his own home on a stormy, rainy night, launches a boat with no regard 
for his own personal safety, to attempt to rescue two people that 
he’d probably never even met. Rest assured that Joel never hesitated 

one second to attempt this rescue. Joel Campora in my mind is the 
definition of a true hero. I told myself there were three missions in 
front of me from the time this tragedy unfolded. One, bring Joel 
home. Two, honor him with a true hero’s ceremony. Three, take 
care of Becca and the kids from now on. That’s the least we can do, 
giving the sacrifice Joel made for us. I gave Becca and the girls my 
promise that day as Director to do just that.

John: 10:11, says “I am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep.” Joel did just that. The state has lost a hero 
and a great public servant. We all ask, “Why”? If you get an answer, 
know that you are only lying to yourself. Only God knows why and 
only when we are with him someday, will we be able to answer that 
question. Rest in peace, my brother. n
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Flash Flood Claims Enforcement Officers 
AGFC’s Campora  

‘Doing What He Was Trained To Do’
By Jeff Williams, Editor of the Arkansas Wildlife Magazine,  

an Arkansas Game and Fish Commission publication, September/October 2013 Edition 
Reprinted with permission; photos courtesy of Jeff Williams and the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

Mill Creek bends twice and is pinched 
by ridges as it rolls through Y City 

in Scott County. It’s a typical creek in the 
Ouachita Mountains — rocky, bucolic and 
usually peaceful.

But its banks couldn’t hold swelling water 
May 30-31, as eight inches of rain fell within 
12 hours.

Vivian Reimer, 65, and Regina “Kay” 
Shearn, 60, lived between the creek and the 
intersection of U.S. highways 71 and 270. 
At about 2 a.m., May 31, Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer First 
Class Joel Campora, 32, was called by the 
Scott County Sheriff ’s Department. The 
women’s house was inundated – they had to 
be rescued.

Campora met Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter, 41, and two deputies – D.J. Pyles 
and Chyenne King – as close to the house 
as floodwater would allow, about the length 
of a football field. In a downpour, Campora 
and Carpenter headed to the house in 
Campora’s 15-foot johnboat with a 25-horsepower motor.

Deputies lost sight of the boat, although they could make out 
a spotlight. Campora maneuvered to the downstream side of the 
house and kept the bow against the building, in hope of bringing 
the women aboard.

About 10 minutes into the rescue, deputies heard a crash and the 
spotlight disappeared. The house, boat and four people were gone. 
Helicopters, boats, canine units, horses and more than 200 local, state 
and federal officers and other personnel from several states would 
search for survivors during the next two and a half days.

Search Begins

Although there was hope the four survived, Carpenter’s body was 
found just after 8 a.m., about a mile downstream. Campora’s battered 
boat was spotted that afternoon, jammed in tree limbs.

Rain, rising water and lightning slowed rescue efforts June 1, 
although a local landowner found Shearn’s body at about 3:30 p.m., 
half a mile downstream of the U.S. Highway 71 bridge over the 
Fourche La Fave River.

Campora’s body was found about 9:30 a.m., June 2, about half 
a mile from Carpenter. He was wearing his AGFC-issued f loat 
coat. Reimer’s body was discovered about 2:45 p.m., 500 yards 
from Campora.

“Officers responded heroically,” Sebastian County Sheriff Bill 
Hollenbeck told reporters. “They stayed until the job was done and all 
the officers and citizens were found. I’m very proud of the response.”

As Campora’s body was on its way to the Arkansas State Crime 
Laboratory in Little Rock, grief spread through wildlife officers and 
other searchers at AGFC makeshift headquarters in Y City.

continued on 6

A flooded Mill Creek rolled cars, crumpled houses and left this shed stranded on rocks.
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AGFC’S CAMPORA ‘DOING WHAT HE WAS TRAINED TO DO’ continued

“I promised Rebecca (Campora’s wife) on Friday that we would 
bring him home,” AGFC Director Mike Knoedl told the gathering. 
“I had no doubt we would do just that.”

“He was the epitome of what a wildlife officer should be and he 
was doing what he was trained to do.”

Show of Support

That afternoon, several hundred people lined West Sixth Street in 
Waldron as Campora’s body arrived at Heritage Memorial Funeral 
Home. Across the street stands the high school football field – home 
of the Waldron Bulldogs – where Carpenter’s funeral was held June 
5, and Campora’s June 7, the day Gov. Mike Beebe ordered flags 
flown at half-staff for the officers.

A June 14 service was held for Reimer and Shearn in Waldron.
More than 1,000 people and officers from across the country 

attended Campora’s funeral at the field.
“Mission number one was to bring him home; we did that on 

Sunday,” Knoedl said. “Number two is to give him the true hero 
send-off. Number three is to take care of his family and kids.

“Never forget he was a hero. He was a true hero the other night 
– he and Sheriff Carpenter.”

“It’s such a celebration of what his life represented,” said AGFC 
Deputy Director Col. Jeff Crow.

Local Backgrounds

Campora, who grew up in Mena, has two children, Dacie Jayden 
and Bethany Faith. He attended Henderson State University, and 
worked with the Mena Police Department and the Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Office. He attended the Arkansas Law Enforcement 
Training Academy and became a wildlife officer in 2007. He was on 
the AGFC Dive Team and Disaster Response Team. Campora was 
named AGFC Wildlife Officer of the Year in August.

Carpenter grew up in 
Waldron. His widow, Amie 
Carpenter, was appointed 
Scott County sheriff June 
17 by the Scott County 
Quorum Court. She will 
serve through 2014 but 
will not be able to run for 
the office. The Carpenters 
have four children: Garren, 
C h r i s t i a n ,  D ou g l a s 
and Irelynn.

“They both loved 
their job — this is what 
each of them was born 
to do and both of them 
woke up every morning 
happy to go to work,” 
said Cpl. Brian Bailey, 
Campora’s colleague in 
Scott County.

Clear Channel Outdoor 
is sponsoring a billboard 
that honors Campora and 
Carpenter for one year. It was unveiled July 12 on U.S. Highway 71B 
in Waldron.

The first of five victims of the Y City flash flood died May 30 after 
her car was washed off U.S. Highway 71. When Cathy Byers, 40, of 
Dallas tried to leave the vehicle, she was swept under it and drowned, 
according to Arkansas State Police. She and her husband Jodie were 
traveling to the Wakarusa Music Festival in Franklin County.

 n

Joel Campora funeral in Waldron, Ark.
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Update: Sheriff Found 
Dead, Game Warden 
Still Missing in Scott 
County Flash Flooding

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013,  
Updated: May 31, 2013

Update (9:35 a.m.):

SCOTT COUNTY, AR — The body of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter has been 
found near Y City, according to law enforcement officials. The game warden, identified as 
Joel Campora, is still missing.

Original report (8:00 a.m.):

SCOTT COUNTY, AR — The sheriff and a game warden are reported missing in flash 
flooding in Scott County. 

That’s according to the Arkansas Department of Emergency Management.
At 2:30 this morning, the National Weather Service reported there was flash flooding 

in the Waldron area.
The NWS report stated that water covered many county roads and some people had 

become trapped in their homes and needed to be rescued.
KARK 4 News will have more information as soon as it becomes available.
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Scott County Sheriff Found Dead 
During Severe Flooding

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 9:23 a.m., May 31, 2013, by Leah Seiter, Alicia Agent,  

Katie Kormann and Meredith Baldwin, Updated on: 11:29 a.m., June 1, 2013

The search for Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and Fish 
Warden concluded after river boats pulled onto shore.

The body of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter was 
found around 8 a.m., Friday (May 31) after a major flooding 
event in Scott County, according to Arkansas Game and Fish 
spokesman Keith Stephens.

Law enforcement officials and volunteers with the Red 
Cross in Arkansas lined the road as Carpenter’s body was 
escorted back from where he was found.

Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and Fish game warden 
is still missing.

Officials believe Campora and Sheriff Carpenter were 
working together on rescue efforts at a home off Highway 
71 as storms moved in overnight.

“As they approached the residence, they noticed that 
flooding waters were rising rapidly and other deputies on 
scene heard a loud crash,” Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck, 
whose office is helping with the efforts, said Friday afternoon during 
a news conference.

Hollenbeck said the house imploded due to rising flood waters 
in Mill Creek. Carpenter’s body was found a mile downstream from 
a home where they received a 911 call.

“He was the best sheriff I’ve ever seen and that’s as far as I’ll go,” 
said Scott County Judge James Forbes.

The boat the two men used was found with all of its contents. 
The two women who were in the home that Sheriff Carpenter and 
Campora attempted to respond to are unaccounted for.

State Rep. Terry Rice, R-Ark., who’s known the sheriff ’s family 
for many years, says the Sheriff Carpenter was always eager to reach 
out to people their time of need.

“He wasn’t satisfied behind the desk, and that was Cody,” Rice 
said. “He’s hands on, and that’s what he was doing in the early 
morning hours this morning is trying to help people.”

U.S. Senator John Boozman, R-Ark., issued the following 
statement on the sheriff ’s passing: “Sheriff Carpenter, a dedicated 
public servant, gave his life trying to save those trapped by the terrible 
flooding in Western Arkansas. A leader who was never content sitting 
behind a desk, Sheriff Carpenter bravely put the safety of others 
before his own to protect those in harm’s way. My thoughts and 

prayers go out to his family and the community during this difficult 
time. We continue to pray for those missing as a result of the flooding. 
Please keep them and their families in your thoughts and prayers.”

Flags were lowered to half-staff in Waldron as the community 
mourned the loss of the sheriff.

Hollenbeck said Friday during an afternoon news conference 
that the body of one woman was found in her car. She has not 
been identified.

Lt. Col. Keith Moore with the Arkansas National Guard said 
a Blackhawk helicopter was deployed around 8 a.m. from Robinson 
Air Force Base in North Little Rock to Scott County to assist in the 
rescue mission.

More than 200 officers from Sebastian County Search and Rescue, 
Logan County, the Arkansas National Guard and Arkansas Game 
and Fish assisted in the search.

Friday evening, Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department officials announced Highway 28 is closed to traffic 
from Parks to the Yell County line. Highways 270 and 71 were 
reopened to traffic near Y City earlier that afternoon.

Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe declared Cross, Montgomery, 
Poinsett, Polk, Scott and Van Buren Counties state disaster areas 
due to damage caused by tornadoes, strong storms and flooding 
Friday. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued
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Two Dead, Three Missing 
In Scott County Floods

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
8:15 a.m. - May 31, 2013  /  Updated: 12:06 a.m. - June 01, 2013 

By Stacy Ryburn, sryburn@swtimes.com

Y CIT Y — T he body  of 
Scott County Sheriff Cody 

Carpenter was recovered, along 
with a woman’s body, and the 
search for three missing people, 
including an Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission wildlife officer, 
began Friday near Y City.

Keith Stephens, Game and Fish 
spokesperson, said Carpenter’s body 
was recovered Friday morning. The 
search for a missing Game and Fish 
wildlife officer, Joel Campora, and 
two women continues, authorities 
conf irmed in an a f ternoon 
news conference.

A ground search continued 
Friday until about 6 p.m., with 
other crews set to monitor weather 
and river levels throughout the 
night, Sebastian County Sheriff 
Bill Hollenbeck said. Ground 
search was set to resume at 8 a.m. 
Saturday.

Stephens told The Associated 
Press that Carpenter and Campora 
were in a boat checking on a home 
where two women lived in the 
Y City area after the Fourche 
LaFave River rose sharply.

“Other deputies heard a loud 
crash,” Hollenbeck said. “They 
thought that the bridge had 
actually collapsed. Looking into it 
further, the house had imploded as a direct result of rising waters 
from Mill Creek.”

Carpenter’s body was recovered about a mile downstream. 
Campora’s boat also was recovered Friday morning. Authorities 
declared the two women missing at an afternoon news conference.

Hollenbeck said the operation is considered a search-and-
rescue mission.

“There’s still hope, and I’m not going to give up hope until we 
learn something different,” said Hollenbeck.

Campora has served with the Game and Fish Commission since 
2007, Stephens said.

AGFC director Mike Knoedl described Campora as “the epitome 
of what a wildlife officer should be,” and said he was doing what he 
was trained to do.

“We’re still remaining optimistic about our officer,” he said. 
“I would ask everyone for their thoughts and prayers to be with 
wildlife officer Campora and his family.”

The body of a woman was also found in Scott County on Friday.
Linda Stuart with the Y City Volunteer Fire Department said the 

elderly woman whose body was found got out of her car on U.S. 71 
and floodwaters swept her underneath the car. Volunteer firefighters 
stretched out a ladder to rescue the woman’s husband, Stuart said.

Authorities have not released the woman’s name because her next 
of kin has not been notified of her death, Hollenbeck said.

Looking Ahead

Hollenbeck said more than 200 law enforcement personnel, 
including city, county, state and federal agencies, are assisting in 

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

WO Joel Lee Campora

Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter

continued on 10
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the search, including a National Guard helicopter and a Fort Smith 
Fire Department rescue boat.

The number of missing could increase, Hollenbeck said.
“We’ve found several vehicles so far that have been abandoned, 

which has now led us into a whole different direction of an 
investigative mode, trying to track down the people who are the 
registered owners,” he said.

The search will continue along a nearly 10-mile stretch downstream 
of Fourche LaFave River, as river levels rise and fall, revealing new 
areas to be investigated, Hollenbeck said.

The National Weather Service said heavy rainfall is predicted 
in the area until tonight. Gov. Mike Beebe on Friday declared six 
counties — Cross, Montgomery, Poinsett, Polk, Scott and Van Buren 
— disaster areas because of destruction caused by flooding, tornadoes 
and severe storms.

Additional agencies set out to scope the area as crews fatigued in 
the intense humidity and rugged terrain of the area.

“It’s so early on that as we continue on the search expands 
tremendously,” Hollenbeck said. “It’s manpower-intensive, but all 
these agencies are here for the long haul.” n

Sheriff Among Dead 
In Scott County Floods

Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Used with Permission, 2013 
By Staff and wire reports, this article was originally published May 31, 2013 at 8:13 a.m.,  

Updated May 31, 2013 at 1:36 p.m.

Scott County Sherif f Cody 
Carpenter is among those 

confirmed dead from overnight 
f looding, Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission spokesman Keith 
Stephens has said in an e-mail.

Arkansas State Police said 
there are “confirmed fatalities” in 
western Arkansas where Carpenter 
and a game warden disappeared 
in f loodwaters overnight, but 
spokesman Bill Sadler would 
not  s ay  how ma ny deat h s 
were confirmed.

Shortly after 1 p.m., authorities 
conf irmed at least two dead 
and at least three missing in the 
Y City area, according to the Associated Press. Among the dead are 
Carpenter and an unidentified woman whose body was found in her 
vehicle in Scott County.

Stephens and Sadler said Carpenter and the wildlife officer were 
in a boat checking on a home in the Y City area after the Fourche La 
Fave River rose sharply. The officer was still missing Friday afternoon.

A dispatcher with the Scott County sheriff ’s office said flooding 
is widespread and water rescues are under way in the county. The 
Arkansas Highway and Transportation Department reported 
flooding and heavy damage to Arkansas 28 near Parks.

Weather data show the river jumped 23 feet overnight to 26 feet 
at Gravelly, 24 miles downstream from Y City. A crest is expected 
Friday at 26.5 feet, 2½ feet above flood stage.

Gov. Mike Beebe has authorized the dispatch of an Arkansas 
National Guard helicopter to assist with search operations in Scott 
County, the governor’s office said via Twitter.

The National Weather Service says heavy rainfall is predicted in 
the area until Saturday night. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Two Dead, Three Missing In Scott County Floods continued

Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter

An Arkansas 28 bridge over Little Cedar Creek in 
Scott County on Friday. Photo by Andy Shupe.
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Update: Scott County Sheriff 
Drowns During Rescue, 
3 Others Still Missing

ABC 7 / KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted: May 31, 2013 9:18 a.m. CDT / Updated: May 31, 2013 6:23 p.m. CDT 

By Jason Pederson; Posted By Evan Hoffmeyer, Digital Executive Producer

Y CITY (KATV) — A daring rescue attempt 
left four dead, including Scott County Sheriff 

Cody Carpenter.
According to Keith Stevens with the Arkansas 

Game and Fish Commission, Sheriff Carpenter 
drowned during a rescue at Fourche LaFave River. 
A wildlife officer who accompanied Carpenter on 
the boat during the rescue is still missing and feared 
dead as well.

The rescue started Thursday night after the two 
women made a frantic 911 call around midnight 
saying rising waters had trapped them in a home near 
the intersection of Highways 71 and 270. That home 
is no longer there.

“Other deputies on scene heard a loud crash,” 
said Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck. 
“They thought that the bridge had actually crashed. 
Looking into it further, they discovered the house 
had imploded as a direct result of rising water from 
Mell Creek.”

As waters receded throughout the day Friday, 
Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found about a mile 
downstream from where the rescue attempt took 
place. Rescuers also found the motor, some debris, 
and contents from the boat but Wildlife Officer Joel 
Campora and the two women they were trying to save 
are still missing.

“All I can say is to ask everyone for their thoughts 
and prayers to be with the wildlife officer and his 
family,” said Game & Fish Director Mike Knoedl. 
“He was the epitome of what a wildlife officer should 
be and he was doing what he was trained to do 
[Thursday] night.”

More than 200 volunteers and rescue workers from the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission, Scott County Sheriff ’s Office, 

Arkansas State Police and Arkansas National Guard are helping 
with the search. A helicopter and cadaver dogs were also called in 
to help the search effort. n



12  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Update: Two Killed, Three Missing 
in Scott County Flash Flooding

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 / Updated: May 31, 2013

SCOTT COUNTY, AR — A search and recovery operation 
continues in Scott County after flash flooding claimed the lives 

of Sheriff Cody Carpenter and an unidentified woman early today. 
Three other people are still missing in the incident.

Carpenter, Arkansas Game & Fish Game Warden Joel Campora, 
along with some sheriff ’s deputies had answered a 911 call as 
f lood waters rose quickly on the Fourche La Fave River around 
a house overnight.

The details about what unfolded next were revealed this afternoon 
during a news conference (video attached) near the scene.

Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck told reporters that 

Carpenter and Campora were in a boat, both wearing life jackets, 
when they tried to make their way to the home surrounded by rising 
and rushing waters. Before the rescuers could reach the home, it 
imploded, sending debris everywhere, damaging their boat and 
tossing them into floodwaters.

The body of Sheriff Carpenter was found about a mile downstream 
shortly after eight o’clock this morning. Emergency crews also found 
the body of an unidentified woman inside a car.

An Arkansas National Guard helicopter is helping with the search, 
as well as officers from several sheriff ’s offices across the state and 
the Arkansas State Police. n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Woman’s Body Recovered from 
Scott County Floodwaters

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 1:15 p.m., May 31, 2013, by Alicia Agent / Updated on: 06:00 p.m., May 31, 2013

The body of a woman has been recovered in Scott County flood 
waters off Highway 71.

The woman was found in her car, Sebastian County Sheriff Bill 
Hollenbeck said during a news conference Friday afternoon (May 
31) in Boles. The woman’s husband was reportedly rescued from 
the vehicle.

Sheriff Hollenbeck said the woman’s identify will not be released 
yet, but that only two bodies have been found at this time. The 
body of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter was also found 
Friday morning, according to Arkansas Game and Fish spokesman 
Keith Stephens.

Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and Fish game warden is still 
missing along with two others.

Officials believe Campora and Sheriff Carpenter were working 
together on rescue efforts as storms moved in overnight. They 
responded to a 911 call at a flooded home. Sheriff Hollenbeck said 
crews are still looking for the two residents of that home.

Carpenter’s body was found a mile downstream from where 
they responded.

Friday evening, Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department officials announced Highway 28 is closed to traffic 

from Parks to the Yell County line. Highways 270 and 71 were 
reopened to traffic near Y City earlier that afternoon.

Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe declared Cross, Montgomery, 
Poinsett, Polk, Scott and Van Buren Counties state disaster areas 
due to damage caused by tornadoes, strong storms and flooding 
Friday. n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Search Resumes For Missing Game 
Warden, Scott County Woman

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 7:50 a.m., May 31, 2013, by Leah Seiter, Alicia Agent and 

Meredith Baldwin / Updated on: 10:00 p.m., June 1, 2013

The search has resumed for Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission wildlife officer, and an unidentified women 

who went missing Friday (May 31) during severe flooding in the 
Y City area of Scott County, after heavy rain forced the search to 
stop earlier Saturday.

Twelve teams have been formed to search the land around the 
swollen Fourche River, Sebastian County Investigation Phillip 
Pevehouse said in an update on the Sheriff ’s Department Facebook 
page Saturday around noon. K-9’s have been brought in to help with 
the search effort.

Boats are on standby to assist with the search, but they will not be 
deployed until river conditions allow, Pevehouse said. Aircrafts are 
also on standby. Pevehouse said a Blackhawk helicopter, provided by 
the Arkansas National Guard, will be deployed as conditions permit.

Heavy equipment, such as back-hoes and bulldozers have also 
been brought in to begin searching piles of debris, Pevehouse said.

“Area bridges have (been) assigned monitors to visually keep watch 
on the downstream flow,” Pevehouse said on Facebook.

According to the Sheriff ’s Department Facebook page, Scott 
County residents are providing support to the search efforts providing 
law enforcement with food and drinks. Red Cross Arkansas chapter 
is also on scene.

The search was delayed early Saturday more (June 1) as rain 
continued to pour in Scott County. Pevehouse said conditions were 
unsafe for searching for the missing at the time.

“Fort Smith Fire Department Swift Water Rescue Unit, Sebastian 
County Sheriff ’s Office, and the Scott County Road Department 
have been deployed in rescue operations for stranded motorist,” 
Pevehouse said. “This area is about 20 miles from the Y City area.”

Officials said they believe Wildlife Officer Campora was with 
Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter attempting to rescue two 
stranded women when high waters became too much.

Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found early Friday morning about 
a mile downstream from a home where they received a 911 call about 
rising waters, according Hollenbeck.

Saturday, a property owner found the body of a white female on his 
land about a half-mile south of the Fourche River Bridge and called 
911 at approximately 3:30 p.m., said an official with the Sebastian 
County Sheriff ’s office.

Authorities are not releasing the identity of the woman.
More than 100 officials searched the flood waters and swollen 

(Fourche) river.
Campora’s boat was also found Friday afternoon. Hollenbeck said 

there is still hope, even though Campora’s status is undetermined.
“He was the epitome of what a wildlife officer should be and he 

was doing what he was trained to do last night,” said Mike Knoedl 
with the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

Officials believe Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter were working together on rescue efforts as storms moved 
in overnight.

“As they approached the residence, they noticed that flooding 
waters were rising rapidly and other deputies on scene heard a loud 
crash,” Hollenbeck said.

Hollenbeck said the house imploded due to rising flood waters 
in Mill Creek.

Sebastian County search and rescue crews, Logan County search 
and rescue crews, Arkansas Game and Fish, Arkansas State Police, 
area police and deputies are assisting in the search for Campora and 
the other missing woman in the Y City area.

Early Friday, Scott County Judge James Forbes said the woman 
missing is believed to be the women who was in the home that Sheriff 
Carpenter and Campora attempted to respond to.

Lt. Col. Keith Moore with the Arkansas National Guard said 
a Blackhawk helicopter was deployed around 8 a.m. from Robinson 
Air Force Base in North Little Rock to Scott County to assist in the 
rescue mission.

Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck, whose office is helping 
with rescue efforts, said Friday during an afternoon news conference 
that the body of one woman was found in her car. She has not 
been identified.

Friday evening, Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department officials announced Highway 28 is closed to traffic 
from Parks to the Yell County line. Highways 270 and 71 were 
reopened to traffic near Y City earlier that afternoon.

Eyewitnesses said families have been displaced and Scott County 
dispatchers said swift water rescues have taken place throughout 
the night.

 n



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  15

WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Woman’s Body Found Along River
Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, Used with Permission 2013 

By Kenneth Heard, Ryan McGeeney / Originally published June 2, 2013 at 4:19 a.m.

Law-enforcement officials announced late Saturday afternoon that 
search-and-rescue teams had recovered the body of a woman near 

the banks of a river about a mile north of Y City in Scott County.
Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck said the woman, who 

was white, had suffered severe trauma, and that he could not at 
that point confirm whether she was one of two women, along with 
wildlife officer Joel Campora, who disappeared into Mill Creek 
early Friday during a rescue attempt that killed Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter.

Hollenbeck said that the search-and-rescue operation had been 
reclassified from a mission of rescue to one of recovery.

Col. Jeff Crow, chief of enforcement for the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission, said that as of Saturday afternoon, search teams 
did not expect to find the missing people alive.

“It’s a very difficult time for our officers. Searching for victims 
of disasters and accidents is not uncommon to us, but this is unique 
in that we’re searching for one of our own. So it’s very personal,” he 
said. “I’m very proud of our officers’ professionalism, their dedication, 
and very proud of the spirit and the esprit de corps we have out here 
among our ranks.”

Search teams planned to resume their recovery efforts today at 
9 a.m.

Carpenter, 41, died in the flooding as he and Campora, 32, of 
Waldron, responded to a distress call from two women trapped in 
their home in Y City by rapidly rising flood waters. According to 
Scott County deputies who witnessed Friday morning’s rescue effort, 
the house Carpenter and Campora responded to appeared to “collapse 
in itself” while the two men were inside.

Authorities found Carpenter’s body Friday morning about a mile 
from where he and Campora answered the call for help.

On Saturday, members of law-enforcement agencies, county 
search-and-rescue teams, and state and federal agencies searched 
along both sides of Mill Creek for about 5 miles downstream of 
Y City. Searchers also were dispatched to bridges spanning Mill 
Creek and the Fourche LaFave River to monitor the waters rushing 
through for signs of the missing people.

“This terrain is extremely rough,” search leader Kendall Beam 
told members of the Sebastian County Search and Rescue team as 
they started out Saturday morning. “If there’s any doubt at all that 
you can manage this, now is the time to say so.”

One volunteer raised her hand, bowed out and stood by to be 
assigned to another search task.

On Saturday afternoon after returning from the search, Beam said 
many sectors that crews had intended to cover were not reachable, 

as water from Mill Creek had spilled out 400 to 500 yards beyond 
its banks, and many houses near the banks were nearly submerged.

Hollenbeck said Saturday that search teams potentially had a big 
job ahead of them to recover the missing people.

“I had the opportunity to look at the area by aircraft today, and 
there is a tremendous amount of land to be covered,” he said. “The 
river snakes through the valley. Once the flood took place, it made 
a half-mile-wide swath of damage, took down trees, logjams, so 
it’s going to be a long operation.”

Heavy rains at times hampered the search Saturday.
Three inches to four inches of rain fell in neighboring Polk County 

on Saturday morning, said National Weather Service meteorologist 
Sean Clarke of North Little Rock. Jessieville in northern Garland 
County reported 3.5-inches and Arkadelphia saw two inches.

The state was hammered by storms for three days by a system 
that spawned deadly tornadoes Friday in Oklahoma and was created 
when a cold front from the northern Plains collided with warm, moist 
air over the state. In addition to the fatalities in Scott County, two 
others were killed in weather-related accidents Friday.

A woman was found dead in her car off U.S. 71 from what 
Hollenbeck said was the result of flooding. He did not identify her 

Kendall Beam, a search leader with Sebastian County Search and 
Rescue, advises team members Saturday morning before deploying 

to search about 10 miles of river bank downstream of Y City, 
where Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter died and a wildlife 

officer and two women went missing early Friday morning.

continued on 16
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because her next of kin had not been notified, 
and he could not pinpoint the location where she 
was found.

Daniel Earnest, 33, of Prattsville, died when 
high winds blew a tree onto his car while he was 
driving on Arkansas 291 in Tull, in Grant County, 
state police Cpl. Ryan Jacks reported.

The weather service confirmed that a tornado 
with winds up to 105 mph touched down near 
Wickes in Polk County on Thursday, raising to five 
the number of twisters that hit Arkansas that day.

Weather service warning coordinator John 
Robinson said Saturday that his survey team will 
inspect damage in Grant, Garland, Saline, Conway 
and Monroe counties today in the week ahead.

Madison County Office of Emergency Services 
coordinator Lori McConnell said she suspects 
a tornado destroyed a barn and an unoccupied 
mobile home between St. Paul and Pettigrew in 
southern Madison County about 2 a.m. Saturday. 
The weather service in Tulsa, which monitors 
weather in Northwest Arkansas, will send a team 
there to survey damage later this week, said 
meteorologist Amy Jankowski.

“There were many, many trees twisted,” McConnell said.
By Saturday afternoon, rains had left the area and the sun began 

peeking out from behind clouds.
“We’re ready for that,” she said. “I’m tired of the rain.”
The heavy rains and cloud cover Saturday may have kept more 

severe storms at bay, Clarke said. Temperatures did not rise during 
the day to fuel super cell thunderstorms, so the state saw less-
violent thundershowers.

But some of those storms still packed a punch. In Jonesboro, high 
winds Saturday morning ripped the roof off a Mexican restaurant 
and a feed store just north of downtown and blew the windows out 
of a van parked at a church.

More than an inch of rain fell Saturday morning in the already-
soaked Poinsett County town of Harrisburg. On Friday, more than 
a foot of water cascaded off nearby Crowley’s Ridge and into homes.

“They got swamped,” Poinsett County Office of Emergency 
Services coordinator Frank Kraft said of f looded residences. “It 
came up real fast.

“We go through drills, and you prepare for this,” he said. “But 
each incident is completely different than any others.”

Rapid waters from a creek in Pollard in northern Clay County 
forced a resident to evacuate, said Arkansas Department of Emergency 
Management spokesman Tommy Jackson.

Several campers were stranded Saturday afternoon by high 
waters at the Albert Pike campground in Montgomery County. 
The Little Missouri River rose quickly, sending two feet of water 
over a road leading to the campsite, a Montgomery County 
sheriff ’s dispatcher said.

“The campers moved to higher ground and they are all safe,” the 
dispatcher said. “Our deputies are in contact with them. The water 
should go down soon.”

On June 9, 2010, 20 people were killed at the campground when 
flash flooding ravaged the area.

On Saturday, other Y City residents reported emergency situations 
stemming from Thursday night’s Mill Creek flooding. Carl Laird, 
64, a lifelong resident of Y City, said he rescued his sister, Evelyn 
Howard, about 2 a.m. Friday when waters from Mill Creek rose 
inside her mobile home.

“I called 911, then drove out there,” Laird said of receiving a call 
from his sister early Friday. “I rescued her at about 2 a.m. At 2:20 
a.m., her house blew away.”

Howard said the mobile home she had been living in and another 
house on the property were both swept away in the flood waters.

She described having to wait until water inside her mobile home 
rose to about three feet, matching the level of the water outside, 
before she could push her door open to escape. She said she could 
save only the clothes she was wearing, her purse and her 12-year-old 
rat terrier, Sugar.

Forecasters said the rainy weather had left the state by Saturday 
evening and lower temperatures were expected early this week before 
a slight chance of thunderstorms Wednesday.

This latest round of storms typically would be seen in early spring, 
Clarke said. But, because conditions were cooler this spring, the 
violent storms didn’t occur until now, he said.

“Usually, these types of storms happen in March,” Clarke said. 
“The warming came later this season, and the storms came with 
that.” n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Woman’s Body Found Along River continued

Oden home washed away in flood. David and Mary Ann Lebow survived a flood that 
washed away their home with them in it Friday morning. (By Gavin Lesnick)
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Sebastian County Officials Change 
Search to Recovery Mission

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 / Updated: June 3, 2013

SCOTT COUNTY, AR — According to the Sebastian County 
Facebook page, law enforcement officers and first responders 

from around the region have been on the Fourche La Fave River in 
Scott County searching for Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, and two 
women from the Y city area.

The body of a woman has been found but officials have not 
confirmed if the body was one of those reported missing.

Sebastian County officials have changed the search from a rescue 
to a recovery mission.

Twelve teams were given search assignments for areas around the 
river. Several boats were deployed and K-9 units were used.

Heavy equipment (back-hoes, dozers) was brought to the area 
to begin the search in piles of debris. Area bridges have assigned 
monitors to visually keep watch on the downstream flow.

This morning rains created more flooded areas in Scott County.
We will continue to update the situations as it becomes available.

 n

Game & Fish Officer’s Body 
Found in Scott County

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 / Updated: June 3, 2013

LITTLE ROCK, AR - Arkansas Game and Fish spokesperson 
Keith Stephens confirms to KARK 4 News that the body of 

Arkansas Game and Fish Officer Joel Campora has been found 
Sunday morning just after 9 a.m.

Game and Fish will issue a statement later Sunday.
Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter were trying 

to rescue two women from a flooded home in Scott County just off 

Highway 71 Friday morning when all four were swept away.
One woman’s body was recovered Saturday. That leaves just one 

missing in the incident.
Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found Friday near the Fourche La 

Fave River bridge.
More than 200 officers from several agencies have been looking 

for the four since Friday. n

Sheriff Cody Carpenter WO Joel Campora
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Search Crews Recover Bodies  
of Woman, Wildlife Officer  

Killed in Flash Floods
By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 / Updated: June 3, 2013, Melissa Schroeder

SCOTT COUNTY, AR — Search crews found the body of 
a wildlife officer and a woman today in Scott County.
The body of Officer Joel Campora was discovered just after 9:00 

this morning.
Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter were trying 

to rescue two women from a flooded home in Scott County Friday 
when water swept them away.

Tonight, crews believe they’ve recovered all four bodies.
Crews found Joel Campora’s life jacket, it had been torn from 

his body.
He was also inside a boat during the attempted rescue.
But the high water proved to be too much.
For days, search crews worked by air, water and land hoping to 

find survivors.
Sunday, their search came to a devastating end when they 

recovered the bodies of a woman and 32 year-old Wildlife Officer 
Joel Campora.

Assistant Chief Keith Stephens, with Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, said, “We’re one big family and it affects all of us when 
someone dies like this, especially in the line of duty.”

Stephens says Officer Campora started working for the Game 
and Fish Commission in 2007.

He says it’s something Campora’s wanted to do since he was 
a little kid.

Stephens said, “He just loves the outdoors.”
Although Campora was trained in water rescues, investigators 

say the home — where the attempted rescue happened — collapsed 
leaving it impossible for anyone to survive.

Stephens said, “Sometimes when you get into a situation like that, 
I’m sure they didn’t know the house was going to collapse, and they 
were trying to get in there and save these two ladies and unfortunately 
they lost their lives trying to do that.”

Officer Campora leaves behind two young daughters.
Funeral arrangements have not been announced yet. n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Missing Officer’s Body 
Recovered From River

Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, 2013, Used with Permission 
By Dave Hughes, this article was published June 3, 2013 at 12:49 a.m. 

Information for this article was contributed by Spencer Willems of the Arkansas Democrate Gazette©

Y CITY — Searchers Sunday recovered the body 
of an Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

wildlife officer who was swept away by f lood 
waters Friday as he and Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter tried to rescue two Y City women.

Col. Jeff Crow, law-enforcement division chief 
of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, said 
the body of Officer 1st Class Joel Campora was 
located about 9:30 a.m., in the Fourche LaFave 
River about a half-mile from where searchers found 
Carpenter’s body Friday morning. Carpenter was 
located about a mile from the house where he and 
Campora tried to rescue the women.

The second of two women who were swept 
away with their rescuers also was recovered about 
2:45 p.m. Sunday, Sebastian County Sheriff Bill 
Hollenbeck said. The body of the first woman was 
recovered Saturday afternoon from a creek off the 
river, he said.

Hollenbeck did not release the names of the 
two women because their identities had not been 
confirmed. Family members, he said, were on their 
way to the area to identify them. However, the two 
women recovered matched the descriptions of those 
who were missing.

Crow said Game and Fish and U.S. Forest Service 
officers who knew Campora asked to search in the 
area where Carpenter was recovered believing that 
it was likely they would find Campora.

Crow said the receding flood waters also provided access to areas 
searchers were unable to reach previously because of the swollen and 
fast-flowing streams.

“This has been a very different day in terms of our ability to access 
those areas and conduct a thorough search,” he said.

He said Sunday morning that along with Carpenter’s body, 
searchers had found the boat the two men were in and other items 
related to them.

“I made a promise to Officer Campora’s wife to bring him back 
home,” Game and Fish Commission Director Mike Knoedl said, 

adding that he was relieved “that we were able to do that and get 
him back home to his family.”

Campora was a wildlife officer with the commission for seven 
years and was assigned to the Scott County area.

Hollenbeck said the second woman recovered also was located 
with the help of the receding waters in the area where Campora and 
Carpenter were found.

Carpenter, 41, and Campora, 32, jumped into a boat early Friday 
in response to a 911 call that two Y City women were in danger of 
being swept away in their home on Mill Creek.

Col. Jeff Crow (center), law-enforcement division chief of the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission, with Game and Fish Director Mike Knoedl (left) and Sebastian County Sheriff 

Bill Hollenbeck, announces the recovery of the body of commission Wildlife Officer 1st Class 
Joel Campora from the Fourche LaFave River on Sunday morning. (Photo by Dave Hughes)

continued on 20
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The creek, along with other streams in southern Scott County, was 
overflowing its banks from heavy rains that struck the area Thursday 
night and Friday morning. The National Weather Service reported 
that nearly eight inches of rain fell in that area over a 12-hour period 
Thursday and Friday.

The force of the water on the home led to its collapse while 
Carpenter, Campora and the two women were inside. Carpenter’s body 
was recovered about a mile from the site, and Campora’s body was 
found another half-mile downstream.

Hollenbeck said the location of Carpenter’s and Campora’s bodies 
and the boat gave searchers a focus in the hunt for the missing woman.

At least 100 local, state and federal law-enforcement, medical 
and fire personnel from around the area were involved in the search 
Sunday, Hollenbeck said, assisted by helicopters from the Arkansas 
National Guard and the federal Drug Enforcement Administration.

He also said the water level in the streams has dropped sufficiently 
to allow boats to join in the search. Otherwise, searches were 
conducted on four-wheelers, horses and on foot.

The Scott County sheriff ’s office’s chief deputy, Terry Staggs, 
said Carpenter’s funeral was scheduled for 1 p.m., Wednesday at the 
Waldron High School football field.

In an unrelated fatality, a woman identified by Hollenbeck as 
Cathy Holder, 42, of Texas, drowned Friday. The car in which she 
was a passenger was swept off U.S. 71 near Y City by flood waters 
f lowing across the highway, Y City Fire Chief Albert Rogers said 
Sunday. Holder’s husband was able to get out of the car and cling 
to the stream bank for six hours before being rescued, Rogers said.

Hollenbeck said Sunday that the Fort Smith Fire Department 
Swift Water Rescue Unit assisted by law-enforcement officers and 
Scott County Road Department crews rescued four people who were 
swept off a county road.

He said the four people in a car were swept into a creek off 
a flooded low-water bridge Saturday morning. Scott County Judge 
James Forbes said the occupants left the car and were able to get to 
dry ground but were stranded by high water in the creek.

“They were in a very remote part of the county and everybody 
responded as quickly as they could,” Forbes said.

The rescue unit launched its Zodiac rescue boat and was able to 
ferry the stranded car occupants to safety, Hollenbeck said.

The flood waters damaged three bridges on Arkansas 28 east 
of the Parks Community. Arkansas Highway and Transportation 
Department crews Sunday were trucking in tons of rock to fill in 
the gaps in the bridges to make them passable. Many residents in 
that area were isolated because of the downed bridges.

Tommy Jackson, head of the state’s Office of Emergency 
Management, said Sunday’s sun was a blessing after days 
of downpours.

He said state officials continued to monitor progress across the 
state, but they hadn’t received a single incident statewide. For the 
counties hit hardest like Scott and Polk counties, Jackson said, much 
of the work came down to clearing roads and fixing power lines.

“The waters are receding. It’s been a lot of water but it’s receding,” 
Jackson said. “It’s been a calm day. It gives you time to do some 
cleanup and get back to normal.” n

Update: Bodies Of Missing Woman, 
Game And Fish Officer Found

ABC 7 / KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted: Jun 02, 2013 12:21 p.m. CDT / Updated: Jun 02, 2013 9:23 p.m. CDT 

By Shann Nobles, Producer, Erin Hawley, Anchor / Reporter

After two days of searching, crews in Scott County found the 
bodies of a missing woman and missing wildlife officer Joel 

Campora Sunday.
The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission said Campora’s body 

was found Sunday morning near Y City.
Crews on mounted patrol found the body of the fourth missing 

person, a woman, Sunday afternoon.
Around midnight Thursday, Campora and Scott County Sheriff 

Cody Carpenter answered a frantic 911 call from two women who 

said rising waters had trapped them in a home.
During the rescue attempt, all four were swept away in the 

flood waters.
Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found eight hours later about 

a mile downstream.
Saturday, crews recovered the body of one of the women.
At least 200 officers and volunteers have been searching for 

the victims.
 n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Missing Officer’s Body Recovered From River continued
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Searchers Recover Bodies of 
Wildlife Officer, Second Woman

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 10:33 a.m., June 2, 2013, by Marty Cook and Katie Kormann 

Updated on: 11:55 a.m., June 3, 2013

Search and rescue teams recovered the last two bodies missing since 
a flash flood Friday morning in Scott County.
Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck confirmed the body 

of a second woman was found at approximately 2:44 p.m., Sunday 
in a wooded area next to Mill Creek. The body of Arkansas Game 
and Fish wildlife officer Joel Campora had been recovered at 9:30 
a.m., on a fence line about 500 yards from where the woman’s body 
was found.

Hollenbeck said receding water gave search and rescue teams’ 
access to areas they had not been able to get to. Both bodies were 
recovered in such areas Sunday.

Campora, 32, and Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 41, 
were attempting to rescue the two women from a flooded home off 
Highway 71 early Friday morning in Scott County. As the two men 
approached the home in a boat, other deputies at the scene heard 
a loud noise, which Hollenbeck said was the structure collapsing 
from the pressure of the raging water.

“Never forget he was a hero,” said Mike Knoedl, Director of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, of Campora. “He was a true 
hero the other night, him and Sheriff Carpenter.”

Campora’s battered boat was found, and Carpenter’s body was 
recovered Friday about a mile downstream from the destroyed home. 
The first woman’s body was discovered in a field near the Fourche 
River bridge by a property owner Saturday afternoon.

“We were hopeful all along that we were doing a rescue mission, 

but we’ve seen the damage, we’ve seen the destruction that this flood 
caused,” said Colonel Jeff Crow, Chief of the Enforcement Division 
of the AGFC.

Family friend John Scantling identified the women as sisters-in-
law Vivian Reimer and Regina “Kay” Shearn.

Authorities confirmed the identities of the women on the Sebastian 
County Facebook page Monday (June 3.)

“Even though they weren’t blood sisters, they went out like sisters,” 
said Scantling. “You never leave family behind.”

More than 200 officers from local, state and federal agencies 
are involved in the search. Hollenbeck said more than 50 agencies 
responded to help with the search.

“Officers responded heroically,” Hollenbeck said. “They stayed 
until the job was done and all the officers and citizens were found. 
I’m very proud of the response.”

Knoedl said the AGFC is like a family, and its their mission to 
care for Campora’s wife and children like family.

“Joel gave his life serving the state of Arkansas and representing 
the Arkansas Game and Fish,” he said. “It’s only fitting that we’re 
going to take care of his family now that he’s not here.”

Scott County residents lined the streets Sunday evening to honor 
Campora as his body was given a police escort from the recovery site.

Carpenter’s memorial service will be held at 1 p.m., at Waldron 
High School. Hollenbeck said Campora’s service will be Friday in 
Waldron but an exact time had not been determined. n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Body Of Arkansas Wildlife 
Officer Recovered

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
Created: June 2, 2013

Officer Joel Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter died searching for flood victims.

Y CITY — An Arkansas Game and Fish Commission wildlife 
officer missing since early Friday flooding was found Sunday 

in Scott County after a search resumed for missing flood victims.
“It is with profound sadness that we announce the recovery of our 

wildlife officer Joel Campora,” a Game and Fish official stated on the 
commission Facebook page Sunday morning. “He was found earlier 
today near Y City where he attempted to do what he was trained to 
do — save lives.”

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter also perished in the 
floodwaters; his body was recovered Friday.

The body of a white female was found Saturday about a half-mile 
off U.S. 71 just east of a tributary of the Fourche LaFave River. 
Officials, however, did not reveal the woman’s name and said they 
could not confirm whether she was one of the reported missing.

Carpenter’s body was discovered Friday about 8 a.m. a mile 
downstream from a residence he and Campora went to check on 
earlier Friday. The residence was home to two women Carpenter and 
Campora feared might be trapped as the river rose rapidly following 
heavy rain that started Thursday night.

At least one of the women 
remains missing, pending positive 
identification of the body discovered 
Saturday as one of the women in 
the residence.

Also Friday, the body of an elderly 
woman was recovered. Saturday 
evening, Scott County Chief Deputy 
Terry Staggs said off icials still 
weren’t ready to release her name; 
she died after she got out of her car 
on U.S. 71 and floodwaters swept her underneath the car. Volunteer 
firefighters stretched out a ladder to rescue the woman’s husband.

The Game and Fish official stated that being a wildlife officer 
was vital to Campora.

“In his cadet biography, Joel said he knew he wanted to be 
a wildlife officer since the fourth grade,” the official stated. “Please 
keep the Campora family, as well as all of the people involved in this 
tragedy, in your prayers.” n

WO Joel Lee Campora
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Scott County Search Ends; 
Body Of Wildlife Officer, Woman Found

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
12:11 p.m. – June 02, 2013 / Updated: 7:51 p.m. – June 02, 2013 

By Stacy Ryburn, sryburn@swtimes.com

Y CITY — The three-day search for 
a missing Arkansas Game and Fish 

Commission wildlife officer and two women 
in Scott County came to an end Sunday.

Joel Campora, 32, an Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission wildlife officer missing 
since early Friday flooding, was found dead 
Sunday in Scott County.

“It is with profound sadness that we 
announce the recovery of our wildlife officer 
Joel Campora,” a Game and Fish official 
stated on the commission Facebook page 
Sunday morning. “He was found earlier 
today near Y City where he attempted to 
do what he was trained to do — save lives.”

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 
41, also perished in the f loodwaters. His 
body was discovered Friday about 8 a.m. 
a mile downstream from a residence he and 
Campora went to check on earlier Friday. 
The residence was home to two women 
Carpenter and Campora feared might be 
trapped as the river rose rapidly following 
heavy rain that started Thursday night.

The body of a white female was found Saturday about a half-mile 
off U.S. 71 just east of a tributary of the Fourche LaFave River. 
Officials did not reveal the woman’s name. On 
Sunday, Y City Fire Chief Albert Rogers confirmed 
that the body of the woman found Saturday is that 
of one of the two missing women.

Officials with the U.S. Forest Service and the 
Game and Fish Commission found Campora’s body 
about 9:30 a.m. Sunday, a mile and a half north from 
the house.

“We were very grateful that we were the ones that 
were able to recover him and return him to his family,” 
said Jeff Crow, chief of law enforcement for the Game 
and Fish Commission.

AGFC director Mike Knoedl also expressed relief 
that his department found their fallen comrade.

“I’m saddened for their loss, but I made a promise to officer 
Campora’s family that I would bring him back home,” he said.

Keith Stephens, Game and Fish spokesperson, 
confirmed the search had ended when the other 
woman from the home was found about 3 p.m. 
Sunday, near the same location where Campora’s body 
was found.

Rogers said he spoke with Carpenter shortly before 
he went missing Friday morning. He and Campora 
were responding to the house about the same time 
Rogers and other Y City volunteer firefighters were 
attempting to rescue a woman and her husband, 
he said.

The woman died after she got out of her car 
on U.S. 71 and floodwaters swept her underneath 

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

WO Joel Lee Campora continued on 24
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the vehicle. The woman’s husband was 
stranded in a tributary of Mill Creek 
from about 2:00–8:30 a.m., Friday before 
firefighters used the ladder to get him to 
safety, Rogers said.

“The water was coming up so fast that 
you could see it rising,” he said.

Saturday evening, Scott County Chief 
Deputy Terry Staggs said officials still 
weren’t ready to release her name.

About a dozen homes in Y City 
have been destroyed or damaged in the 
flooding, Rogers said.

“There are a lot of houses that are 
about 50 percent damaged that people 
can’t live in,” he said.

Brigette Williams, communications 
information officer for the American 
Red Cross in Arkansas, said though 
the number is not definite, around 100 
people are believed to have been displaced 
by the flood.

“We are still trying to get a (final) 
estimate of that,” Williams said. “We have several areas of the county 
that are inaccessible because of floodwaters.”

Many displaced Scott County residents have relied on family and 
friends for help, according to Williams.

The Red Cross, Williams said, is working to provide shelter and 
accommodations to the displaced.

“We have an emergency shelter open at the Boles Community 
Center on U.S. 71 in Boles, a couple miles from Y City,” she said. 
“We just opened it up, so there’s no one there right now.”

The Red Cross is also providing emergency disaster assistance, 
which includes f inancial assistance, food and clothing, to 
flood victims.

Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck said churches are 
helping by providing food, clothes and shelter to victims.

Officials announced during a news conference Sunday afternoon 
that they had rescued four people stranded in floodwater in a remote 
part of Scott County 20 miles from the command center at the 
Midway Park Restaurant on U.S. 71 near Y City. The four were 
stranded on dry ground. Members of the Fort Smith Fire Department 
used their rescue boat to retrieve them.

The Game and Fish official stated that being a wildlife officer 
was vital to Campora.

“In his cadet biography, Joel said he knew he wanted to be 
a wildlife officer since the fourth grade,” the official stated. “Please 
keep the Campora family, as well as all of the people involved in this 
tragedy, in your prayers.”

Search and rescue squads conducted 60 separate tasks at specific 
locations, thoroughly searching each area and then searching again 
when water levels receded, Hollenbeck said.

Authorities gave out assignments to search crew members to 
continue the operation throughout the day.

“A lot of credit goes to the Scott County Sheriff ’s Department, 
who stepped up and continued their mission,” Hollenbeck said. 
“I think that they would have made Cody proud.”

Staggs said a funeral is set for Carpenter at 1 p.m. Wednesday at 
the Waldron High School football field. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Search Ends – Body of Wildlife Officer, Woman Found continued

The Fourche LaFave River is seen rushing near Y City Friday 
afternoon, May 31, 2013. (Photo by Rachel Rodemann)

The Sebastian County Sheriff’s Office Mobile Command Unit is seen 
near Y City Friday, May 31, 2013.(Photo by Rachel Rodemann)
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Funerals Set for Sheriff, 
Game Warden Killed in Flood

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 12:23 p.m., June 4, 2013, by Alicia Agent / Updated on: 02:11 p.m., June 4, 2013

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Arkansas Game & Fish 
Commission Wildlife Officer Joel Campora will be laid to rest 

this week.
A funeral service for Carpenter will be held at 1 p.m., Wednesday, 

June 5, at the Waldron High School Football Field.
At 1 p.m., Friday, June 7, a service will be held for Officer Campora 

at the same field located on W. Highway 80.
Arkansas Governor Beebe has ordered Arkansas flags to be flown 

at half-staff on Wednesday in honor of the men.
Carpenter, 41, and Campora, 32, were killed while attempting to 

rescue two women from a flooded home off Highway 71 early Friday 

morning (May 31) in Scott County. The four were swept away when 
flood waters caused the home to implode.

The bodies of the two women, Vivian Reimer and Regina “Kay” 
Shearn, were recovered over the weekend. Reimer and Shearn were 
relatives. Shearn, 60, had been a math and science teacher in the 
Fort Smith School district.

No word yet on when funeral services will be held for Reimer 
or Shearn.

More than 200 officers from local, state and federal agencies 
helped with the search.

 n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Funerals Set For Two Killed 
In Flood Rescues

Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Used with Permission, 2013 
By Dave Hughes; Information for this article was contributed by Kenneth Heard.

Crews work on washed-out bridges; last week’s tornado total raised 
to 14. Two Scott County law officers who died trying to save 

two women from raging floodwaters Friday will be remembered in 
funeral services today and Friday at Waldron High School.

The funeral for Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter is scheduled 
for 1 p.m., today on the high school football field. The funeral for 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer 1st Class Joel 
Campora will be at 1 p.m., Friday also at the high school.

The two men died Friday when the Y City home where they 
were trying to rescue the two women collapsed from the force of the 
rising floodwaters of Mill Creek. Carpenter’s body was found Friday 
morning, and Campora’s was found Sunday.

The flooding of Mill Creek, the Fourche LaFave River and other 
streams in the area was caused by heavy rainfall Thursday night 
and Friday. The storm system also spawned flooding and at least 14 
tornadoes in other parts of the state.

Carpenter and Campora had boarded a boat and motored through 
the rising turbulent waters to reach the home after the stranded 
women called the sheriff ’s office for help. The two women, who also 
died in the flood, were identified as Regina K. Shearn, 60, and Vivian 
Sue Reimer, 65. Their bodies also have been recovered.

A fifth person, Cathy Holder, 42, of Texas, died in the flooding 
when the car in which she and her husband were traveling was swept 
off U.S. 71 at Y City. The husband, whose name was not released, 
clung to the creek bank for hours before being rescued.

Carpenter, 41, of Waldron, who had worked in the sheriff ’s office 
since the mid-1990s, was serving his fifth term as Scott County 

sheriff. He also served six years on the Quorum Court. Among his 
survivors are his wife, Amie, and four children.

Campora, 32, also of Waldron, was a wildlife officer with the 
Game and Fish Commission for seven years and was assigned to 
the Scott County area. He is survived by, among others, his wife, 
Rebecca, and two daughters.

The flooding that killed the five also took its toll on property. 
Many homes in the Y City, Boles and Parks area of southern Scott 
County were destroyed or damaged.

County Judge James Forbes said Monday that several county 
roads and bridges were washed out by the flooding.

The approaches to three bridges on Arkansas 28 running east from 
U.S. 71 were washed out, isolating several residents who live along 
the highway. Joe Shipman, Arkansas Highway and Transportation 
Department district engineer, said Tuesday that crews from 
throughout District 4 of western Arkansas worked all weekend to 
reopen the bridges.

The bridges were over the Little Cedar Creek about 10 miles east 
of U.S. 71, over the Big Cedar Creek 12 miles east of the highway 
and over the Fourche LaFave River 16.5miles east of the highway 
near the Harvey community, Shipman said.

He said 14 state dump trucks and 10 or more hired from private 
companies hauled rock from quarries in the Jenny Lind community 
in Sebastian County and at Danville to fill in the breaches. Crews 
then hauled old asphalt stored at Ozark to make temporary driving 
surfaces until a permanent asphalt surface is applied.

continued on 27
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He said the rock alone cost nearly $70,000. He didn’t have an 
estimate on the cost of fuel and labor.

Meanwhile, a survey team from the National Weather Service 
in North Little Rock assessed damage in Saline and Montgomery 
counties Tuesday and confirmed that two more tornadoes touched 
down in the state during the storms. Twelve had been confirmed as 
of Monday.

Warning coordinator John Robinson said one tornado cut a 
3.2-mile-long path west of Norman in southern Montgomery 
County. The twister, with wind speeds of 90-100 mph, toppled trees 
and damaged a hay barn.

Another tornado took the roof off a church near Paron in northern 
Saline County, Robinson said. The tornado was rated an EF1 with 
wind speeds of 90-100 mph. Several homes also were damaged, 
Robinson said.

Three tornadoes also were reported in Polk County; two each in 
Monroe, Montgomery and Garland counties; and twisters in Grant, 
Pike and Pulaski counties.

The 14 confirmed tornadoes that hit Thursday evening and early 

Friday nearly doubled the number of tornadoes in the state for the 
year. Robinson said there have now been 29 confirmed tornadoes 
this year. The state averages 33 tornadoes a year, he said.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency is to send a team 
from its Region 6 office in Denton, Texas, to Arkansas on Thursday 
to begin preliminary damage assessments from the storms, Arkansas 
Department of Emergency Management spokesman Tommy Jackson 
said Tuesday.

He said the FEMA team and state Department of Emergency 
Management will tour the six counties where Gov. Mike Beebe 
— along with county and local officials — declared state disaster 
areas Friday.

The counties are Cross, Montgomery, Poinsett, Polk, Scott and 
Van Buren, according to the governor’s office.

Jackson said once the FEMA team makes its assessments, it will 
turn the information over to the governor, who will decide for which 
counties he will seek federal disaster aid.

The team will assess the damage to public assets as well as private 
property, he said. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Funerals Set For Two Killed In Flood Rescues continued

Waldron Wildlife Officer 
Laid To Rest

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
8:43 p.m. – June 07, 2013 / Updated: 11:01 p.m. – June 07, 2013. By Stacy Ryburn, sryburn@swtimes.com

Although the air was humid and hearts were heavy, more than 
1,000 law-enforcement officials, friends and family members 

honored wildlife officer Joel Campora at the Waldron High School 
football field on Friday.

Campora, 32, of Waldron, who served with the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission, was found dead on Sunday after he and Scott 
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter tried to save Regina Kay Shearn, 60, 
and Vivian Sue Reimer, 65, when rushing floodwater swept through 
their Y City home early May 31.

After an intensive three-day operation, search teams recovered the 
bodies of all four. Cathy Ann Holder of Dallas, 41, was killed when 
floodwaters trapped her underneath her car on U.S. 71.

Campora began his career in law enforcement as a reserve 
officer for the Mena Police Department, then served full-time as 
a Montgomery County Sheriff ’s deputy. He joined the AGFC in 
2007, and he also served as a youth minister.

David Birdsong, former pastor at First Baptist Church in Pencil 
Bluff, said he met Campora when his church needed workers for its 
growing youth department.

Campora’s wife, Rebecca, had approached him and said that her 
husband had a passion for guiding young people, but Birdsong said 
he didn’t get to meet the Montgomery County deputy until about 
a week later.

“He didn’t disappoint. He was taller than me by about a foot, and 
he almost broke my hand when he shook it,” he said.

When Campora spoke of helping young people, his already broad 
smile widened, Birdsong said.

At the funeral, Birdsong told Campora’s daughters, Dacie, 8, and 
Bethany, 4, to keep their father’s memory in their hearts.

“Your dad was more than just a hero — he was a superhero. 
Remember that all of your lives,” he said.

Mike Knoedl, AGFC director, read the definition of “hero” to 
the crowd, but said his definition of a hero is someone who willingly 
leaves the safety of his home in the middle of the night to run out 
and save the lives of people he never knew.

He said he promised Rebecca Campora that he would bring Joel 
home and honor him with a ceremony and that he, his fellow officers 

continued on 28
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and the community would forever take care of the Campora family.
“That’s the very least that we can all do, given the sacrifice that 

Joel made Friday morning,” he said.
Col. Jeff Crow, head of law enforcement at the AGFC, said that 

Campora will be memorialized forever for his valor.
“To stand by and watch was simply not in Joel Campora’s DNA,” 

Crow said. “Every fiber in his being told him to go, and go he did.”
Crow quoted a passage from Gilbert Keith Chesterton, which 

states, “Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong 
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die.”

Law-enforcement officials from as far as Pennsylvania, Tennessee, 
Texas and Oklahoma came to pay their respects to one of their own.

“Most people don’t understand the brotherhood and camaraderie 
that exists in law enforcement, and when a brother goes down, they’re 
going to be there to take care of him and the family,” Knoedl said.

While Campora will be missed, Crow said he hoped the ceremony 

allayed some of the shock and strain the community has endured.
“This is a fitting end to this very long and difficult week,” he said. 

“It was important to us to pay a worthy tribute to our brother and 
our friend. It was certainly what we hoped it would be.” n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Waldron Wildlife Officer Laid To Rest continued

Dacie Jayden Campora, 8, and her sister, Bethany Faith Campora, 4, 
along with their mother, Rebecca Campora, look on as members of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Honor Guard carry fallen wildlife 
officer Joel Campora at his funeral Friday at the Waldron High School 

football field. Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter were 
found dead after they tried to save two Y City women from sweeping 

floodwaters early May 31. (Photo by Stacy Ryburn • Times Record)

Members of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Honor 
Guard carry fallen wildlife officer Joel Campora at a funeral held 
Friday at the Waldron High School football field. Campora and 

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter were found dead after 
they tried to save two Y City women from sweeping floodwaters 

early May 31. (Photo by Stacy Ryburn • Times Record)
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Wildlife Officer’s Sacrifice Honored
Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, 2013, Used With Permission 

By Dave Hughes, this article was published June 8, 2013 At 5:19 a.m.

WALDRON — What made Joel Campora a hero was not how he 
died but how he lived, Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

Chaplain Ken Key said Friday.
About 1,500 people gathered at the Waldron High School football 

stadium to pay their last respects to Campora, a commission wildlife 
officer who died a week ago as he and Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter responded to a 911 call to help two women trapped in 
their Y City home while waters from the flooding Mill Creek rose 
around them.

Campora, 32, and Carpenter, 41, jumped into a boat during the 
early morning hours of May 31 and motored through the raging 
f lood waters to the home. They were inside when the force of 
the water caused the home to collapse and swept the four away. 
Carpenter’s body was found later the same day, while Campora’s body 
was recovered Sunday.

Col. Jeff Crow, commander of the commission’s Law Enforcement 
Division, said that he thought about Campora as he stood on the 
banks of Mill Creek at the site of the collapsed house.

“I thought, ‘Where do we find such men who put themselves in 
such peril?’” he said.

Hundreds of members of the commission attended the funeral 
under blue skies to pay tribute to their fallen comrade. Several 
commission trucks and motorcycles, blue lights flashing, preceded 
the truck bearing Campora’s flag-draped casket. The five-member 
Jonesboro Firefighters Honor Guard Pipes and Drums led 
the procession.

The large crowd in the bleachers and on the field stood in 
respectful silence when a truck with Campora’s family drove onto 
the field and the family members were escorted to their seats.

A commission honor guard bore the casket to the dais and later 
presented the flag from Campora’s casket to his widow, Rebecca.

Near the end of the ceremony, members of Campora’s wildlife 
officer’s district, encompassing the Ouachita Mountains and Arkansas 
River Valley, approached one by one and left mementos on the casket.

Campora was to be cremated.
Commission Director Mike Knoedl said during the service that 

his definition of a hero is a man who would leave his home in the 
middle of the night, put a boat in the water and try to rescue two 
people he didn’t know.

He asked the audience to take care of Rebecca Campora and the 
couple’s two daughters, Dacie and Bethany, not just for a few months, 
but from now on. It’s the least that can be done for the man who 
sacrificed his life for others, he said.

“Rest in peace and God bless,” he said.
The Rev. David Birdsong was the pastor of the church Joel and 

Rebecca Campora belonged to when they lived in Pencil Bluff before 
moving to Scott County. He said Joel Campora loved working with 
teenagers in the church.

Campora will live on in the teens’ lives he touched, Birdsong said.
The Rev. Ken Overturf said Campora was one of the many officers 

who responded after the flood that killed campers at the Albert Pike 
campground in 2010. After returning home, Campora posted on his 
Facebook page that the tragedy made him realize how short life is, 
Overturf said.

Campora told him he had seen people ages 3 to 68 die and how 
important it was to accept Christ as Lord and savior, the reverend said.

Campora was born in Oregon and raised in Mena, according to 
his obituary. After attending Rich Mountain Community College 
in Mena and Henderson State University in Arkadelphia, he began 
his law-enforcement career as a reserve officer with the Mena Police 
Department. He later worked as a deputy with the Montgomery 
County sheriff ’s office before joining the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission five years ago.

He was a member of the commission’s dive team, disaster-response 
team, and an instructor in defensive tactics and defensive driving. n

The family of Arkansas Game and Fish officer Joel Campora — his daughters, 
Dacie Jayden and Bethany Faith, and his wife, Rebecca – wait with the Rev. 
Ken Overturf for an escort Friday after his funeral in Waldron. Campora and 
Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter died in last week’s flooding as the two 
tried to rescue two women who also perished. More photos are available at 

arkansasonline.com / galleries. (Photo by David Gottschalk)
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Campora Remembered 
as Dedicated Officer, Christian

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 10:54 a.m., June 7, 2013, by Alicia Agent and Katie Kormann / Updated on: 05:32 p.m., June 7, 2013

Friends, family and colleagues gathered Friday afternoon (June 7) 
to say goodbye to Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife 

Officer Joel Campora, of Waldron.
“It’s such a celebration of what his life represented,” said Col. Jeff 

Crow with the AG&FC. “It’s truly, to me, it’s humbling to know 
that such men work in the organization that I lead.”

The memorial service was held at 1 p.m., at the Waldron High 
School Football Field located on W. Highway 80.

Law enforcement from all over Arkansas and as far away as 
Pennsylvania were on hand to honor their fallen brother.

“It doesn’t surprise me that this many people are here because 
he has an influence on everybody,” said Lacee Brown, who knew 
Campora as a youth pastor at their local church.

Campora, 32, lost his life while attempting to rescue two women 
from swift water when storms and flood waters swept through Y-City 
in Scott County May 31. Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 41, 
Vivian Reimer and Regina “Kay” Shearn, 60, also died after rising 
waters caused the home the two women were in to implode.

A three day search followed to recover all four people.
“Mission number one was to bring him home. We done that on 

Sunday. Number two is to give him the true hero send off. We done 
that today. Number three is to take care of his family and kids,” said 
Mike Knoedl with the AG&FC.

Knoedl has said time and again, Campora was the epitome of what 
a wildlife officer should be. Campora was also active in his church 
and dedicated his time to mentoring youth in his church community.

“They were just what we needed,” Brown said. “They were young, 
and they were freshly married, and they were in love, and they were 
huge followers of Christ. They changed all of our lives.”

Brown and her friend Samantha Ritchie say Campora and his 
wife Rebecca helped them strengthen their faith when the couple 
volunteered at Salem Baptist Church.

“If it wasn’t for them two, I wouldn’t have gone to Sunday school, 
or done as much stuff as I would’ve done in the church because they 
would come and get me every Sunday for Sunday school and stuff,” 
Ritchie said.

Campora leaves behind wife Rebecca and two young daughters. 
Memorial funds have been established at First National Bank, 
Community National Bank and Chambers Bank.

Hundreds of law enforcement officials, friends and family 
members filled Waldron High School’s football field on Wednesday 
to remember Sheriff Carpenter.

No word yet on when funeral services will be held for Reimer or 
Shearn. An official with a local funeral home says he believes their 
services will be organized and held by relatives out of state.

 n

Flags To Lower For Wildlife Officer 
Killed In Flood Rescue

Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, 2013, Used With Permission

Gov. Mike Beebe ordered Thursday that all Arkansas f lags be 
flown at half-staff Friday in honor of the wildlife officer killed 

May 31 while attempting a water rescue during flash flooding.
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer 1st Class 

Joel Campora, 32, of Mena died along with Scott County Sheriff 
Carpenter, 41, as they were trying to save two women from the 
floodwaters that destroyed their home in Y City on the banks of Mill 
Creek. The flooding was part of storms that struck the state last week, 
killing six people and spawning at least 12 tornadoes.

On Wednesday, more than 1,000 people turned out at Waldron 
High School to mourn Carpenter. The funeral for Campora, who 
served as a game warden for five years, is set for 1 p.m. Friday, also 
at the high school.

“All Arkansas citizens owe Joel Campora a lasting debt of gratitude 
for performing his job with integrity and enthusiasm and should pay 
tribute to his faithful service,” Beebe said in declaring that flags be 
lowered in Campora’s honor.

 n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

State Flags Fly at Half-Staff Friday 
in Honor of Fallen Wildlife Officer

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 / Updated: June 6, 2013

LITTLE ROCK, AR - Governor Mike Beebe 
has ordered Arkansas flags to fly at half-staff on 

Friday to honor Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife 
Officer Joel Campora.

Officer Campora, 32, of Waldron, died during 
a water rescue last Friday in flash flooding that also 
killed Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and 
two Y City residents.

Visitation is today until 9:00 p.m., at the 

Heritage Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron. 
Family will receive visitors from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m.

Officer Campora’s life celebration will be at 
1:00 p.m., Friday afternoon at the Waldron High 
School Sports Complex.

Memorial funds have been established at First 
National Bank, Community National Bank and 
Chambers Bank for Campora’s family. n

WO Joel Lee Campora
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Billboard Honors 
Scott County Fallen Heroes

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 9:47 a.m., July 12, 2013, by Daniela Montgomery and Katie Kormann, 

Updated on: 12:25 p.m., July 12, 2013

Friday (July 12) a memorial sign was unveiled in remembrance 
of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Arkansas Fish and 

Game Wildlife Officer Joel Campora. The two men died while 
attempting to rescue two women during heavy flooding that swept 
through Scott County May 31.

“This is very special,” said Campora’s mother, Lyla. “And yes, 
I will look at this a lot.”

Lyla says the community has been very supportive since her 
son’s tragic death.

“It’s just been fantastic,” she said. “People coming over and just 
talking, it’s encouraging.”

The billboard is being donated for a year by Clear Channel 
Outdoor. It is located on highway 71B in Waldron, across from the 
Farmers Co-op.

Waldron City Officials, the Scott County Sheriff ’s Department, 
and members of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission were in 
attendance for the unveiling of the billboard.

“I don’t think I’ll be able to drive through here without pulling 
over for just a moment and looking at it, admiring it, admiring my 

friends and how they lived and how they died,” said Waldron Police 
Chief David Millard.

Several members of the close-knit community were also on-hand, 
including the Waldron Bulldogs football team who cancelled practice 
to support Carpenter’s sons who is on the team.

“We just decided today that, you know what, practice just isn’t that 
important,” said Coach Shane Davis. “Football’s taking a backseat 
to all this right now. We just cancelled practice today and came out 
here to support our brothers and pay respect to some real heroes.”

Friends and family of Carpenter and Campora say this tribute will 
be a reminder of the sacrifice the officers made for the community 
they loved.

“They both loved their job this is what each of them was born to 
do, and both of them woke up every morning happy to go to work,” 
said Brian Bailey, with the Arkansas Game & Fish Commission.

After his death, Carpenter’s wife, Amie, was appointed sheriff of 
Scott County. She was honored by her peers this week at the Arkansas 
Sheriff ’s Association Convention in Fort Smith. n

A new billboard in Waldron honors two local men who lost their lives in the line of duty.
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Sign Hails Two Rescuers As Heroes
Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, 2013, Used with Permission

By Dave Hughes, this article was published July 13, 2013 at 4:40 
a.m.

WALDRON — The late Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
and Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer 1st Class 
Joel Campora were honored Friday with the unveiling of a billboard 
sign labeling them as heroes.

Carpenter, 41, and Campora, 32, died May 31 while trying 
to rescue two women from their home in Y City as Mill Creek 
floodwaters raged around them.

Making their way to the house in a small boat, Carpenter and 
Campora were inside when the house collapsed from the force of 
the water, killing them and the two women they sought to rescue, 
Regina K. Shearn, 60, and Vivian Sue Reimer, 65.

The two men gave their lives without regard for their own 
safety to protect the community they served, said Steve Jackson, an 
account executive for Clear Channel Outdoor, which donated the 
billboard sign.

“Their bravery and heroism should cause us to pause and survey 
our own commitment to our community, having raised the standards 
by which citizens are measured,” he said.

The ceremony, which featured remarks, a song and prayer, was 
attended by family, friends and colleagues of Carpenter and Campora 
and residents of the community, along with representatives from law 
enforcement and the Game and Fish Commission.

More than 20 members of the Waldron High School football 
team, including two of Carpenter’s sons, Garren and Douglas, passed 
up football practice Friday to attend the 9 a.m., unveiling, their coach 
Shane Davis said.

At the end of the ceremony, Campora’s widow, Rebecca, thanked 
the crowd for attending and said she hoped the community would 
continue to heal from the loss.

The billboard stands on a stretch of U.S. 71B south of 
Waldron’s downtown, facing south in the direction of Y City.

The billboard has photos of the two men with the words “In honor 
of our heroes” and pictures of their badges with black tape across the 
faces, signifying mourning for officers lost in the line of duty. Under 
the pictures of the men are the words End of Watch May 31, 2013.

The death of the two men stunned and saddened the community. 
Residents packed the high school stadium’s home team stands for 
funerals June 5 and 7 that were attended by law officers and wildlife 
officials from across the state.

After declaring a vacancy in the sheriff ’s position last month, the 
Scott County Quorum Court appointed Carpenter’s widow, Amie, 
to serve out her husband’s fifth term of office.

Clear Channel account executive Tracy McMillen said the 
billboard will display the tribute for a year. A 4x8  foot banner, 
identical to the billboard, also has been donated to be displayed at 
Waldron High School football games, she said. n
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Sign Of The Times 

How We Do Things Around Here
Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette©, 2013, Used with Permission 

This article was published July 16, 2013 at 4:42 a.m.

I t was hard to know what to say when Cody Carpenter and Joel 
Campora were killed in courageous action. This being Arkansas, 

of course folks at the paper knew them. The emails back in May 
were heartbreaking.

On the last day of that month, flash-flooding hit several low-lying 
spots in the state, and not just those. The two men-Sheriff Carpenter 
of Scott County and wildlife officer Joel Campora of the Game and 
Fish Commission-took to a small boat in an attempt to rescue two 
women from a home in Y City.

Mill Creek raged. The men fought on anyway.
When the men got to the house, and finally inside it, Mill Creek 

tore it down. And the flash flood took their lives. Along with the 
two officers, the two women they were trying to rescue were lost, 
too: Regina Shearn and Vivian Sue Reimer.

Arkansas was left in a state of shock. When a sheriff and a wildlife 

officer show up during a flood, it usually means all will soon be well. 
It’s not supposed to end like this.

Now, several weeks later, the two men who gave their lives May 
31 have been honored with a billboard on U.S. 71B, just south of 
Waldron’s downtown area. Folks at Clear Channel Outdoor, which 
donated the sign, say the billboard will stay up for a year. Another 
sign, a similar but smaller one, was presented to Waldron High School 
to be displayed at football games.

Well, sure. In small-town America, if you want to get attention, 
first you put up a billboard on the highway. Then you put one on 
display at Friday night football games. If anybody deserves this kind 
of tribute, it’s Cody Carpenter and Joel Campora. And their families. 
For they, too, have made a great sacrifice.

Peace. May we all remember that nothing good is ever lost.
 n

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
Honors Late Wildlife Officer

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. Times Record Newspaper – Online 
By The Associated Press, posted August 7, 2013 - 2:48 p.m.

WALDRON — The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has 
awarded its officer of the year honor to an officer who died 

while attempting a water rescue in western Arkansas.
Joel Campora died May 31 in the f looding along with Scott 

County Sheriff Cody Carpenter. The pair was trying to rescue two 
women who were stranded by the rising floodwaters.

Campora had been a wildlife officer with the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission since 2007. He lived in Waldron with his 

wife and two children.
The commission said Campora will now be nominated to become 

the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies officer 
of the year.

The commission said Campora worked closely with law 
enforcement agencies and with the U.S. Forest Service by helping 
enforce various littering and boating laws.

 n

July 31, 2013: AR NWTF Board of Directors has chosen Joel as the 2013 Wildlife Officer of the Year. Joel was president and banquet chairperson for 
our local chapter for several years. It’s something he and I did together.

August 3, 2013: Very proud to announce that Joel has been named the Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officer of the year.
August 7, 2013: Joel has been named the Arkansas wildlife federation officer of the year!
To Date: Campora is now nominated to be honored as the Southeastern Association of Fish and Wildlife Agency Officer of the Year.
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NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

AGFC Review of Fatal Flood
ABC 7 / KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 

Posted: Aug 28, 2013 6:33 p.m. CDT / Updated: Sep 27, 2013 6:33 p.m. CDT 
By Jason Pederson

LITTLE ROCK – They are remembered as heroes. But could better 
training and equipment made them living heroes?
The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission has completed an 

investigation into the flash flooding that killed Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter, wildlife officer Joel Campora and three civilians.

Even the best training and equipment couldn’t guarantee 
a different outcome.

But some things that would have improved the odds.
The report includes a picture of the terrain around Y City. It shows 

a geological bathtub…and all that heavy rain water was funneling 
towards the spot where two women where trapped in their home.

“What we believe happened now was is that they actually had 
one of the victims in the boat,” says AGFC Director Mike Knoedl 
about the rescue attempt made by Carpenter and Campora. “That 
is what our deconstructionists tell us. And that the other victim was 
still inside the house when the house was swept away.”

The report says the officer’s boat hit a tree and capsized.
It was later recovered, as were the bodies of Sheriff Carpenter, 

Officer Campora, and the two women they bravely tried to save.
The after action report states that … “during floods it is arguable 

whether flat-bottom boats with 25-horsepower motors are sufficient 
to attempt rescue operations.”

A semi-rigid inflatable boat … known as a Zodiac rescue boat 
… would have stood a better chance in the conditions. But one 
wasn’t available.

Better life jackets could have been used as well. But all these things 
cost money, and flooding of this magnitude is exceedingly rare.

“I highly suspect that there will be a couple of Zodiac boats 
purchased,” says Director Knoedl. “I do know that the life jackets 
will be purchased … the rescue type. And some throw-able type 
devices that are used in rescue situations as well.”

Knoedl showed us a picture of a flash flood rescue he was a part 
of years ago in Dallas County.

He understands the risks.
“I fully believe that all the stars lined up that night and, you know, 

what happened was meant to be,” says Knoedl. “And I don’t think 
that any equipment or any training would have changed that. I really 
don’t.”

Both the investigation and the after-action report follow:

InvestIgatIon

Investigation  /  Conclusion 
Line of Duty Deaths 

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
Wildlife Officer First Class Campora

On Friday May 31, 2013, at approximately 02:02 hours, Wildlife 
Officer First Class Joel Campora’s radio traffic stated that he had 

continued on 36
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been called out by Scott County Sheriff ’s Department due to flooding 
on highway 270. A short time later he met up with Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter at a residence near the junction of highway 270 and 
highway 71 where water was rising rapidly and endangering the lives 
of those inside the dwelling. Both Wildlife Officer First Class (OFC) 
Campora and Sheriff Carpenter got into OFC Campora’s assigned 
boat (15 / 46 Xpress, 25hp motor) and motored towards the residence 
a short distance away, 321 feet.

Two Scott County Deputies, D.J. Pyles and Chyenne King, were 
on the scene as Sheriff Carpenter and Wildlife Officer First Class 
Campora made their daring rescue attempt of two woman that 
were trapped inside their residence by the raging flood waters. OFC 
Campora was wearing a camouflage float coat and Sheriff Carpenter 
was wearing a black inflatable PFD given to him by OFC Campora. 
Deputy King backed the boat into the water with Sheriff Carpenter 
setting in the front of the boat and OFC Campora as boat operator. 
OFC Campora maneuvered his boat northward along the west side 
of the property, and then east toward the residence. Deputy King 
and Pyles could see a spotlight working from the boat as it made its 
way to the residence. The rainfall was extremely heavy during the 
rescue attempt, making it impossible for the deputies to actually 
witness the events that were unfolding. Approximately 10 minutes 
had passed when the deputies heard a loud crash at the residence 
and it was at that moment when the spotlight on the front of OFC 
Campora’s boat went out.

On Friday May 31, 2013, calls started going out around the state 
asking for officers to help with the search for the missing officers, and 
at this time it was determined that the occupants of the residence, 
two females, were missing too. Game and Fish officers met at the 
command post set up by the sheriff ’s office and immediately began 
the search for the missing. Shortly after 08:00 the body of Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter was located by searchers. Searching continued 
throughout the day but no other missing persons were found.

On Saturday June 1, 2013, searching continued for missing persons 
but was hindered by heavy rains, rising waters, and ground to air 
lightning strikes. After the rains subsided, a local landowner located 
a second victim (Female) while checking on their livestock in the early 
afternoon hours; she was believed to be one of the two women that 
OFC Campora and Sheriff Carpenter were trying to rescue. It was 
later determined during our investigation that this victim was inside 
the residence when it was overtaken by the flood waters. The victim 
was found in a large debris pile containing numerous household 
items and construction materials consistent with the abode where 
the incident first took place. Searching in that area continued but 
no other victims were found.

On Sunday June 2, 2013, the searching resumed in the early 
hours of the morning. At approximately 0930 hours, OFC Joel 
Campora’s body was found by searchers. Officer Campora was still 
wearing his Game and Fish issued f loat coat at the time he was 
recovered. Later that afternoon at 1445 hours, the second missing 
woman was found. Sgt. Bobby Barger and Corporal Todd Johnson 
were asked to meet the next morning and retrieve Campora’s boat 

and investigate the incident, to try and figure out the sequence of 
events that took place.

On Monday June 3, 2013, Sgt. Barger and Cpl. Johnson met up 
with several officers from the Game and Fish, Forest Service and the 
State Forestry and went to where Campora’s boat was located. After 
several hours we were able to retrieve the boat as evidence. We then 
met with Captain Clyde Shepard who took us to the residence where 
the accident took place. We began our investigation with a quick 
walkthrough of the scene with Captain Shepard, noting points of 
interest from the boat launch to where the boat motor was found 
lying on the ground. Afterwards we began taking photographs of 
the scene and GPS coordinates of evidence. While documenting 
the location of the boat motor, we noticed a set of markings on 
a hardwood tree that had been pushed horizontal by the force of the 
water. The markings were recognized by both investigators to be 
propeller marks; a very distinctive marking left by a propeller as it 
comes into contact with an object while under power. As shown in 
the photographs below, each propeller mark measured approximately 
four and a quarter inches apart.

We also determined that there was only one viable way to get from 
the launch point to the abode due to the raging water and structural 
objects in the yard, example: two carports with concrete figurines, 
trees, and a small porch in front of the abode where it would be 
difficult to pull a boat up to the front door. With these facts present 
and the location of the boat motor and the boat’s contents (transom 
saver, spot light, gas tank, fuel hose, tie down straps) we determined 
that the vessels path after launch, travelled down the west side of 
the property to the west end of the abode. From there, they began 
extracting the occupants of the abode through a window and not 
through the front door. We also determined with the height of the 
water, direction of water flow (from east to west  /  from right to left 
while approaching the abode from launch point), and the rampant 
current, the west end of the abode would have the calmest water for 
an extraction of someone out of the abode due to the water flowing 
around the south and north sides. We believe that OFC Campora and 
Sheriff Carpenter were both in the vessel at the time of the accident. 
The throttle on the boat motor was still in the fast position (all the 
way over) and the kill switch was in the off position, which tells us 
the motor was being operated until the boat capsized and the kill 
switch was pulled. The motor’s swivel bracket assembly was broken, 
separating the motor from the transom with no or little damage to the 
working components of the motor. The propeller was not damaged, 
no visible signs of damage to the skeg or lower unit were apparent. 
The direction of the break on the swivel bracket assembly, sometimes 
referred to as the motor mount, suggests that the small tree with the 
propeller marks became wedged between the motor and transom. 
As the current forced the boat around it sheared the swivel bracket 
assembly and at the same time turned the boat over throwing all 
occupants into the water.

After reviewing the final resting place of all victims and contents 
of the boat, we have concluded that OFC Campora, Sheriff Carpenter 

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • AGFC Review of Fatal Flood continued

continued on 37
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and the last woman found (elderly) were in the boat when it capsized. 
Furthermore our investigation revealed that the boat was pulled 
up to the west end to the residence and the motor was left in the 
forward throttle position to keep the boat against the structure as the 
younger of the two women occupants of the residence assisted Sheriff 
Carpenter with loading the elderly woman into the boat. Before the 
second woman was able to get out of the house and into the boat, the 
water overtook the structure pushing it off of its foundation and into 
OFC Campora’s boat. OFC Campora made every attempt to throttle 
out of the situation, and is apparent that he was somewhat successful 
considering the physical condition of his boat upon recovery. If the 
abode had pushed Campora’s boat into the trees it would have been 
crushed and distorted far worse than it was.

after-actIon report

Response to Y City Flood 
May 31, 2013 

Line of Duty Death 
After Action Report

In the aftermath of the tragedy that struck the Enforcement 
Division, it is our duty to take a step back and evaluate every aspect 
of this incident. We want to ensure we are doing everything we can to 
provide AGFC officers with the best equipment and training to allow 
them to respond appropriately to any incident, while maintaining 
not only their safety, but also the public’s. The following is a list of 
items for evaluation and discussion.

Equipment

Boats – The current fleet, although several models are older, has 
served us well and allows officers to carry out routine duties without 
problems. However, during floods it is arguable whether flat-bottom 
boats with 25-horsepower motors are sufficient to attempt rescue 
operations. Further evaluations must be made to see if we should 

increase the minimum horsepower on smaller boats to 40 horsepower.
Also, we are reviewing other types of vessels that may be suitable 

to fulfill multiple missions, such as Zodiac rescue boats. These 
boats are designed specifically with search and rescue in mind, and 
may or may not be feasible or suitable for everyday boating / fishing 
related activities. They are semi-rigid inflatable that allow for quick 
deployment and better navigation in rough whitewater.

Officers are supplied with the best life jackets (several types) 
available: two types of inf latable (both auto inf lates, one is 
hydrostatic), Type III f loat coats and older models of inherently 
buoyant vest-type PFDs. We have obtained a few models of swift 
water rescue-specific vests to evaluate. Models have been reviewed by 
the administration and district captains, and most have supported 
the Mustang MRV 150 model. This particular model appears to 
afford the user more maneuverability and comfort. The MRV 150 is 
designed for high visibility, incorporating an extreme color gradient, 
including a black base fabric, f luorescent yellow-green highlights 
and 62 square inches of high-reflectivity SOLAS tape. It provides 
25 pounds of buoyancy with integrated safety features such as a drag 
handle and multiple MOLLE attachment points.

All Disaster Response Team members are equipped with rescue 
throw bags, and consideration should be made for outfitting all 
officers with this tool.

Water rescue / safety helmets – to be discussed.

Training

Officers receive excellent training in defensive boat operations. 
Several have received training and / or have become instructors 
in swift water rescue. A new course on officer water survival has 
been developed by NASBLA. Last spring, four officers attended 
the inaugural course in Ohio to become instructors. Arkansas is 
scheduled to host one of these courses in September, which will enable 
us to increase our instructors to eight or nine. This will allow us to 
begin using this training in the field and incorporating it into the 
cadet school swim curriculum. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • AGFC Review of Fatal Flood continued
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME – GREETINGS: 

WHEREAS: Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer Joel Lee Campora,
born on July 23, 1980, in Bend, Oregon, growing up in Mena, Arkansas, 
was deeply loved by his family and many friends.  Joel was a dedicated 
and conscientious wildlife officer and member of the Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission for the past five years, and he gave his life protecting 
others on May 31, 2013, serving his State in the line of duty in Scott 
County; and 

WHEREAS: Joel Campora was the beloved son of George Campora and Lyla Jean 
Campora, both of Clinton; the devoted husband of Rebecca Campora of 
Waldron; the proud father of Dacie Jayden and Bethany Faith; the loving 
brother of Shiela Farmer of Clinton; and the cherished grandson of Emily 
Campora of Lebanon, Oregon; as well as a valued friend and respected 
public servant to scores of people from across the State; and 

WHEREAS: After attending the Mena public schools and Henderson State University, 
Joel began a career in law enforcement, serving with the Mena Police 
Department, the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office, and attending 
ALETA.  Just five years ago, he fulfilled his lifelong dream of becoming a 
Wildlife Officer First Class with the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission and a member of its Dive Team and Disaster Response 
Team; and 

WHEREAS: Officer Campora was always the consummate professional and dedicated 
public servant, proud of the vital role he played in protecting our citizens and 
our natural heritage; and

WHEREAS: Joel was a loyal friend to those who served with him, an active participant in 
his community and his church, known as a man of faith and for his love of 
his job; and  

WHEREAS: All Arkansas citizens owe Joel Campora a lasting debt of gratitude for 
performing his job with integrity and enthusiasm and should pay tribute to 
his faithful service; and 

WHEREAS: Citizens of this State extend deepest sympathy to the family and loved 
ones of Wildlife Officer Joel Campora; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE BEEBE, Governor of the State of Arkansas, by virtue of 
the authority vested in me by the laws of the State of Arkansas, in tribute 
to the memory of Officer Joel Campora and as an expression of public 
sorrow, do hereby direct that all State flags be flown at half-staff on 
Friday, June 7, 2013 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of 
the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 5th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord 2013. 

ORIGINAL SIGNED      
   MIKE BEEBE, GOVERNOR 

   ORIGINAL SIGNED      
   MARK MARTIN, SECRETARY OF STATE  
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Attributable to the Arkansas 
Attorney General, Dustin McDaniel
Officer Campora and Sheriff Carpenter demonstrated 

great heroism, service and an extraordinary sense of 
duty. I am deeply saddened by their deaths. The entire law 

enforcement community will miss their professionalism and 
dedication. They were examples of what law enforcement 
officers should be. n

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS continued

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

 
June 3, 2013 

 
Mr. President, I also wish to take a 

pause. It seems as though for the last several 
weeks on a very regular basis storms have been 
ravaging the country and different events have 
been occurring where we have had cause to 
pause, and certainly this tragedy that struck 
Arkansas is one. So we would like for our 
colleagues to keep in their thoughts and prayers 
those in western Arkansas who have suffered 
this flood. 
 

As the Senator from Arkansas said, six 
people lost their lives to the terrible storm that 
brought significant flooding to western Arkansas 
late last week. Scott County sheriff Cody 
Carpenter and wildlife officer Joel Campora, two 
dedicated public servants, were among them.  
 

They gave their lives while responding 
to a 9-1-1 call at a home in Y City. The two 
arrived at a home to help two female victims 
trapped by the flooding. While they were there, 
the house exploded, killing all four of them. 
 

Additionally, a Grant County man was 
killed when a tree fell on him as a result of the 
storm. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are people who are true heroes 

not because of the way they died but because of 
the way they lived their lives. 
 

These are people who are true heroes 
not because of the way they died but because of 
the way they lived their lives. 

 
Sheriff Carpenter was a leader who was 

never content to sit behind the desk. He bravely 
put the safety of others before his own to protect 
those in harm's way. He rose from a dispatcher to 
deputy, chief deputy, and then finally sheriff. He 
was a man of faith who loved life, loved his 
family, loved his job, and loved the Lord. 
 

Officer Campora began his law 
enforcement career in Mena, AR. In 2007 he 
became a wildlife officer for the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission. His desire to serve led 
him down this career path, but it also led him to 
serve as a volunteer youth minister for the Salem 
Baptist Church and Pencil Bluff First Baptist 
Church. 
 

Again, these were ordinary people 
doing extraordinary deeds. 
 

Sheriff Carpenter left behind his wife 
Aime Beth and four children: Garren, Christian, 
Douglas, and Irelynn. Officer Campora left 
behind his wife Rebecca and two daughters: 
Dacie and Bethany. 
 

Again, we would very much like 
everyone to remember these families and keep 
them in their thoughts and prayers as time goes 
on. 

 
I yield the floor. 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 113 th CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION  

Honoring Cody Carpenter and Joel Campora   
   United States Senate 



40  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS continued

Remembering Scott County 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter And 

Arkansas Game And Fish 
Wildlife Officer Joel Campora

Transcript of Remarks:
Today, on behalf of a grateful state, I rise to honor 

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Arkansas 
Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, who died 
heroically last week trying to save their fellow Arkansans 
from flash floods.

Sheriff Carpenter leaves behind a wife and four children; 
Officer Campora leaves behind a wife and two daughters. 
Along with my fellow Arkansans, I want to express my 
deepest condolences to their families, their communities, 
and their brothers and sisters in law enforcement.

But even as we mourn their deaths and console their 
loved ones, let us also honor their sacrifice and courage. 
Sheriff Carpenter and Officer Campora died in the 
line of duty, protecting their fellow citizens. John 15:13 
says, “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” These men volunteered for 
duty that can call for that ultimate sacrifice every day. 
Now that they have laid down their lives, I join my state 
and my country in mourning, and celebrating, their 
cherished memory. n

Representative Tom Cotton / Jun 4, 2013 / Cotton Blog 
Earlier today, I spoke on the House Floor in honor of Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter and Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, who lost 

their lives last week trying to save their fellow Arkansans from flash flooding.
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Dear AGFC family…
May 31st, 2013 around 6:30 a.m., is a moment in time I would 

never wish on any other officer’s spouse. When Nakia and 
my pastor knocked on my garage door, and my little girl woke me 
up, I immediately knew something had happened to Joel. Joel had 
left so quickly he didn’t shut the garage door. Something he always 
remembered to do; Joel was a super prepared person. Many would 
say over prepared. He carried two guns, two knives, and two cell 
phones. He carried a gun when we went to the beach.

When Joel went through ALETA he came home and told me 
what to do if something ever happened to him. He wanted to make 
sure we were taken care of. He made me repeat “don’t forget to 
make them do a blood draw.” He always joked that he would wear that vest, even if it was 
150 degrees, for me and if shot we would get extra dollars. It was a topic I hated discussing, 

but something he knew could be any day.
Cody called early that morning. I went back to sleep 

because Cody and Joel always went on water rescues; it 
was routine. He had a bracelet that he wore every day 
that he got at valor training. It was tight and left a white 
mark but he didn’t leave home without it. It said NOT 
TODAY on it. I found that bracelet that day; he left so 
fast he didn’t put it on.

For almost three days we prayed and clung to hope. 
In those days my house was flooded with family, friends 
and officers. June 1st we had a birthday party for Dacie. 
My church family arranged bounce-arounds and tried 
to give her the most normal party she could have. We 
saved Joel a piece of cake. It stayed in the freezer for three 
months. That day was also the day Director Knoedl 
promised they would return Joel home to me. Sunday 

continued on 42
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morning we got the news they had found him and the Director had 
kept his promise, they were bringing him home. Our Community 
lined the streets to offer him a hero’s welcome home.

Through this tragedy I’ve 
realized Joel was taking care of me. 
There are so many people he put in 
our lives. I’m afraid to mention all 
of them, in fear I will leave someone 
out. But several must be mentioned. 
From day one Nakia Crims never 
left my side; until bed time. She 
shielded me from visitors and ran 
interference before anyone stopped 
to see me; she became one of the 
family that week. My pastor was 
here nonstop. He did crafts with the 
herd of kidos in and out each day. 
My girls will never forget making 
Oobleck on the living room coffee 

table. My best friends were here with their kids to keep the girls 
company. Family, mine and Joel’s, and church family, were here to 
help out. People brought everything from A to Z, aspirins to Ziploc 
baggies. I am still using paper towels given that week.

Thank you to everyone that helped search for him. You sacrificed 
family time when your families were hurting as well. Chaplain Key 
was here to offer assistance. When I had a “moment” and needed to 
talk to a counselor, he had someone on the phone within minutes. Dr. 

Sterling Claypool drove back to Waldron from El Dorado the next 
morning just to talk to me; and later talked to Dacie when she was 
having worries. Mary Carmikle was here when I had worries and she 
told me she now knows why she had to endure tragedy. It was to be 
here for me. I received calls from the governor and other law makers.

I will forever be in awe of Joel’s superiors. From Sergeants to the 
Director; everyone was here for the girls and me. Colonel Crow played 

memory in the f loor 
with Bethany. Director 
Knoedl was here to offer 
advice. Officers have 
brought toys and stuffed 
animals. Local officers 
have mowed our yard 
and stopped by just to 
check on us.

The AGFC honor 
guard was amazing. My 
kids have played honor 
guard. I asked them to 
put away their blankets 
after a nap and Dacie 
had to fold hers like the 
flag that was presented 
to us. Off icers from 
A2 and A3 brought 
Joel ’s duck and deer 
to me that was at the 
taxidermist. Brian Bailey, Joel’s partner, was here to talk, cry, and 
help with anything I asked. Joel’s Captains Greg Rae and Clyde 
Shepherd have checked on me often.

Moment by moment new worries surfaced and little by little God 
supplied an answer through the people around me. I wrote on FB 
early that week that “my heart has never felt so empty yet so full at 

the same time.” Frankie Tucker helped 
me train Toby, the 90-pound German 
shepherd puppy that Joel got Beth for 
Christmas. It didn’t work out so he 
helped me find a nice home for Toby 
in a LEO family in Flippin, Arkansas.

A dozen game wardens and interns 
f looded my home for a work day. 
They painted, did yard work, and did 
what I called “Joel Jobs” around the 
house. Cody’s wife, Amie, and I have 
poured our hearts out to each other 
these past four months. Jeff Crow 
has chauffeured me from banquets to 
lawyers, to advisors.

Linda Craig, Arkansas President of 
C.O.P.S, talked me into attending the 
Spouses Retreat in Potosi, Missouri. 

I left my babies for four days and zip lined and climbed a rock wall. 
The greatest thing I took from those four days is that I am truly 
blessed. I sat around and listened to other spouses that didn’t have 
the support system I have. From day one someone from AGFC has 
been with me to offer advice or assistance in some way. Other agencies 
across the country can’t say that.

continued on 43
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I love my AGFC family. I was always so proud to be Joel’s wife 
and to be a game warden wife. I can honestly say I am even prouder 
now. David Hall told me the girls are going to be embarrassed when 
180 officers show up to their graduations. I told him they will love 
it. My kids have never met a stranger in uniform. I need all you guys 
to help me keep Joel’s memory alive for the girls. They are so young 
and need to know how awesome and heroic their daddy was.

I know we are going to be okay. I have a huge support group 
wearing green. Joel lived each day like it was his last. He loved his 
job and his LEO family. His blood ran blue for the thin blue line. 
Be safe out there and hug your kids and tell your wife you love her 
every time you leave. God bless you all.

Rebecca, Dacie and Bethany n

THE FAMILY IS BLESSED • Dear AGFC family… continued

Here I am with Missouri game wardens while attending a cop’s spouses retreat in Missouri. I took a pistol class.  
The other lady is Kim Stuckey; her husband was a GW in Louisiana. I also zip lined and climbed a rock wall.

On June 20th, Districts A2 and A3, plus the interns came to do my “honey do” list. They painted, put up an electric 
fence, did yard work, put lattice around my deck, put in a peep hole and installed motion lights.
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THE FAMILY IS BLESSED • Dear AGFC family… continued

Everyone helped. Thank you little ones.

Thank you all!

Thank you all!
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Words Of Thanks Cannot Express…
Joel Campora is our son, brother and uncle. He loved his job and 

loved to play. He portrayed that love every time he took us to enjoy 
the outdoors. We are heartbroken to have lost this part of our family, 
but we have the memories and his love of Christ to carry with us.

When we got the call from Becca that Joel was missing, we did 
not realize the impact that the AGFC would have on our lives. The 
fact that so many of you were willing to come and keep searching 
until you were able to bring him home, simply overwhelmed us. We 
know he’s in Jesus’ arms now.

Even though we were not previously introduced to you, you 
welcomed and loved us as one of your own. We know you all were 
heartbroken as well, but you still included us when telling stories 
about Joel. Allowing our teen boys to see another side of Joel gave 
them even more memories to hold. The beautiful service that honored 
him was another unbelievable experience. We cannot begin to express 
how much your actions blessed us. We are honored to have AGFC 
as our extended family.

Thank you so much,

By Lyla Campora,  
Shiela (Campora) and Darin Farmer, 
Drew, Travis, Nathan, and Natalie

THE FAMILY IS BLESSED continued

continued on 46

“Son, you’ve outgrown my lap, but never my heart.” (Author Unknown) Joel with his niece Natalie and Dacie holding her baby.

Joel’s last float trip with the boys, Nathan, Travis and in the 
boat with Joel is Drew. July 2012 on the Spring River.

Joel, brother-in-law Darin Farmer, and nephews Drew and Travis.
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THE FAMILY IS BLESSED • Words Of Thanks Cannot Express… continued

This is Joel’s sister and kids with arm bands and WIN 
bracelets given to them by Dep. Director Jeff Crow.

Dep. Director Jeff Crow with Drew and Travis Farmer. 
Jeff attended their game at Hooten’s Classic this year. 

Joel attended this game a year ago to watch his nephews.
Joel with his family at the Dixie Cafe after E-1-07 graduation.  

His mother, Lyla is to his left.

Joel’s sister, Shiela and her family, husband Darin Farmer, sons Drew, Travis, 
Nathan, and niece Natalie.  Following them is Linda Craig, President of Arkansas 

COPS and Mary Carmikle and son Caleb. (Photo by Mike Wintroath)
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Joel Lee Campora, 
Wildlife Officer 1st Class

By Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, 
October 7, 2007 – May 31, 2013

Joel Lee Campora of Waldron, Arkansas went to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
Friday, May 31, 2013 in Y-City, Arkansas. Joel was born July 23, 1980, to George Campora 

and Lyla Jean (Bryant) Campora in Bend, Oregon. Joel was 32 years, 10 months and 10 
days old.

As a child, Joel attended Mena Public Schools in Mena, Arkansas. He graduated from 
Mena High School and then attended Rich Mountain Community College. He later attended 
Henderson State University in Arkadelphia, Arkansas. He began his law enforcement career 
as a reserve for the Mena Police Department. He entered full time law enforcement with 
the Montgomery County Sheriff ’s Department as a county deputy and attended ALETA, 
(Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy.) His dream career with the Arkansas Game 
& Fish Commission as a Wildlife Officer 1st Class began five years ago. Joel was a member 

continued on 48
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of AGFC Dive Team and the Disaster Response Team. He also was 
a Defensive Tactics Instructor, and Defensive Driving Instructor.

Joel was an active member of the Poteau Mountain NWTF, 
serving as President. He was very active member of AWOA (Arkansas 
Wildlife Officers Association) he was currently serving as treasurer. 
He was a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, a previous Mena 
Optimist Club President, and S.C.H.E.C. prevention person of 
the year.

Anyone that knew Joel knew his love of his family and serving 
God. There was no mistaking his faith, his belief of God and how he 
loved to share it. He was a member of Waldron First Baptist Church 
where he was a youth leader and a Deacon. Joel served as youth 
director at Pencil Bluff Baptist Church and Salem Baptist Church. 
Joel had a passion for helping people and especially enjoyed children 
and young people.

Joel leaves behind to cherish his memory, his wife Rebecca and 
two young daughters, Dacie Jayden and Bethany Faith. Joel will be 
missed by his father George Campora of Clinton, AR and mother Lyla 
Campora of Clinton, Arkansas, one sister, Shiela Farmer of Clinton, 
Arkansas and Grandmother Emily Campora of Lebanon, Oregon. 

Uncle Joel will also be missed by three nephews: Drew Farmer, Travis 
Farmer, and Nathan Farmer and one niece Natalie Farmer all of 
Clinton, Arkansas. Joel will be missed by all that knew him and the 
many whose lives were impacted by him including a host of friends 
and loved ones who loved him dearly.

Joel is preceded in death by his maternal grandparents, Carl Bryant 
and Alma Allie Bryant and paternal grandfather, George Campora.

Joel’s life celebration will be at 1:00 p.m., Friday, June 7, 2013 at the 
Waldron High School Sports Complex in Waldron, Arkansas with 
Dr. Ken Overturf, Dr. David Birdsong, and Matt Bell officiating. 
Arrangements and cremation are being entrusted to Heritage 
Memorial Funeral Home & Crematory in Waldron, Arkansas.

Joel’s pallbearers will be Arkansas Game and Fish Honor Guard. 
Honorary pallbearers will be AGFC Officers, Jeremy Miller and 
Joe Bowling.

Joel’s visitation will be Thursday, June 6, 2013 from 8:00 a.m., 
until 9:00 p.m., at the Heritage Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron, 
Arkansas. Family will receive visitors from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Memorial funds have been established at First National Bank, 
Community National Bank and Chambers Bank. n

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  49

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Joel Campora Memorial 
June 7, 2013

By Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor, FBC Waldron

There are times in life when all of us, no 
matter how strong our faith may be, cry out 

either audibly or inside our soul, and ask, “Why, 
God? Why did you let this happen? Why didn’t you 
prevent this tragedy?” For many of us, one of those 
times was last Friday.

With the news of Joel and Cody’s disappearance, 
it seemed as if a dark cloud descended upon our 
community, our county, on the law enforcement 
and Game and Fish families, and especially on 
the families of these whose husbands and fathers 
gave all. There has been, over the past week, 
a lingering sense of shock and despair.

I stand before you today, as a pastor, and 
will tell you that I cannot answer that “Why?” 
question. And anyone who would presume that 
they could do so, anyone who says they can is 
a liar.

One thing I do know today is that God is 
sovereign. Someone might ask, “Where was God 
last Friday?” And I would tell you that he was in the boat with Joel 
and Cody, he was in the raging waters with these two, our heroes. He 
was there to lift them up in his arms as he welcomed them home. God 
was with Bryan and others who stood in despair, as they felt helpless 
staring at the raging waters. He was with Joel and Cody’s brothers 
in their desperate search, holding onto hope. And he was with them 
when the stunning realization came that their brothers were gone.

In every minute, in every hour since that moment, God has been 
a comforting presence to Joel and Cody’s families. And today, in 
this very moment, He is here to minister, to bring comfort, to bring 
strength to us. God is the Lord of history. Nothing has happened 
outside of his plan. Nothing ever leaves Him bewildered or astonished. 
Nothing ever catches God by surprise. He is in control even in this 
very moment.

Two truths have become abundantly clear to all of us in the 
past week.

The First Truth – Life is unpredictable. We don’t even know 
what will happen today, much less next week or next year. The truth 
is that no one can predict the future.

The Second Truth – Life is brief. Today, we recognize that 
thirty-two years is far too short.

The fact is, life is too brief and too unpredictable to live it not 

knowing our final destiny. We count our lives in years but God tells 
us in Psalm 90:12 to number our days. The truth of the matter is 
that all of us are just one heartbeat away from eternity.

In 1 Samuel 20:3, David said, “Yet as surely as the Lord lives and 
as you live, there is only a step between me and death.”

The writer of Hebrews says it this way; Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) 
27… it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment…

You see if all we had to do was to live and then to die – that 
would not be so hard. WE EACH could do the things that only 
WE would enjoy, and not be concerned about the aftermath. But 
the Bible makes clear that each of us will be held accountable for 
how we live this side of death.

Today we are confronted with the stark reality of death and we 
have no choice but to think about serious questions:

What do I believe about life? What are the important things 
in life – What really matters when life comes to an end? What do 
I believe about death – life after death?

What place has God in my life? Do I believe that Jesus died on 
the cross FOR ME so that I may not fear death?

Today is not the time to mouth some religious formula or give 
clichéd assurances.

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued
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We need hope for our own souls and we need it with clarity.
And I declare today that we do not despair, we do not sorrow 

today as those who have no hope.
Today, our hope is in Jesus Christ – Joel Campora placed his faith 

in Jesus and received him as his personal Savior and Lord. And I stand 
today and can declare with utmost confidence that Joel Campora 
lives today in heaven.

What I share today, is what Rebecca asked me to share. She said 
this is what Joel would have wanted. And so today, I ask the question 
of every person here – Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal 
Lord and Savior? Has there ever been a time in your life that you 
confessed your sin and asked Jesus to save you?

Acts 10:43 (NKJV) tells us “To Him all the prophets witness that, 
through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”

Jesus said of Himself – “Whoever believes in me will live, even 
though he dies.”

God’s intention for life was best expressed by Jesus when 
he declared, “For God so Loved the World, that He gave His only 
(begotten) Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life.”

Jesus said “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to 
the Father except through me.”

There is no other way to enter heaven it’s only through a personal 
relationship with Jesus. It doesn’t have to do with religion i.e. Baptist, 
Catholic, Nazarene, or Methodist, Presbyterian, etc. It doesn’t have 
to do with being a good person. You can be a wonderful person; 
I have heard people described as a “good ol’ boy.” – But that will not 
get you into heaven. No one can pray you in.

1 John 5:12-13 God’s Word declares, “He who has the Son has life; 
he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. These things 
I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life.”

Wouldn’t it be great to know that you will spend eternity in 
heaven? Well, the scriptures say that we can know and it’s only 
through a relationship with Christ.

Christ paid the price for us to be saved Rom 5:8 says – “But God 
demonstrates his own love to us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.”

What must I do, what must we do, to have a relationship 
with Jesus?

We must realize that sin separates us from God. Rom 3:23 says 
– “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

Whether it is a little white lie or a lifestyle you know that is not 
pleasing to God. We must ask God to forgive us for living that way. 
1 John 1:9 declares, “If we confess our sins, He (God) is faithful and just 
to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

We must ask Him to come and be our personal Savior.
The promise of Romans 10:13 say, “For whoever calls on the name 

of the LORD shall be saved.”
It isn’t a matter of our decision to do better. Those decisions at 

a time like this are usually short lived.
It is not a matter of our decision to adopt some religious creed or 

participate in some religious ceremony. Most of our religious activity 
is little more than self-righteous attempts to make us feel better.

What it is, is a matter of establishing a right relationship with God 
through faith in Christ. Again, the Bible says, “For whosoever shall 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” (Rom 10:13)

If in a simple act of faith you must be willing to acknowledge 
your need of a Savior, and trust in the completed work of Jesus on 
your behalf, the Bible says that God will accept you, forgive you, 
and make you His own child.

Brother Ken, how do you know that is the message Joel would 
want you to share?

Three years ago, Joel worked the flood tragedy at Albert Pike. 
After he returned home, he posted this on his Facebook page.”

“The more I think about the tragedy that occurred at Albert 
Pike and seeing it first hand, makes me realize that life is extremely 
short. Don’t wait to accept Christ as your Savior. Your time may 
be tonight. I saw all ages – 3 to 68 – die. What’s your excuse? Just 
believe and live forever in the loving arms of Christ. It’s your 
choice. Please pray for the families who lost their loved ones.”

I would urge you – Joel, through his own words, urges you to 
accept Jesus as your Savior. Find someone, a pastor, a Christian 
friend, turn to someone before you leave this field today, and ask 
them if they could tell you how, if they could help you to ask Jesus 
into your heart.

In a few days, for many in this place, life will return to normal. For 
some here today, normal has changed completely. They must forge 
a new normal – and by the grace of God, and with the continued 
support of family, this community, this county, and you who share 
a common brotherhood – there will be a new normal that includes 
the cherished memory of Joel Campora.

We know today that Joel Campora is in heaven. If you are here 
today as one who knows Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, this is not 
goodbye. Today, we can say to Joel – “We’ ll see you later my brother, 
my friend.”

Let’s close this moment with a prayer. And, let me urge you again, 
do not dismiss this opportunity to make peace with God.

Heavenly Father, we are saddened by the tragedy that brings us 
to this place today. Those who knew and loved Joel are better today 
for having had the pleasure of his friendship. As we today commit 
him to You, we also take inventory of our own lives and come before 
You as needy people. We need Your strength, Your comfort, Your 
grace, and we need Your forgiveness.

I pray that you would send your comforting presence today; that 
you would embrace Becca and her family, the Game and Fish officers, 
law enforcement and all those hurting today. Might we sense in a very 
real way your strength for this day and the days ahead?

Today, Father, We rejoice that we know where Joel is. We rejoice 
that our hope is in you.

Amen n

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION • Joel Campora Memorial ~ June 7, 2013 continued
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Text of Colonel Jeff Crow’s Eulogy of 
Wildlife Officer 1st Class Joel Campora

June 7th, 2013
Over the course of the last week many have spoken about the many 

qualities and attributes of Joel Campora; many have spoken about 
his tremendous faith and life committed to Jesus Christ, some about 
what a wonderful husband he was to Becca, and father to Dacie and 
Bethany or what a good son he was to Lyla and wonderful brother 
to Shelia. To those of us who wear this uniform, we testify to what 
a true friend and brother he was.

But today for a few moments, I want to speak about the courage 
of Joel Campora.

While Joel will forever be memorialized for the valor he displayed 
in the darkness of May 31st, let us also always remember the heroic 
way in which he lived his life.

Joel lived his life in the same way that he left it, with courage 
and integrity.

Friday morning I stood on the bank of Mill Creek where the 
tragic events that bring us here today unfolded. As I surveyed the 
indescribable destruction left by the torrent that raged through that 
valley, I asked myself, where do we find such men who will place 
themselves in such peril?

In Luke 9:24 Jesus said, “For whoever wants to save their life will 
lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it.”

As those flood waters raged around those helpless ladies’ home, to 
stand by and watch was simply not in Joel’s DNA. A normal person 
would probably have chosen the safety of dry land stood fast watching 
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in horror as this tragedy unfolded. But Joel was not normal; Joel was 
an uncommon man. Every fiber of his being screamed for him to go, 
and go he did. For Joel there was only one thing to do, and he did it.

You see Joel understood that to truly live he must be willing to 
die. To many that concept may seem foolish, but to public servants 
like Joel Campora, this paradox is crystal clear.

How ironic is it that the sacrificial love he had for his family, 
friends and community was what we loved most about him and 
ultimately was what took him from us.

Today as we marvel at the incredible courage of Joel Campora, 
I would like to share the writings of 20th Century Apologetic — 
Gilbert Keith Chesterton.

Courage is almost a contradiction in terms. It means a strong 
desire to live taking the form of a readiness to die. ‘He that will lose 
his life, the same shall save it,’ is not a piece of mysticism for saints 
and heroes. This paradox is the whole principle of courage; even of 
quite earthly or brutal courage. A man cut off by the sea may save 

his life if he will risk it on the precipice. He can only get away from 
death by continually stepping within an inch of it.

A soldier surrounded by enemies, if he is to cut his way out, needs 
to combine a strong desire for living with a strange carelessness about 
dying. He must not merely cling to life, for then he will be a coward, 
and will not escape. He must not merely wait for death, for then he 
will be a suicide, and will not escape. He must seek his life in a spirit 
of furious indifference to it; he must desire life like water and yet 
drink death like wine. No philosopher I fancy has ever expressed 
this romantic riddle with adequate lucidity, and I certainly have not 
done so. But Christianity has done more: it has marked the limits 
of it in the awful graves of the suicide and the hero, showing the 
distance between him who dies for the sake of living and him who 
dies for the sake of dying.

Thank God for men like Joel Campora, who die for the sake of 
living. n
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Joel Campora Memorial 
June 7, 2013

By Corporal Ken Key, 
Arkansas Game & Fish Commission Honor Guard Chaplin

On behalf of the family, let me welcome 
you and thank you for being here. 

Today we gather to pay tribute to a hero; 
a hero who loved his wife, kids, and family; 
a hero who loved his job; but also a hero 
who loved the Lord. Joel was a deacon 
and a leader in his church; he and Rebecca 
worked with youth. Joel impacted many 
lives around him. Today we celebrate his 
life; what made him a hero was not just in 
how he died, but how he lived. There are two scriptures that come 
to mind today as we honor this hero.

John 15:13 – “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for His friends.”

Romans 5:7-8 – For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet 
perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God 
demonstrates His own love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ dies for us.

Joel believed those scriptures.
Joel was and still is a hero because of the way he lived and the 

way he went into glory.
Rest in Peace Joel. n

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued

The Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine
Quote from Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor, FBC Waldron; To be published in the ABN

Joel Campora had a servant’s heart. Not only did he serve as an 
Arkansas Wildlife Officer, he served God faithfully in the local 

church. Rebecca stated that Joel said that they needed to serve God in 
whatever way they could and at the age of 21 they became volunteer 
youth leaders. Joel and Rebecca served as volunteer leaders at Pencil 
Bluff Baptist Church and Salem Baptist Church.

Anyone that knew Joel knew his love of his family and serving 
God. There was no mistaking his faith, his belief of God and how he 
loved to share it. He was a member of Waldron First Baptist Church 
where he was a youth leader and a Deacon. Joel had a passion for 
helping people and especially enjoyed children and young people.

Joel was always quick to serve and would do anything asked 
of him.

Three years ago, when Joel returned home after working the 
flooding at Albert Pike, he posted the following on his Facebook page:

“The more I think about 
the tragedy that occurred 
at Albert Pike and seeing 
it f irsthand makes me 
realize that life is extremely 
short. Don’t wait to accept 
Christ as your Savior. 
Your time may be tonight. 
I saw all ages (3 to 68) die. 
What’s your excuse? Just 
believe and live forever in 
the loving arms of Christ. 
It’s your choice. Please pray 
for the families who lost 
their loved one.” n
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Recognition 
And Appreciation

The AWOA would like to recognize the Law Enforcement Agencies who chose to participate and assist during Wildlife Officer First 
Class Joel Campora’s life celebration.

Friday, June 7, 2013, 1:00 p.m., at the Waldron High School Sports Complex in Waldron, Arkansas.

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued

Jonesboro, Arkansas Fire Department Honor Guard Pipes and Drums. (Photo by Mike Wintroath)

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service Bagpiper. (Photo by Mike Winroath)
Greenwood, Arkansas Fire Department. 

(Photo by Mike Wintroath)
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JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism, Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Resources, Louisiana Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries, and Parks, Oklahoma 
Department of Wildlife Conservation, Pennsylvania Game Commission, 

Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, Texas Parks and Wildlife, U.S. 
Fish & Wildlife, U.S. Forest Service. (Photo by Mike Wintroath)

Arkansas State Police, Fort Smith Police Department, Fort Smith Fire 
Department, Glenwood Fire Department, Sebastian County Sheriff 
Department, Waldron Police Department, Waldron Public School 

Employees, and many more departments. (Photo by Mike Wintroath)

Little Rock Police Department Motorcycle Unit, Conway, Arkansas Police Department Motorcycle Officers, 
Arkansas Sheriff’s Association Motorcycle Officers. (Photo by Mike Wintroath)
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Honor Guard
By Roger Tate, AGFC Honor Guard Coordinator, 

Photo submitted by Roger Tate, AGFC Honor Guard Coordinator

May 31st of 2013, was a tragic day for not just two agencies but 
for the families of Wildlife Officer Joel Campora and Sheriff 

Cody Carpenter. We all know about the tragic event that took place, 
but you may not know about the Honor Guard.

The Arkansas Game & Fish Commission Honor Guard was 
formed in the early part of 1999 with the first service being for 
Retired Chief of Enforcement, H. C. “Red” Morris. We started this 
detail so we could give back to the families of retired officers and 
honor those officers that served the state. We currently have twenty 
four members on the AGFC Honor Guard and provide services for 
the families and make other public appearances.

Being a part of the Honor Guard is a special position for officers 
within the agency. We strive to represent the officer and the agency, 
whether the officer is current or retired. The Honor Guard members 
have to mourn for the officer in a special way; which is giving the 
best service possible for that officer, beginning with the night of 
visitation to the day we lay him or her to rest. We always want that 

officer to look down upon us and say you did a good job and to carry 
on with your mission.

The week following the tragic event involving Joel and Cody 
was a sad week for all of us. The day of the services lifted our spirits 
when we saw the many Honor Guard members from as far away as 
Pennsylvania, to those as close as Fort Smith come and show respect 
to Joel. The love and respect from these states was enormous and as 
an Honor Guard member this was very humbling to me, because one 
could feel the love and respect these agencies had for the Campora 
and Carpenter families.

As the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Honor Guard 
Coordinator, on behalf of the AGFC Honor Guard, I would like to 
say, “Thank You” to all the Honor Guard members and Waldron 
School District personnel that made this service for Joel and Cody 
possible. To the Campora and Carpenter family, my family and 
I would like to say we are truly sorry for your loss.

 n

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued

Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Enforcement Division Honor Guard members along with many Honor Guard members 
from the State as well as the United States who attended WO First Class Joel Campora’s Memorial Service.
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The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
Enforcement Division Honor Guard

By AWOA Magazine Editor Judy McGuire 
All photos compliments of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

The AGFC Honor Guard was formed in 1999; currently there 
are 24 members who participate on a volunteer basis. Their 

goal is to promote the Commission through honor services and 
public appearances.

Since their inception they have performed many times during 
funeral services for retired Wildlife Officers across the state, paying 
their respects and honoring the officer’s service and family. Wildlife 
Officer First Class Joel Campora’s was only the second AGFC service 
for a Wildlife Officer killed in the line of duty since 1999. The 
other was in 2008 when Cleburne County Wildlife Officer, Sergeant 
Monty Carmikle was killed in a helicopter crash while working 
night hunters.

The search and service for Joel and Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
was a weeklong event and the AGFC Honor Guard was there. 
When it is one of your own and such a young officer they had 
to have gone through a multitude of emotions, but to see them in 
action you don’t sense that. Well done guys, Joel would have been 
extremely proud.

Thank you to all AGFC Honor Guard Members for all you do:

Tracy Blake
Brad Brewer
Jeff Cowan
John Crisman
Ron Davidson
Jake Dunn
Troy Faughn
David Freyaldenhoven
Wade Gilliam
David Hall
Kirk Harris
Chris Holt

Clayton Hungate
Kenny Key, Chaplain
Mike K. Neal
Howard Norvell
John Partain
Joe Purdom
Mike Shamoon
Gary Stell
Roger Tate
Frankie Tucker
Glenn Tucker
Joe Williams

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued

continued on 58

As the AGFC Honor Guard carry Joel into the funeral home many 
brothers in law enforcement, searchers, AGFC employees and 

Commissioners mourn the loss of a well respected Husband, Father, 
Son, Grandson, Brother, Uncle, Mentor, Wildlife Officer, Dive Team 

Member, Disaster Response Member, AWOA Board Member, 
Friend to many and most of all a Servant to God; A HERO.

Members of the Arkansas Game and Fish Enforcement Honor Guard carry 
Joel into the Heritage Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron. They escorted 
his body to the Arkansas State Crime Lab in Little Rock and back again to 

the funeral home. From the time he was found they never left his side.
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JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION • AGFC Enforcement Division Honor Guard continued

AGFC Honor Guard Pallbearers Michael Neal, Jacob Dunn, Joe Williams, 
Brad Brewer, Frankie Tucker, Tracey Blake and Howard Norvell.AGFC Honor Guard Members and Pallbearers Brad Brewer, Frankie Tucker, 

Tracey Blake, Michael Neal, Joe Williams, Jacob Dunn and Roger Tate.

AGFC Honor Guard Flag Folders are Brad Brewer, Tracey Blake, 
Jacob Dunn, Joe Williams, Frankie Tucker and Michael Neal.AGFC Honor Guard Casket Guards, Tracey Blake and Jacob Dunn.

AGFC Honor Guard Pallbearers Joe Williams, Jacob Dunn, Michael Neal, 
Roger Tate, Brad Brewer, Tracey Blake and Frankie Tucker. Dacie, Bethany 

and Rebecca Campora along with Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor follow.

AGFC Honor Guard Pallbearers Joe Williams, Jacob Dunn, 
Michael Neal, Roger Tate, Brad Brewer, Tracey Blake and Frankie Tucker. 

Rebecca Campora and Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor follow.
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JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION • AGFC Enforcement Division Honor Guard continued

AGFC Honor Guard Members Kirk Harris, Chris Holt, Ron Davidson, Wade Gilliam, John Crisman, 
David Hall, John Partain and Michael Shamoon will present the 21-gun salute to Joel.

The AGFC Honor Guard also participated in the service for Sheriff Cody Carpenter.
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The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
Memorial Service For 

Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora
By AWOA Magazine Editor Judy McGuire 

All photos compliments of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission

JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION continued
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JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION • Memorial Service for WO 1st Class Joel Campora continued
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JOEL’S LIFE CELEBRATION • Memorial Service for WO 1st Class Joel Campora continued
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Excerpt From An Email Message To 
The Enforcement Division Employees 

From Then Colonel Jeff Crow
By Jeff W. Crow - Colonel / Chief Law Enforcement Division, Sun. 6-2-2013 5:58 a.m.

As the search for Joel enters its third day, I wanted to give you an update on where we are 
at. Yesterday our officers’ battled rain, lightning, a raging river, unforgiving terrain and 

mountains of debris, and despite their valiant efforts, were unsuccessful. We entered into 
the search today with a promise of better weather and a falling river and hold out hope that 
today will be the day we can return Joel to his family.

Yesterday the Director and I visited with Joel’s family and told them that our mission had 
now transitioned from a rescue to a recovery. This was before that change was reported to 
the media. As you can imagine his family, like all of us, is devastated. Rebecca, Dacie and 
Bethany along with Joel’s extended family will need our prayers and support for a very long 
time. Our Enforcement family will also need to continue to love and support one another.

Our agency’s construction crew brought in some heavy equipment which will augment 
the USFS equipment that has been allowing us to search some of the larger debris piles. 
We certainly appreciate 
their assistance.

I realize each and 
every one of you wants 
to be here to help in the 
search. The truth is if 
we thought that would 
help us accomplish 
our mission we would 
have already sent out 
the call for everyone 
to respond. We have 
plenty of help at the 
moment with our 
personnel that are here 
along with local search 
and rescue teams. We 
are in the process of 
scheduling searchers from other districts to rotate in, and if needed some of you will have 
the opportunity to join in the search. I want everyone to know that we all have a role in the 
response and there are no unimportant jobs in the days to come. Regardless of whether you 
are searching or cover calls for an officer who is, you are participating in the effort. Regardless 
of where we are serving, we all can encourage and support one another.

All of our hearts are broken over what has befallen our brother Joel. As we continue with 
our search and healing, please remember to love on your family every day like Joel did. 
Remember Joel, not only for the heroic actions that led to him being taken from us, but also 
the heroic way he lived his life.

I told our officers who were searching Friday; there is not a group of people I would 
rather be with at this moment than them. That extends to all of you. Proverbs 17:17 says 
that “a friend loves at all times and a brother is born for adversity.” I can tell you that I have 
seen that demonstrated continuously during the last three days.

I love all of you and count it my honor and privilege to serve with you. n

(L-R) AGFC Director Mike Knoedl and Colonel Jeff Crow.
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AGFC Enforcement District A-2 

Remembers Wildlife Officer 
First Class Joel Campora

Photos compliments of AGFC, Rebecca Campora and Scott Basham

Sometimes during district meetings Joel would get tickled about 
something and start giggling. Then everyone else would get to 

laughing because Joel was laughing so hard. Of course we would have 
to stop the meeting until everyone could regain their composure and 
be halfway serious again. I will never forget Joel’s laugh!

– Nakia Crims

Joel called me one day and said “you are never going to believe 
what happened to me today.” I asked him jokingly if he tore something 
up because he was notoriously hard on equipment. He laughed and 
said nothing yet but that he was standing in the woods and a small 
buck walked up next to him and hooked his hand with his horn; 
the horn fell off in his hand! I was skeptical but he swore it was the 
truth! Knowing Joel I believed him, probably wouldn’t have believed 
it coming from anyone else.

– Nakia Crims

The first time Joel and I went 
on a duck hunt together he got 
so frustrated because he could 
not kill a duck. He was shooting 
and shooting; a box and a half 
of shells later he finally killed 
his f irst wood duck. He was 
so happy after that it made the 
whole hunt worth it. He had his 
first wood duck mounted and the 
taxidermist finished it on Friday 
May 31, 2013. He never got to 
see the finished product but he 
had great memories of the hunt.

– Jason Collier

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

continued on 65

A-2 Enforcement DistrictCrawford, Franklin, Johnson, Logan, Sebastian and Scott CountiesFront row, l to r: Captain Clyde Shepard, Lieutenant 
Nakia Crims, WO Jason Collier, WO Scott Basham, WO Tim Gossett, Sergeant Frankie Tucker, and Corporal Michael Gray.Back row, l to r: WO 

Billy Williams, WO First Class Chuck Beavers, Sergeant Ben Sisk, WO First Class Joel Campora, WO Ep Fletcher and Corporal Brian Bailey.
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I was field training Joel. It was in the middle of winter and snow 
was on the ground but Joel would have the air conditioner on in 
the truck and freeze me! He ran the air conditioner in his truck 
year round.

– Ben Sisk

We were driving thru the National Forest in Scott County. Joel 
would say it’s hard to keep that size 13 out of the floor. We flew by 
a stop sign and my head spun around; I asked him “are those signs 
just suggestive in this county?” Joel responded, “What!” and slammed 
on the brakes, backed up, saw the sign and said “well I never even 
seen that sign.”

– Ben Sisk

I had the pleasure of having both Chuck Beavers and Joel Campora 
during field training. We were working a bait site early one morning. 
Joel must have been tired from the night before because he fell asleep 
and was snoring. He had a molly pack and while he was asleep 
Chuck and I filled the back pack FULL of pine needles, sticks and 
everything we could find. He woke up and couldn’t find the pack; 
it was so covered with stuff. He was not happy; it took him an hour 
to get all the stuff off his pack.

– Ben Sisk and Chuck Beavers

Joel came down to Petit Jean to help me work night fishermen. We 
finished up about 11:30 pm, coming down old Hwy. 109; a dirt road, 
when we saw a vehicle shining a spotlight. Joel asked me if he could 
get in the area they were at. I told him sure. So there we went, with 
a boat hooked onto the truck. Of course as soon as he hit the blue 
lights the truck takes off and so do we. I don’t know what happened 
but by the time we hit the paved highway Joel’s truck would only go 
about 35 mph and we were losing parts. We didn’t catch them that 
night, but we did catch them later.

– Jason Collier

I remember Joel training us at the 
academy, he could keep a straight face 
when he had to, but when he didn’t he 
was smiling and joking around. You 
knew he took training us personal 
and that this man cared about what 
he taught us.

– Jason Phillips

When I was in FTO, I was with 
Brian Bailey. We were working in 
Scott County that day and went by 
Joel’s house because it was one of 
Joel’s daughter’s birthday; they were 
having a birthday party. I was brand new and did not realize the 
personal aspect of the guys I was working with but I will never forget 
that day. Here we were in uniform and we went to a pool party with 

a bunch of kids. Joel was in swimming trunks in the pool throwing 
kids around, kids were crawling all over him; he was the biggest kid 
in the pool. It was as important for us to be there that day as it was for 
Joel to be there. I realized just how much of a family we are that day.

– Ep Fletcher

The last time Joel and I worked together my partner and I were 
invited to participate in a checkpoint with USFS officer Paul Jolivette. 
I did not know Joel was going to be there. The checkpoint was so slow 
that we had time to hear stories about Joel, told by him, about what 
he did and who he was prior to coming to work for the Game and 
Fish. He also conveyed how badly he wanted to be a game warden. 
It was just two weeks prior to the flood at Y-City. Michael and I now 
treasure those three hours of dead time at a checkpoint that we had 
to get to know Joel Campora. We thought the checkpoint was going 
to be so busy but now we understand why it was slow.

– Ep Fletcher

I remember the first time I sat down with Joel. We were taking an 
instructor development class in Waldron, I was still a deputy in Logan 
County. We had to do a presentation for the class. Joel’s presentation 
was on how to set up a deer decoy. I learned more on how to set up 
a deer decoy from him during that presentation. He did an awesome 
presentation. You could tell through that presentation how much he 
loved his job.

– Scott Basham

My first impression of Joel was that he was over the top, gung 
ho, and he honestly believed he was going to tame Scott County. 
He honestly believed he could do it! At first he spun his wheels but 
through listening to people and learning his job he became a great 
wildlife officer and made good cases.

The one thing that never changed with Joel was his honesty, his 
Christian beliefs, and his dedication to youth. Joel was of exceptional 
character and he used that to do his job. If he saw a young person 
going down the wrong path he wanted to pick them up and set them 
in the right path; he did that with many young people. Joel could 
be stubborn but when you have a firm belief in your faith and your 
convictions, you tend to be stubborn.

– Frankie Tucker

Scott Basham and I were working night hunters. A call came 
over the radio of shots fired. The call was in Scott County but close 
to the Logan county line. Joel was on his way. We radioed Joel and 
asked him if he needed help; he said yes come on. So from the other 
side of Logan County we headed that way. It wasn’t long after we 
got there that we spotted the guy we were looking for. This guy had 
fired at a deputy during a traffic stop and when the deputy fired 
back the guy fled.

Everyone had their long guns out but I didn’t have mine because 
I was riding with another officer. We went into the woods to get 

continued on 66

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • A-2 Remembers 1st Class Joel Campora continued



66  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

the guy. Everyone had their guns pointed at the suspect. I told them 
I would go in and get him handcuffed. Then I thought to myself, 
do I really want to get in front of all these guns? I looked at Joel, and 
told myself, I trust Joel. I trust him and his training so much that 
I feel like I can be on the barrel end of his gun.

– Frankie Tucker

The first time I met Joel Campora was in the final weeks of 
my initial training for the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
in Mayflower, Arkansas. Joel had come in to be one of our final 
instructors in what is known as “OUTLAW WEEK.” This is where 
you are faced with a culmination of possible events or circumstance 
you could encounter in the field as a Game Warden in Arkansas. Joel 
was very good at his part of playing the 
“OUTLAW”; he did everything he could 
to make our encounters as real as possible 
right down to hands on wrestling on 
the ground.

I remember in the evenings, after 
training, Joel made it a point to find 
each of the new Officers he would soon 
be working with in his district. I was one 
on those Officers and Joel made me feel 
right at home and excited about coming 
to the A2 District and getting to work.

– Jason Phillips

After getting to my district and 
starting my FTO program I had the 
privilege of working with Joel’s partner 
Brian Bailey. While working with Brian 
I got to work with Joel and see that 
everyone was telling the truth when they 
said Joel has two speeds, stop and go. 
Joel was always motivated in getting to 
where ever it was Joel was going. I appreciated the way he sort of took 
me in and made me feel welcome and a part of the team, like I had 
been there for years. Even after I was out on my own, working in my 
county, I would receive a phone call from Joel time to time to see 
how things were going. Joel truly was, in my opinion and I believe in 
the opinions of those who knew him, a great Friend, Game Warden, 
Husband, Father, and Believer. I only had the privilege of knowing 
Joel for a short while but his impact on me will last a lifetime.

– Billy Williams

One of the biggest surprises in my time here with the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission was the day I found out Joel Campora 
was going to be a Driving Instructor for the Enforcement Division. 
Biting my lip, I could not help but think what an ironic fit.

Those that knew Joel could all agree that he could possibly be 
the worst driver to ever drive a green truck. To say that he had a lead 
foot would be an understatement. The first day I realized Joel had 

the ability to drive at Mach speeds was when he called and asked 
me to pick him up at Mayflower and then follow him back to west 
Arkansas. He was getting a new truck and he was excited about it. 
I picked Joel up and we made our way down to the radio shop to 
pick up his new assigned vehicle. Shortly after that he jumped in 
the truck and I began my mission to try to follow him home. If you 
have ever seen him drive, then you probably know the rest of this 
story. It was somewhere around the town of Ola where I officially 
gave up with trying to keep up with Joel. I was on the west side of 
Danville, a short time later, when I heard him check out of service 
at his house. I still to this day don’t know if that was even possible. 
From my calculations he would have to been traveling about 400 
miles an hour. After that, a few people started calling me from Scott 

County to tell me how fast Joel was taking some of the rural roads 
in the area. It did not take long for those of us who work with him 
to learn that he was a NASCAR driver in training.

I will never forget a day where my partner, Mike Thomas, and 
I were working a long day in Sebastian County. Mikey lived down 
the road from me and when we would call it a day we would often 
follow each other home. This particular evening we were working our 
way back to the house on top of Highway 10’s Washburn Mountain. 
Scott County had very large forest fires this day and the sun was just 
about to set on the horizon. It was a sight that you would just have 
to see. From our location, it looked like the sun was on fire leaving 
a trail of smoke through the horizon. At this exact moment, Mikey 
picked up the radio mic and told me it looked like Joel was headed 
on a call. He was referring to the sun looking like Joel’s truck and 
the cloud of smoke being his travel speed. All I could do was laugh 
as I gave him a 10-4.

– Michael Gray

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • A-2 Remembers 1st Class Joel Campora continued
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Another good story comes from Officer Chuck Beavers. Chuck 
was telling me he had set up a decoy in Logan County and a violator 
came by and took a shot at it; then drove off. Beavers radioed Joel, 
who was waiting down the road, in the opposite direction from 
where the subjects were headed. Beaver’s then described to me the 
sound a military jet would make blowing by the decoy set, while 
he captured a quick glimpse of P.J., the US Forest Service Officer 
who was riding with Joel. Beavers said he could read P.J.’s lips as he 
screamed for HELP when they blew by. Needless to say, Joel caught 
the road hunter.

– Michael Gray

The best story of all to me was the day that Officer Fletcher, 
Officer Bailey and I were all in the same truck headed back to the 
Fort Smith Office. As we approached the parking lot we noticed 
a cloud of smoke boiling out of Joel’s rear wheels, as he burned rubber 
all the way out of the lot and onto the road. We all waved as he blew 

by but it was obvious Joel was in no mood for a friendly gesture, 
at this particular moment. It did not take us long to calculate that 
Joel must have been in some kind of trouble; the Captain’s truck 
was parked at the office as well. Officer Fletcher then asked, “Man, 
wonder what he’s in trouble for.” Officer Bailey responded, “It’s either 
his time or his driving.” I couldn’t help but say, “I don’t think it’s his 
driving today.” It wasn’t too funny for Joel at the time but later, we 
all laughed about it.

It seems Joel always knew where he was going and was always 
in a hurry to get there. It’s obvious to me that the Lord needed an 
Angel that could fly really fast. We love ya, Joel. Fly Fast Brother!

– Michael Gray

His red cheeks!
– A-2

 n
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Never Think Twice
Letter written by Wildlife Officer Chuck Beavers to Joel’s wife Rebecca and daughters Dacie and Bethany;  

during the search for Joel. Photos courtesy of the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission.

At 4:07 my phone rang, Radio advised you; 
so selfishly got up put your uniform on, just 

like every other time you got a call for service.
You never thought twice, with the raging 

river in front of you, you proceeded, again not 
having a second thought, knowing that there 
was another family’s life hanging in the balance 
needing your help.

As we all gathered seconds turned to minutes, 
then hours, and then days. So many people, some 
of those being citizens, paramedics, firemen, 
Forest Service, officers, and so many others 
tirelessly searching. Not thinking twice about 
their own families or safety.

But how could we think twice, searching for 
a fallen brother who himself never thought twice 
when someone needed him. I would like to think 
that you had everything to do with that. You 
would always do whatever was needed to get the 
job done, and not think twice about it.

So many people will miss you, cry for you, and mourn the loss of 
such a wonderful person. We will all have our own personal stories 
and memories. But during these sad times God is smiling on you 
because as his word says Blessed are the peace keepers.

And not only was your destiny arranged by God as a peace keeper, 
you were an overseer of his beautiful creation, and creatures. I know 
your wife and children will miss you so much and I know there is 
no doubt in their minds that they were loved. They will never have 

to think twice about that!
But what a legacy you left them. And by 

creating that legacy and living it, they will pass 
on not thinking twice when someone is in need 
as they grow older. That seems to be something 
you passed on to a lot of other people during your 
short time in this world.

I feel honored to have worked with you and 
to call you my friend and my brother, and Never 
Think Twice. n
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Our Hero, My Partner, My Friend
By Corporal Brian Bailey, A-2 Enforcement District 

Photos submitted by Corporal Brian Bailey and Rebecca Campora

In the fall of 2007, I found out that I was getting a new 
partner and all I knew of him was that he was going to 

have a hard time fitting into my Dodge Dakota. I met 
Joel and I could immediately tell that he had a passion 
for the outdoors and catching people who didn’t want to 
follow the rules.

That first year I asked Joel what he wanted to do first 
and he stated, like every new officer, “I want to work the 
decoy.” I told him all right let’s do it. That first decoy set 
produced a young kid that shot the decoy from a vehicle. 
I asked Joel what he wanted to do about this situation. 
He stated, “Well I think we need to talk to the boy about 
shooting from the road and write the adult in the vehicle, 
who told him to shoot it, a ticket.” At that moment I knew 
Joel really cared about kids and was willing to try and help 
them out if he could.

That first year we wrote some tickets and kicked over 
some rocks throughout the county. Joel and his family 
joined my church and it started a great friendship; we 
worked well together. Joel, being a former deputy, liked working 
with the local Sheriff ’s office and PD. Anytime we heard a call we 
went to help. Joel always stated he loved this job because it provided 
us with a diverse range of law enforcement and liked the rural setting 
that allowed us to help each other out.

Joel often talked about getting to the kids early on, in the schools 
and in church. Heck he bonded with them so well because anyone 
who knew Joel knew he was just a big kid. It seemed like every PR 
event we did, the kids f locked to him and I would have to steer 
him back to the task at hand. My son Bryson would light up when 

he saw Joel because he knew that it was play time. It 
didn’t matter if they were playing basketball; swimming 
or rough housing in the yard Bryson usually got hurt. 
Joel played rough but that’s what Bryson and the rest 
of the kids liked about him.

Every year Joel and I volunteered to make snow 
cones for the kids at church during Bible school. 
Partly so we could eat all the snow cones ourselves 
and make bets on who could eat the most in one night; 
I usually lost.

Looking back, its hard thinking about all the things 
we talked about doing and never got around to it. We 
always planned to put back packs on and hike back 
into the mountains where the big deer hang out and 
camp. The events of that rainy night in May cut short 
plans that we took for granted.

We were asked many times to do search and rescue 
operations because we had the equipment for the task 
and we knew the land. That night seemed like every 
other time we had been called out. But that night 
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God had bigger and better plans. I am proud of my friend and the 
courageous manner which he displayed that night. He risked his life 
for two women in trouble that he didn’t even know but those who 
knew him shouldn’t be surprised.

In the days following I promised Joel I would always be there for 
Becca, Dacie and Bethany and although he wouldn’t be there with us 
I would always remind them how great their daddy was; how much 
he talked about and loved his girls. Joel and his family will always 
have their place in my heart and their Hero, my Partner and Friend 
will never be forgotten. n
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Wildlife Officers Prayer
Written by Retired AGFC Corporal W. Randy Johnson 

Photos submitted by Rebecca Campora

When I am called to duty, Lord 
Whatever it may be, 
Enforce the law, protect and serve or 
Rescue and Recovery.
Give me strength to complete the tasks 
Assigned to me by man, 
Help me face the dangers, Lord 
Because I know who holds my hand,
It’s more than just a job for me 
More of a calling from above 
Enable me to do my best 
With honor and with love.
I walk the hills and valleys, Lord 
The mountains, fields, and streams, 
Commissioned by a higher power 
To protect the ones unseen.
It’s more than guarding wildlife 
I’ve come to understand, 
My duty reaches far beyond 
To help my fellow man.
Each day I strive to do my best 
In accordance with what’s right, 
I pray that you my judgment’s guide 
So I may sleep at night.
And if some day when duty calls 
I have to give my life, 
Lord, bless the ones I leave behind 
And help them understand 
Sometimes you’re asked to sacrifice 
To help your fellow man.
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My Friend
By WO First Class Justin Smith 

Photos submitted by WO First Class Justin Smith and Judy McGuire, Editor

As I sit here in the backseat headed to Virginia 
for dive training, I can’t help but think of my 

friend. Actually, there are not many things I do 
where I don’t think about my friend. I think back to 
the first night I met Joel Campora. It was October 
7, 2007, and I was just as nervous as every other 
new cadet arriving in Mayflower for the beginning 
of the unknown. After 22 weeks of sweating and 
bleeding together, you cannot help but bond with 
your new brothers. Little did I know that my path 
would cross so often with one of my brothers who 
was assigned to the opposite side of state. But it 
did, and for that I am extremely thankful. I had 
the pleasure of knowing and spending some time 
with one of the best men I have known.

Joel was very involved in many of the same 
activities as me. My fondest memories with Joel 
would have to be our times together on the AWOA 
and on the Dive Team. The last time I really got 
to spend any time with him was during our dive 
training, which he hosted, a few weeks before he 
was taken from us. We were on the Strawberry 
River in Franklin County in a beautiful location on a beautiful 
day. We had a great time and Joel introduced us to some of the best 
barbeque that I’ve ever had that night.

It amazes me how much the people in your life can have so much 
influence on your life. Many times you don’t see all of these ways 
until they are gone. Joel had a lot of influence on many aspects of my 
life. From our discussions in AWOA meetings and making me see 

other sides of certain issues to the vehicle that my wife now drives, 
Joel had input that helped me make good decisions. I miss my friend. 
Again, I am thankful for the time that I did have with him and for 
the ways that he improved my life.

You will live on in my thoughts and in my heart, my friend, and 
I look forward to the day I can see you again. Until then, keep smiling 
and watch over us brother. n
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I Can Only Imagine
By Wildlife Officer First Class Crystal Blakley 

Photo compliments of AGFC

When I first heard the news that Joel was missing, it didn’t really 
sink in right away. I just knew that we would find him, hurt, 

but well enough for him to joke about why it took us so long to find 
him. When the news came that he was located, it was a mixture 
of relief and sadness. Reality really hit me at the visitation, and 
then again at the memorial service. I was so impressed with the 
way the AGFC came together as a family to pay respect to Joel. 
I am in awe of the men on the Honor Guard who were tasked with 
standing watch over Joel, and the impeccable job they did during 
his memorial service.

Joel was so much more than just a Game Warden. He was a loving 
husband and father, a great friend, and a fisher of men. He lived his 
life bringing others to God, and in his death that message lives on 
in every spoken memory and written memorial. The memory of his 
life evokes the overwhelming message of God’s love and the necessity 
to find and follow Jesus, because our lives are so short. We are not 
promised forever on earth, but we are promised eternity through 
Jesus Christ.

During Joel’s memorial service, I Can Only Imagine by Mercy Me 
was played. During the chorus, I couldn’t help but smile:

Surrounded by Your glory, what will my heart feel? 
Will I dance for You Jesus or in awe of you be still? 

Will I stand in Your presence or to my knees will I fall? 
Will I sing hallelujah; will I be able to speak at all? 

I can only imagine, yeah 
I can only imagine.

I couldn’t help but smile, because I could picture Joel, with the 
reddest cheeks and the biggest grin, running to Jesus and grabbing 
him into a bear hug! While I am so sad that he is not with us anymore, 
I am so happy for him that he is in a perfect place with no tears and 
no pain. The tears we shed are for those of us left behind, for Joel 
will be truly missed by all.

 n
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Like Losing A Little Brother
By Captain Greg Rae 

Photos submitted by Captain Greg Rae, AGFC and Rebecca Campora.

I guess my time with Joel began about the same time as the others 
LEOs submitting articles from Montgomery County but I always 

felt like he was a little brother. USFS Captain Tim Fincham and 
I would always be out working night hunters when Joel was deputy; 
he always wanted to be involved. Sometimes it caused problems with 
his boss, the Sheriff. Joel did care but he just couldn’t quit working 
night hunters.

Tim and I found out real quick that working wildlife law 
enforcement was Joel’s passion. This continued for the entire time 
Joel was a Deputy. Jeff Black was also as passionate as Joel and 
sometimes Tim Fincham and I would have to compete for areas 
to work, with those two, because when Jeff got off from working 
dispatch the two would hook up and be headed to the woods to try 
and catch a night hunter.

One time, again while out working “MY JOB,” Jeff and Joel were 
up in the Muddy Creek WMA area when they happened up on a guy 
driving around. They made the stop and during the investigation 
they discovered a rifle and light in the truck. They were not able to 
make a case on it but did share the information with me the next day. 
I, as it just so happened, had just received a report of shots fired in 
the area where they had been working. It was a report from a coon 
hunter who was out and heard the big gun go off. That night, Tim 
and I were back together; trying to decide where to go and work so 
we decided we would take the information from Jeff and Joel and 

the complaint from the coon 
hunter and worked that area. 
We worked it for a while that 
evening but had absolutely 
no traffic.

We decided to make 
some calls and f ind out 
where the compla inant 
lived. Here is where it gets 
crazy. The person who we 
thought would know exactly 
where this guy lived was 
Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter; he is the one we 
called. HOW IRONIC, the person we call about information Joel 
gave us was Cody. Cody and Joel were in counties next to each other 
but never close, other than just knowing what the other looked like. 
Nobody knew that this night would be a revelation of what was to 
come and that the two would give the ultimate sacrifice together!!!

Anyway, Tim and I went to the location of the man’s house that 
Joel and Jeff found and in his front yard at 22:00 was a man in front 
of a bon-fire drinking homemade wine! After about 30 minutes of 
“TALKING,” the man decided he might want to fess up and did.

This went on for entire time Joel worked as a deputy; he knew 
what he wanted to do and I knew it as well. This 
tall, strong as an OX, pork chop sideburns, and 
baby faced red cheeked boy was going to be 
a Game Warden.

Sometime later the process had started and both 
Joel and Jeff Black were filling out applications; 
going through the process of applying for a Wildlife 
Officer position. Joel wanted to head down to an 
area and work night hunters so we picked a spot 
and told Joel where to go and sit. Tim and I were 
in the area as well, I had already made about six 
night hunting cases in this exact spot that year. 
Tim and I decided we were going to mess with Joel 
and just see how he would react; we blacked out 
and moved in to the area Joel was sitting. I turned 
on my headlights and eased out of the woods on 
to the county road when Joel radioed to me that 
he had one coming his direction. I got to the road 
he was sitting on and then shined my spotlight out 
the driver’s side window and took off. Joel came 
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out after us but the roads were so dry and dusty that he could not 
even try to keep up. I went down a road just out of sight from the 
field Joel was in and I backed in with no lights and watched Joel go 
right on by. Tim and I were laughing about it and said he won’t ever 
find us; pretty soon we saw taillights backing down the main road 
and then he turned in on us!! He had followed dust until it quit and 
then backed up to find side roads and located us. We knew he was 
going to be a good one.

During the hiring process I was given the duty of conducting 
Joel’s background. I had completed most of it and it was time to do 
the family interview; I called Joel and set up a time. When I arrived 
at his home I was welcomed in by Joel, Becca and Dacie. We sat down 
at the table and began our interview; Becca brought some freshly 
baked cookies over and this is where I had my formal introduction 
to Dacie. She was very talkative and this is exactly what she did.

This is also where I found out that Joel was a Christian; we talked 
about God and following Jesus and how involved Joel was with youth. 
We discussed music that we both listened to; I listen to K-LOVE and 
Joel and Becca like the same music only they like the harder Christian 
Rock version, same singers just a little more energy. Becca told me 
during the interview that Joel had told his 4th grade teacher he was 
going to be a Game Warden when he grew up. How many of you 
reading this can say you knew exactly what you wanted to be in the 
4th grade?! I went away from this visit knowing that Joel was going 
to be a very special officer, if we could just get him the opportunity.

The process continued, Joel and Jeff both were in the hunt. I was 
calling every day to see if they had finalized the hiring list. Finally 
I got a call and was told both of my boys had made it and if I wanted to 
I could make the call. That night I ran into Joel at the Sheriff ’s Office 

before going out to work night hunters and the first thing out 
of my mouth to Joel was; “Now you have to get rid of those 
pork chop sideburns!!” He didn’t seem to care too much; 
he was ready for this job and would have probably donated 
a kidney if it would have been a requirement.

Joel’s goal throughout the academy and fitness testing 
was to be able to do all of it just a little bit better than his 
counterpart and dear friend Jeff. I think they both pushed 
each other through until graduation and what a pair of 
officers hitting the field.

The journey Joel took from his 4th grade class to his 
heroic last breath was everything Joel had envisioned it to 
be. He met the girl he would spend the rest of his life with, 
his partner and best friend. He had two beautiful daughters 
and was working the job of his dreams.

Joel and I spoke almost weekly throughout his short 
career as Game Warden. We talked about cases, we talked 
about tactics, we talked about kids, we talked about church; 
most of all we talked about how much fun this job was. In 
May of 2013, something Joel and I had always talked about 
was happening. My district was expanding and I was getting 
Scott County with Joel and Brian Bailey. I was excited, and 
Joel was ecstatic! On May 17th, my birthday, I got to meet 

with Joel and Brian in Russellville about what would be expected 
of them when they came over to this district. We had a wonderful 
meeting and the only down time of the meeting was when I looked 
at Joel and said Joel, “I am not letting you work all the time!!” Just 
because you are coming over here, you are going to be held to the 
same hour restrictions as everyone else. He looked at me like I had 
just kicked him in the stomach!!

Joel was as hard of a worker as any one or two officers in the state 
and he thought he would get to come over to my district and just 
work all the time. He didn’t realize I had been exempt on hours for 
several years, including those when he was a deputy, so I did work 
all the time. I told Joel and Brian together that I was a very family 
oriented Captain and wanted them to spend as much time as possible 
with their families.

Just 13 days later, I would receive a call that I will never forget! 
I was contacted by radio while I was at Lake DeGray on an assignment 
and in a hotel room sleeping. I was told there has been a rescue 
attempt in Y-City and they had lost contact with Officer Campora. 
I was in a Charger and due to the flooding in Y-City, I woke Officer 
Black up in the room next door and told him to get dressed; we were 
headed to Y-City in his truck. Jeff and I left shortly after 03:00 and 
it was a quiet, solemn trip to Y-City. When we arrived in the area 
we found Brian and talked about the events leading up to Joel and 
Sheriff Carpenter leaving in the boat.

The area was inundated with water and debris. I knew deep 
down in my heart that even as strong of person and a person who 
swam like a Blue fin Tuna, there was little chance Joel would have 
made it through this devastating flood. It wasn’t long after we began 
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searching that Joel’s partner of the night and 
good friend Sheriff Cody Carpenter’s body 
was located. Finding Cody was a punch in 
the face of reality. From this point forward, 
me and all of the officers responding from 
across the state, when the word spread, 
would have this thought in their head, “We 
are searching for one of our own” and one 
of my best friends.

That night when I got home and walked 
in the door I looked at my wife, Shiela, and 
broke down. My issue was not finding Joel 
and having to leave him alone in the woods 
and come home; before he was found!! Now 
I knew, Joel was no longer with us on earth 
but for the sake of Becca, Dacie and Bethany 
it was just hard to leave without finding 
him. Two days later it would all come to 
a heartbreaking end with Joel being found.

There were a lot of tears shed by a lot of 
officers over those three days but one thing everyone was sure of 
was, Joel was in a much better place; Joel was kicking back with our 
Father in Heaven. There is no doubt Joel was saved and was ready 
to go whenever his time came. He lived life to the fullest while here 

and that is a tribute to his unwavering faith 
in Jesus Christ. Joel went out doing exactly 
what he wanted to be doing, attempting to 
save someone’s life.

You all need to take a look at your life, 
make the decision Joel did long ago and 
don’t fear the day you pass on; look forward 
to it!!! Joel knew he would see his family 
again and I would be willing to bet he is up 
there now waiting for each of us to join him. 
I can tell you, I will see Joel again and boy 
will he have some stories to tell me!! See you 
again my friend, my fellow officer and my 
little Brother!!!

John 3:16-18 NIV “For God so loved the 
world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but 
have eternal life. For god did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes 

in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 
already because he has not believed in the name of Gods one and only Son”

Watch those hours up there my friend, let others up there help 
you, you don’t have to do it all yourself! n
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Poem Written After Joel’s Memorial Service
By WO 1st Class David C. Hall, June 7, 2013

Daddy, I seen your buddies, 
with their shiny boots on.
They were guarding you, 
so you wouldn’t be alone.
Daddy, they stood beside you, 
And I never seen them move.
They marched in so silently, 
And kept to the groove Daddy.
I watched them salute you, 
With a white gloved hand.
They had tear streaked faces, 
While they listened to the band.
Daddy, it took six of them, 
To fold your striped flag.
I watched them carefully, 
As I played tag.
Daddy, I seen seven of your friends, 
shooting a silver shotgun.
They were aimed high, 
Towards the clouds and the sun.
Daddy, I played with your siren, 
When we climbed up in your truck.
We laughed and we giggled, 
Cause the kitty cat was stuck.
Daddy, where are you, 
Why are you not here?
I want you to cuddle with me, 
Will you please keep me near?
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Remnants
By WO 1st Class David C. Hall

During the June 2010 flooding at Camp Albert Pike Campground 
many AGFC Wildlife Officers helped search for victims. Joel 

and I were among those searching. I wrote this poem not long 
after that.

Sometimes this old world, 
Can be so cruel and cold. 
Filled with tarnished illusions, 
And heartbreak untold. 
In the distance I heard the river flowing, 
Tumbling down into mountain streams. 
Taking with it, all the fallen teardrops, 
And the remnants of their dreams. 
I heard the winds whispering, 
Softly through the pines. 
While the sounds of the day, 
Filled my soul and mind. 
I felt the tears gather in my eyes, 
Stealing the peace from my heart. 
On bended knees I cried out, 
Please take the pain from their hearts. 
Please take away the sorrow, 
That I know haunts them in the night. 
I hoped my pleas were answered, 
As I hugged my small children tight. 
I hoped our efforts made a difference, 
Our hard work not done in vain. 
We sacrificed our innocence, 
In hopes of easing their pain.

An Arkansas f lash f lood, caused by the swelling of the Little 
Missouri River early on June 11, 2010, where at least 20 people died 
in the floods (including at least six children); about 24 people were 
missing. Many of the casualties were caused by a flood sweeping 
through a heavily populated campsite at the Albert Pike Recreational 
Area, at about 5:30 a.m. The flood had caught campers by surprise 
while they slept in their tents, and destroyed a number of cabins. 

Floodwaters rose as quickly as 8-feet (2.4 meters) per second—so 
fast that the currents peeled asphalt from the road and stripped bark 
from trees, according to news reports. n
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“Diver”
By Corporal Todd D. Smith, A-3 Enforcement District

I t takes a special person to step up and fill the fins of 
an AGFC Enforcement Search and Recovery Diver 

and Joel Campora was one of those special people! 
Joel stepped up to the challenge in 2009 after I took 
a position in the Little Rock office. Joel came to my 
office one day and asked me what I thought about 
him becoming a dive team member and if I thought 
he could do it. He and I had a good long talk that 
day. I knew when he left, that this man would be 
a future member of this elite team.

Joel knew that he had to make some sacrifices as 
a dive team member and that it would be a challenge 
to make the team. Joel took this decision very 
seriously and, after becoming open water certified, 
he applied and made the team! Over the next few 
years Joel became an asset to the dive team with his 
well known smile, rosy cheeks and always-ready-to-
get-to-work attitude. Joel was never one to ask why, 
rather one to say, “When do I need to be there!”

Let me give you just a little insight into what it is 
to be a diver on this team and to what kind of diving 
we actually do. First let’s get the obvious theory that 
most people have of a diver. And that is one who goes 

below the surface of the water with scuba gear and swims around in 
the beautiful clear water with unlimited visibility watching “Nemo 
and Dorie” swim with them… Not exactly the type of diving we do… 
We are a search and recovery team. That means we dive in places 
that most people wouldn’t even wade in with knee boots. Yes, “black 
water” is our most popular diving destination. One part of our job 
is to recover evidence that has been tossed into some body of water 
in hopes that it will never be seen again. We also recover boats and 
vehicles from accidents. And the most stressful part of our diving 
is body recovery. So, as I said earlier, it takes a very special person 
to pull on a set of fins, 100 lbs. of gear, and head to 80 feet of total 
darkness to bring closure to a family.

This team becomes very close as we travel the state on different 
incidents and training. We are more like a family and we learn each 
other’s specialties, quirks, personalities, morals, and fears! We all work 
together well and help each other where it’s needed and rib each other 
where it’s needed as well. Joel was a master at this. He had a way of 
making everyone smile, laugh and he was always ready to help us 
with anything from his strength and size, or just to listen to you vent.

I used to give Joel a hard time about one of his team quirks and 
the last time we were on a dive call we had a good laugh about it. Joel 
would always wear his pistol and badge on every dive call. I asked 
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him a few years back if he was worried about us doing something 
to him and he would always just laugh at me. Now if you knew Joel 
there wasn’t much that scared that big ole boy I’m here to tell ya, so 
it was just kind of funny. So as we walked into a place to eat in our 
dive team t-shirts, shorts and tennis shoes, and Joel with his pistol 
and badge, I just smiled at him as he held the door for us all to enter. 

He looked back at me smiling and said “you’ll never change me” 
and I replied “nope and I wouldn’t want to buddy”! I will tell you 
that Joel was a “Wildlife Officer” through and through and he was 
a “DIVER”!! I was so blessed to have been able to know him, work 
with him, and dive with him but most of all to call him my friend!

Rest in peace my brother until we meet again… n
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Dive members Joel Campora and Jody Pendarvis checking spear fishermen.

Dive Team members Jeremy Bishop, Joel Campora and Brent Sexton

Dive Team members Jeremy Bishop, Joel Campora and Brent Sexton
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The Wife Of A Warden
By Amanda Austin, wife of Sergeant Brian Austin 

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Campora

The wife of a warden is one who has great pride in the man 
she married.

Many times these men are called for duty all hours of the day, 
which makes for interrupted meals, lonely nights and no time for play.

The wife of a warden doesn’t discourage herself with the 
incontinences this may cause, for she knows her hero is needed and 
stays true to his calling.

The wife of a warden doesn’t complain or put added stress on him, 
because he needs not be distracted to carry his duties for the safety 
of others and his brothers.

Instead she gives a quick kiss and hug as he runs out the door.
This feeling of a heavy heart as she prays for safe return has been 

felt times before.
The wife of a warden has spent lonely nights awake in bed, prayers 

of a safe return repeatedly in her head.
She breathes a sigh of relief and whispers a “Thank You” as she 

hears the truck pull in the drive and quietly as he opens the door.
Being careful not to wake his sleeping children and wife, he 

whispers, “Thank you Lord for giving me a safe return and I pray 
for many more.”

The wife of a warden knows some aren’t as lucky, and knows to 
cherish the days you have for they are a blessing.

The pain and heart-ache the wife of the fallen doesn’t go unnoticed 
and our eyes shed tears.

The wife of a warden is empathetic to the ones who have lost their 
hero to a higher calling over the years.

Our faces may have never met, our sisters of this brotherhood, but 
we all share the same pride and fears for our men in green.

Our love, our strength, and our pride we have for your state game 
wardens, our heroes, and our husband is greater than any have seen.

And I am privileged to be part of this sisterhood — for I am a wife 
of a warden. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Joel and Rebecca Campora.
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What A Difference A Week Makes
By Wildlife Officer Joe Williams

I t is amazing how one week can change the landscape of a body of 
water. On Friday, May 31, 2013, this once beautiful river turned 

into a raging torrent that ultimately took six lives. It was reported that 
the flood waters made a half-mile-wide swath of damage in the Y City 
area and the weather data showed the river jumped 23-feet overnight 
to 26-feet at Gravelly, 24 miles downstream from Y City and was 
expected to crest on Friday at 26.5 feet, 2½ feet above flood stage.

One week later the three of us, who are all on the AGFC Honor 
Guard, felt we could further honor Joel if we went to the river before 
returning home.

Wildlife Officers Joe Williams, John Partain, and Tracey 
Blake on the Fourche La Fave River in Scott County shortly after 
Joel’s memorial service on June 7, 2013. n

Joel’s Wildlife Officer 
Cadet School Training

By Major Terry McGuire, Retired, Photos courtesy of AGFC

In 2007, when Joel Campora came through the first interview 
process at the Enforcement Training Center at Mayflower, I could 

tell he was determined to get hired. He didn’t keep it a secret that 
being a “Game Warden” was what he had always wanted to do. 
He scored high enough to come to the second interview with the 
Enforcement Administration. He did well there too. The next step 
was the physical fitness testing; Joel was very competitive and scored 
high there too. All that stood in his way, at that point, was a thorough 
background check. With Joel’s high standards, integrity and faith in 
God there would be nothing to find in his background that would 
prevent him from being considered for the job.

Joel’s class, E-1-07, began on October 8, 2007. They had several 
firsts; the most students in one class, in the history of the Training 
Center, the longest class at 21 weeks and had the most hours (944). 
This was also the first class to be housed under the same roof. You 
see, the AGFC had just built the new dormitory building with a state 
of the art classroom.

Joel was assigned to room 6A along with Travis Thorn. We did 
buy extra long beds so hopefully Joel and Travis didn’t have to hang 

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

continued on 85
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their feet off the end of the mattress. They were the tallest in the 
class. Knowing Joel he wouldn’t have cared. He was training to be 
a Game Warden!

When we built the new dorm/classroom building I wanted 
something to express what I felt the Cadets and established Officers 
should take pride in, being an AGFC Wildlife Officer. I had the 
words Honor, Integrity, Pride and Professionalism put up in the 
classroom. Through training I wanted the officers to develop these 
traits. Joel possessed those traits when he got there and has helped 
others along the way to develop them too; both on the job and in 
his personal life.

At the beginning of a Cadet Class each Cadet writes a short 
biography to be put with their picture so they can be introduced to 
the rest of the agency personnel across the state. The class information 
is put on the Commissions intranet. Below is Joel’s.

I grew up in Mena, Arkansas where 
I attended and graduated high school in 
1999. While I was in high school I met 
my wife. We dated for two years and got 
married on December 31, 1999. 

After high school, my wife and 
I attended college for several years. 
My wife graduated, but I have yet to 
finish my degree. I have completed 104 
college hours.

My wife and I then had our first child on June 1, 2005. Her name 
is Dacie Jayden Campora. She is now two years old, and the joy 
of my life.

In 2003, I started my career in law-enforcement. I started out as 
an Auxiliary Officer with the Mena Police Department. In July 2004, 
I went full time with the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. I worked 
there, until I took up employment with the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission this month.

I am also a volunteer Youth Minister for the Pencil Bluff 1st Baptist 
Church. I always try to give God the glory for everything that occurs 
in my life.

This job with the Arkansas Game and Fish Commission is 
a perfect example of what God can do.

From the time I was in fourth grade in school, I have always 
had the dream of being a Game Warden. I remember seeing those 
officers and thinking how there could not be a better job out there. 
Being able to have a job that allowed you to work with and preserve 
nature was only a dream to me. Now it is a reality, and I will be proud 
to put on the uniform every day of my career.

From: Oden, AR – Montgomery County. Assigned to: A-2 District – Scott County

As I said at the beginning of this article, Class E-1-07 had 
several firsts.

• Seventh highest Class Average/out of 
19 classes to date: 92.56%

• First class – to be trained with rifles.

• All cadets received Expert Level in both Rifle 
and Shotgun Evaluations & all scored 90% or 
better in the Glock Pistol Evaluation.

continued on 86
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This was eight minutes into their first day at the Training Center. 
All the dignitaries, i.e., AGFC Director, Deputy Directors, Colonel, 
Majors, Captains, Lieutenants and Sergeants were in attendance.

Joel looks very serious, not knowing exactly what to expect. 
Lieutenant Greg Rae is sitting directly behind Joel. Joel worked 
with him some; Greg was assigned Montgomery County where 

Joel was a Deputy Sheriff. I’m sure Greg had told him some of the 
stuff that goes on at the TC; he had been through Class E-1-95.
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• First class with two students with the same 
first and last name (Michael Neal).

• First to graduate on February 29th; 2008 was a leap year.

And the most important:
• The only class to have Joel Campora in it.

Joel was an excellent student, not the highest scoring, except the 
Survival Swim score but Joel was over 91% in everything; written 
tests, firearms evaluations, notebook scores and physical fitness 
testing. He had the 2nd highest notebook score and the 3rd highest 
PT scores; 18.50 out of 20.

It was an honor and privilege to have known and trained Joel. 
He was an amazing young man who made quite an impression 
on countless people during his short life. It would have been 
astonishing to see what Joel would have accomplished if he had 
the chance to put in 30 plus years into his dream career. You will 
be missed Joel, RIP. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

The class was up very early every morning, had their PT done and 
dressed before breakfast was served. They did not go hungry. Joel 

is in the back of the line; he always seemed to let others go first.

The Captains and Lieutenants who would be getting at least one of 
the new Cadets were asked to stand up. Joel is looking at Captain 
Mike Butler, now retired, from A-3 district. I know he was in hopes 
of getting assigned to A-3 district. As it turned out that hope was 

about to happen when the May 31, 2013 tragedy took Joel from us.

The class waited outside the dining hall until the meal was served and 
they all entered together. Again, Joel is the last in line, on the far right.

Each Cadet class gets cleaning assignments during their school. Here is 
Joel with dining hall duty. Joel had fun at almost every assignment given 
to him; not much bothered him, he was training to be a Game Warden.

Joel was very attentive throughout the entire school. We all know 
what Joel’s answer would be to the question on the screen.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Each class is given an assignment to complete during their stay at the TC. 
E-1-07 had to remove a stump that was behind the new dorm building. 
These assignments are meant to get the class, as a team, to come up 

with the best way to accomplish it. With Joel’s strength and size he could 
see that most of the other Cadets could not swing that ax as hard as he 

could. He took it upon himself to keep volunteering, to get it done faster.

The Cadets were given five written exams during the class. 
Joel scored 10th highest out of the 20 students on his exams. 

He averaged over 91%. He took the time to be prepared 
then, just as he did when he got into the field.

Oh yes, finally some training outdoors. Joel, just starting to gut this 
deer so the class could learn about how to sex a deer when you only 

have the bones and how to estimate the time of death in a deer. Joel is thoroughly enjoying this.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Joel made short work out of that stump!

Even cleaning the restroom wasn’t going to keep 
Joel from graduating. He was determined.

Sergeant Monty Carmikle teaching the class about 
boats. Again, Joel is very attentive.

The class is at the State Fair Grounds in Little Rock to complete their 
Defensive Driving maneuvers. As it turned out Joel became a driving 
instructor for the Commission last year and they have even named a 
new maneuver after him. It is called the Campora Maneuver (J-turn).
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Joel doesn’t look too bothered by his opponent.FINALLY, some indoor training that Joel loved. He had become a 
Defensive Tactics instructor for the Commission since my retirement.

Cadets are learning and practicing pressure point maneuvers.
Joel is completely relaxed; it is almost as if he is 

saying, “Do you want to get up now?”
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Most of the Cadets hired do not particularly like to be in the classroom 
for very long. They are usually outdoors people and I’m sure Joel would 

have rather been outside. He put 100% into every part of the school.

Joel won the overall Survival Swimming Award for swimming 
one mile, fully clothed. His winning time was 45 minutes and 

21 seconds (35 laps). This time put him as the 9th fastest time 
since the swimming began in 1999. From the E-1-99 class to E-1-

07 class there were a total of 72 Cadets. Well done Joel.

Back to classroom instruction. The Cadets are learning 
about maps and GPS use. Joel did very well, as usual.

Joel is discussing one of his cases during “outlaw week” where 
practical exercises are played out. The acting prosecutor for Moot 

Court was Robert Jackson, one of the AGFC attorneys. Being prior law 
enforcement Joel had experience in this area and performed very well.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

E-1-07 getting ready for graduation. Keith Stephens, AGFC 
Assistant Chief of Communications is taking pictures. I am 

pinning their badges on, for group pictures and to make sure 
the shirts had a hole already pre-punched; this speeds up the 
process at graduation when the Colonel pins on their badges.

Joel presenting his case, using diagrams as 
the Moot Court Judge looks on.

Class E-1-07 was so large that they were put into squads for different assignments. This squad consists of Joel 
Campora, Travis Thorn, Brandon Gavrock, Trent Whitehead, Ronnie Schwin and Chuck Beavers.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Class E-1-07 graduates Kelli Sanders, Wade Gilliam, Ronnie Schwin, 
Brandon Gavrock, Justin Smith, Joel Campora and Crystal Blakley 

listening to Director Scott Henderson giving the Graduation Address.

Colonel Chris Carpenter pins Joel’s badge on with 
Director Scott Henderson looking on.

Class E-1-07 marching in to the second floor rotunda at the Arkansas 
State Capitol for graduation. Family, friends, instructors, wildlife officers 

and AGFC employees from around the state were in attendance.

Preparing for graduation the next day.

Graduating Class E-1-07.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel’s Wildlife Officer Cadet School Training continued

Class E-1-07 along with Lieutenant Jason Parker, Major Terry McGuire and Honor Guard members 
just prior to graduating at the Arkansas State Capitol on February 29, 2008.

New AGFC Wildlife Officers Chuck Beavers, Joel Campora and Major Terry 
McGuire. Chuck and Joel both were assigned to A-2 District.

Justin Smith, Joel Campora and Crystal Blakley 
being sworn in by Honorable Chief Justice Jack 

Holt, Jr. [Ret.] Arkansas Supreme Court.
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Excerpt from an email from Sergeant Bobby Barger, 
to the AGFC Defensive Driving Instructors

On Jun 9, 2013, at 6:42 PM, “Barger, Robert” wrote:

“Guys it is going to be difficult to say the least during the 
upcoming driving classes in the absence of our fallen brother 

Joel. We will never be able to fill his shoes nor would I even attempt 
such a foolish thing. Joel truly loved being a driving instructor; he 
took great pride in his work. I can remember at the beginning, as 
we were fine-tuning the J-Turn maneuver in a truck. I was talking 
to Joel about doing the maneuver on gravel; I just mentioned it to 
him in a question, “Wonder if it can be done?” Moments later I saw 
a large cloud of dust and gravel near the firing range, Joel’s truck 
appeared out of the dust headed my way. Joel slid out of his dusty 
truck and said “NO PROBLEM.”

“Joel was confident in his abilities and was able to pass that 
confidence along to the student, he will be missed. One way we can 
remember Joel during each and every driving class in the future is 
to refer to the J-Turn as the Campora Maneuver, after all it was his 
baby, and Raborn’s, haven’t forgotten you Clay.” n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Joel, along with other driving instructors training 
AGFC students. (Photo by WO Scott Basham)

The Arkansas Game 
and Fish Honors

AGFC Disaster 
Response Member 
WO 1st Class Joel 

Campora
Photos courtesy of Arkansas Game and Fish

The Arkansas Game and Fish Commission wanted to honor Joel by 
having his picture put on the side of their Scales of Justice trailer.

Joel’s picture on the side of the AGFC Scales of Justice 
trailer. In the picture Joel is working the 2011 Vilonia tornado 

with other AGFC Disaster Response Team members.
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Joel And Sports
Photos courtesy of Corporal Todd Smith

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Joel, 2nd from right, playing on a basketball team for a fundraiser 
to benefit the Arkansas Wildlife Officer’s FOP Lodge #41.That effort shows Joel’s attitude for anything he did.

Joel slamming the ball during a game.
Joel was a member of a softball team named “Backwoods 
Lawmen.” It is made up of law enforcement officers from 

the U.S. Forest Service and Arkansas Game and Fish.
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Joel At Work And Play
By Corporal Brian Bailey, Joel’s partner in Scott County 

Photos submitted by Corporal Brian Bailey.

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Some of his mounts.

Joel loved to hunt.

Joel and his first Buck with his new bow; 
Brian had to drag that one out too.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel At Work And Play continued

Joel and Brian teaching Waldron students how to canoe and kayak.

Joel, that water is too deep to cross. He did it anyway.

Brian and Joel looking for turkey bait on Walker Mountain.Joel’s solution to helping Bryson Bailey cross the creek.

Joel and his nephews and brother-in-law on their annual canoe trip.

Joel looking for sign of early season turkey hunters with Kel Martin.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel At Work And Play continued

Shop-With-A-Cop in Wal-Mart® store in Waldron.Trooper Cory Ray, Brian, Joel, Probation Parole officers 
Tyna Martin and Lonette Carpenter, Forestry Commission Officer Billy Black and Santa.

Brian and Joel teaching students about furbearing animals in Arkansas.

Joel working undercover at Wakarusa in 2009. 

Wakarusa Music and Camping Festival is a four-day music festival 
held in early June at Mulberry Mountain near Ozark, Arkansas. The 
festival has been held annually since 2004. Named for the Wakarusa 
River, the festival was first held at Clinton State Park immediately 
outside of Lawrence, Kansas. It moved to its present location, just 
outside of Fort Smith and Fayetteville, Arkansas in 2009. The festival 
is known for an eclectic mix of music and has featured artists like 
Grammy award winners The Black Keys, The Flaming Lips, Wilco, and 
Bela Fleck and the Flecktones. Activities other than music included 
disc golf, yoga, hiking, and swimming in The Mulberry River.

Forest Service Officer Paul Jolivette and Joel shooting from a Hummer.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Unspoken Rule
By Dustyn Parker, Daughter of AGFC Major Jason Parker / Photos courtesy of AGFC and Rebecca Campora

There is a rule. It is not something that’s talked about over the 
lunch table or anywhere else. More like a bond between the 

Game and Fish officers that brings them together as brothers and 
sisters. A wildlife officer’s job is not just about watching out for 
poachers; it’s a dangerous job. They not only keep our wildlife safe 
but, also, do boating patrol and when crazy weather strikes they go 
out to help those in need. When an unfortunate event happens they 
take care of their own.

This past year, on May 31, Officer Joel Campora went missing 
while out on a rescue mission during a bad storm. The Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission officers came together to search for 
their brother. They never gave up and did not plan on stopping until 
they brought him back to his wife and two little girls.

As a daughter of a wildlife officer, I saw how the unspoken rule 
works. When a fellow officer passes away, his/her brothers and sisters 
take care of the family, no questions asked. Nobody has to go through 
a loss alone. A tight community comes together as one big family. 
I have experienced this more than once with the Game and Fish 
Commission and it is an indescribable feeling to know that they are 
more than co-workers. n
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My Adventures With Joel
By Wildlife Officer First Class Crystal Blakley 

Photos submitted by AWOA and WO 1st Class Crystal Blakley and Sergeant Brice Smith

I first met Joel as a fellow Cadet of Class E-1-07. While every 
officer’s time spent at the AGFC Enforcement Training Academy 

is roughly the same, each cadet class faces some unique challenges. 
Facing those challenges together is what creates a special bond for 
each class. Even though we each go off to our respective counties, 
we all remember those fellow officers we started our AGFC journey 
with. And after enough time has passed, those “tough lessons” we 
went through at the academy become funny stories to reminisce over.

When you first met Joel, he stood out, because he was probably 
the biggest guy there! And anyone that knew him knows he only had 
one speed: Full Throttle. Either his cheeks were rosy because he was 
laughing and joking, or his face was flushed because it was time to be 
serious. And when it was time to be serious, he was all business. Like 
I said, he only had the one speed. He could easily have come across 
as a very intimidating person, and I’m sure he did when he needed 
to be, but to me he just seemed like this big lovable guy that wanted 
to help anyone anyway he could. He was always willing to go the 

extra mile to help anyone out. Throughout my time at the academy, 
he was always there to offer me words of encouragement. I still look 
back on those memories for encouragement today.

I have a lot of memories of Joel, but one memory sums up his 
self lessness. I had no prior law enforcement experience before 
becoming a Wildlife Officer. So, on handcuffing day at the academy, 
I needed a lot of practice. Joel offered to let me practice on him, over 
and over and over. He was a big guy, with big wrists. The handcuffs 
barely fit him, and I wasn’t very good at putting them on. So, basically 

every time I slapped them on him, they didn’t close. The cuffs would 
just pinch him. His wrists were black and blue; he never complained. 
He just kept telling me to keep doing it, until I got it right. He wanted 
me to be prepared. Being an instructor just came naturally for him. 
So it was no surprise that Joel eventually became an instructor in 
defensive tactics and other training courses.

Once you are out of the academy and working in the field, unless 
one of your classmates is assigned in your district, you don’t usually 
see each other very often. I feel lucky that even though I was not 
assigned to Joel’s district, I still saw him at least once a month over the 
years at AWOA meetings, various public relations events, and most 
recently after joining the AGFC Dive Team. I had many conversations 

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

continued on 102

E-1-07 at Graduation with Lieutenant Jason 
Parker and Captain Terry McGuire.

Joel during dive training.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • My Adventures With Joel continued

Joel shows the Dive Team the art of rock skipping. If you can look at these pictures fast enough you can 
follow the rock. Of course Joel was an expert at skipping rocks just like everything else he tried.
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with Joel about the possibility of trying out for the dive team. He 
was there to answer my questions, and to once again offer words of 
encouragement. He was there the day I tried out for the team. He 
was there on the first day I dove with the team at my first training. 

It was dry suit training, which I had never dived in before. I felt 
overwhelmed, and he was right there helping me set up my equipment 
and helping me put everything on. I felt like a rag doll as he and Justin 
Smith manhandled my dry suit zipped, my tanks on my back, my 
gloves on, and my mask tightened. It all happened so fast! I thought 
it was kind of crazy then, but I’ve learned that is the way things are 
on the dive team. We take care of each other. I know we all miss Joel 
being there every time we get together.

One of my last adventures with Joel took place during the driving 
in-service we had this year at ALETA. Joel was my J-turn instructor. 
I did a few turns on the pavement, and then we moved to the dirt 
road. My second turn on the dirt road got slightly away from me. 
I got just a smidge too close to a tree. I’m reversing, then all of the 
sudden the passenger side mirror gets ripped off! I slam on the brakes. 
Joel and I look at each other, and we both just started laughing 
our heads off. Of course at that time, little did we know that more 
than just the mirror was knocked off. He got out of the truck and 
said, “HOLY CRAP!” Luckily, everything turned out fine that day, 
and I have since mastered the J-turn. I’m glad that little “accident” 
happened that day, because now I will always have that memory of 
Joel smiling and laughing. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • My Adventures With Joel continued

Dive Call on Bull Shoals Lake. Submitted by Crystal Blakley 
and Sergeant Brice Smith, B-1 Enforcement District.

A little more than just the mirror gone!
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Poteau Mountain Buck
By Corporal Brian Bailey, A-2 Enforcement District 

Photos submitted by Corporal Brian Bailey

Last fall Joel and I were out working night hunters waiting for our 
next customer to come by, when the topic turned to deer hunting. 

I told Joel that if a person was willing to walk some rough country, 
Poteau Mountain will produce a nice buck. I told him on my next 
RDO (regular days off) I was going to grab my rifle and just walk 
back in there until I found a good spot to sit; where I could see well 
and just see what happens. As my RDO’s came around I drove up 
the mountain to an area I had searched for some lost hunters a few 
years back and took off. I found a nice spot with had a lot of signs; 
I tried to watch and listen, which was tough because Joel was texting 
me every 30 minutes. I told him I had a small six point walk up to 
me but that was about it. I eventually left out and called him say 
I was in a good spot but it wasn’t to be that day.

Joel said he was going to drive up the mountain the next day and 
just pick an area since the whole mountain is good if you get far 
enough back in there. I told him if he went back in there he better 
not kill a small buck or I wouldn’t help him drag it out. Well Joel 
set out for his hunt the next day and I returned the favor of texting 
him constantly, (lol). Well he finally texted me back and stated he 
had shot one and asked if I could head up. I said it better have been 
a nice one; Joel started second guessing what nice was on my way up.

He sent me the GPS coordinates and I called our Trooper, Mac 
Davis and told him to get his butt up there and help us. I arrived at 
Joel’s truck and was shocked he actually picked an area very close to 
where I had hunted. I took off on my hike eventually making it to 

him. Joel was red faced and worn out; soaked in sweat from already 
beginning to drag the deer out. He kind of looked at me, waiting 
for my approval. I said “Yea Joel; I would have shot that buck, good 
job.” We dragged that buck for about a hundred yards at a time and 
took a lot of breaks. It wasn’t long before Mac showed up and the 
dragging got much easier, for me, with those two oxen.

We finally made it to the road and a guy drove by, not recognizing 
Joel in his camo. He spoke to Mac and stated, “Man that guy must 
be in big trouble,” seeing a Game and Fish truck and a Trooper car 
out with him. I looked at Joel and said I can’t wait to hear the stories 
that will be floating around in the next couple of days.

Well we took some pictures and sat around and talked about how 
hard that deer was to get out of the woods and how many times 
we tripped over big rocks; it was all laughs at that moment. I even 
accused him of poaching my spot on the mountain. What a great 
day and good memories. That was Joel’s last buck he killed, I’m glad 
Mac and I were there to enjoy it. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Thanks to the guys at Wildlife Images for donating their time and talent 
to mount Joel’s deer.  Rebecca hung Joel’s Dive Team hat on the antlers.



104  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Joel At Work
By Sergeant Ben Sisk, A-2 District 

Photos submitted by Sergeant Ben Sisk and Rebecca Campora.

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

This was a nuisance bear that Joel assisted AGFC 
Wildlife Division with relocating.

Dive call out on a double fatality in Franklin County.

Chuck Beavers and Joel working Mulberry River in 2008.

Dive call out on a double fatality in Franklin County.

Boys’ Night Out – 2009 program in Ozark for 5th grade boys.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel At Work continued

D.R. Long Range Concepts. The Scott County SO, Forest Service and 
Joel and I received training from these guys. We worked on shooting 

long distances with our AR 15 Rifles. (Photo by Cpl. Brian Bailey)

Joel spotting for another officer. (Photo by Cpl. Brian Bailey)

Scott County SO, Forest Service and Joel and I along with D.R. Long Range Concepts instructors. (Photo by Cpl. Brian Bailey)

Corporal Brian Bailey in foreground. (Photo by Cpl. Brian Bailey)

Photo courtesy of Rebecca Campora.

(Photo by Cpl. 
Brian Bailey)

Joel collecting bait during his FTO period. I thought 
Joel was just passionate about catching turkey baiters 
but I came to learn he was passionate about catching 

any violator, duck, deer or dope; it didn’t matter.
Brian and Joel in show and tell at a Fishing 

Derby. (Photo by Cpl. Brian Bailey)



106  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Joel – Instructor And Working
Photos courtesy of AGFC, Rebecca Campora, Wildlife Officers Jon Coats and Scott Basham

Perfect Timing
By Wildlife Officer Scott Basham, Enforcement District A-2

I t was early June of 2013; I had just had some of the worst days of 
my life. Recent heavy rains had transformed near dry creeks into 

raging torrents of water. These waterways had claimed five lives 
already, three women and two fellow officers who were also my 
friends; Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora and Scott County 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter. During the search efforts over the last few 
days I was able to stay focused on the task at hand and not on my 
grief. After everyone was located I was able to go home and begin 
the grieving process.

A short time later I got a call from a fellow officer, who said 
they were coming to get Joel’s truck from my house. I had taken 
Joel’s truck and empty boat trailer to my house on the first day of 
the search. I went out to unhook the trailer from the truck and get 
the trailer moved. While walking to my ATV I happened to look 
down and saw something.

Brushing back the dirt and mud it was a small prayer stone. 
I had lost this stone just before turkey season. The day I had lost it 
I had been on my ATV looking for turkey bait sites. I spent several 
hours and did a lot of walking looking for my stone over the next 
few days and never found it. Now, more than a month later there 
it was. At the time I needed it most God showed me that he was 
there for me. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Joel is teaching a self defense class for ladies in Scott county, hosted 
by Farm Bureau. That’s Billy Black with US Forestry Commission that 

Joel is restraining. Billy, Cody Carpenter and Cheyenne King, with Scott 
County SO were helping Joel with the class. Becca was in this class too.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel – Instructor And Working continued

Joel acting as an outlaw during practical 
exercises for a WO Cadet class.

Joel and US Forest Service LEO Billy Black 
demonstrating in another self defense 

class for women in Scott County.

AGFC Defensive Driving Instructors (orange shirts) and 
students; photo submitted by Wildlife Officer Jon Coats.

AGFC Defensive Driving, photo submitted 
by Wildlife Officer Scott Basham.

AGFC Defensive Driving; photo submitted 
by Wildlife Officer Scott Basham.

AGFC Defensive Driving; photo submitted 
by Wildlife Officer Scott Basham.

The alligator is one that Tommy Young 
is rehabilitating. It’s at their fishing 

derby. Tommy brings several animals 
for kids to look at and touch.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • Joel – Instructor And Working continued

Working the Lake Lou Emma Fishing Derby; District A-2 
officers Mike Thomas, David Wilson and Joel Campora.

Working the Lake Lou Emma Fishing Derby; District A-2 
officers Chuck Beavers, Mike Thomas, Frankie Tucker, 

Captain Clyde Shepard and Joel Campora.

Disaster Response Team – Joel working to clear 
downed trees after the Vilonia tornado in 2011.

Disaster Response Team – Joel working to clear 
downed trees after the Vilonia tornado in 2011.
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Shots Fired
By Wildlife Officer Scott Basham

I t was during my field training in December, 2012, that a shots 
fired, officer needs assistance call came in over the radio. I heard 

Officer Joel Campora on the radio responding to the incident and 
I realized that it wasn’t too far from the Scott/Logan county line 
and subsequently my residence. I radioed Joel and let him know 
that I was on my way.

Arriving in the area, Joel gave me directions and a location to set 
up, he told me to “Black Out” and we may be able to catch the suspect 
coming into a field near the scene. Joel and I were approximately 100 
to 200 yards apart on a roadway looking into a field near where the 
incident took place. Being a field there was a barb wire fence right 
by the roadway.

While waiting and watching, using night vision goggles, I heard 
Joel say on the radio that he saw the suspect. I immediately crossed 
the fence and began running towards the spot where Joel said he 
saw the suspect. It was about 100 yards across the field to the tree 
line and I was kind of surprised to arrive first because Joel was closer 

to the suspect than I was. A few moments later Joel arrived and 
we began to search for the suspect. After a short search we located 
him. I’m not sure what was going through the suspect’s mind when 
we confronted him, but I’m sure he was pretty worried. There in 
front of him were two heavily armed wildlife officers giving him 
commands. The situation was so tense you could cut it with a knife. 
I told Joel that I got him covered, Joel then told me that he had him 
covered. Neither one of us wanted to relinquish covering the suspect 
to handcuff him. Under different circumstances it would have been 
comical, but not at that time. The tension broke when Sergeant 
Frankie Tucker announced himself and walked up to handcuff the 
suspect. We then escorted the suspect back to the roadway.

After the suspect was transported away, Joel thanked me and 
Sergeant Tucker for helping out. I asked Joel how I beat him across 
the field and he told me he had gotten tangled up in the barb wire 
fence and almost fell. We both laughed and congratulated each other 
on a good night’s work. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Remembering Joel
By Corporal Jeremy Bishop, photo submitted by Corporal Jeremy Bishop

I consider myself blessed to have been able to meet and spend time 
with Joel. I was lucky enough to serve with Joel on the AWOA 

board, first as a district representative, and then as Treasurer as he 
transitioned into the position that I had previously held. I also was 
privileged to be with Joel on the AGFC Enforcement Dive Team.

In spending time with Joel, I received blessings daily. Joel was 
first and foremost a man of God. His love for Christ showed in all of 
his actions, his demeanor, his work ethic, and his love for his fellow 
man. If you spent any time with Joel at all, it was clear that he wanted 
to live his life as a living witness for his Lord and Savior. The next 
thing you noticed was how devoted he was as a husband and father. 
His face would shine whenever he talked about his girls. I was lucky 
enough to room with him on several dive calls, and his love and pride 
showed whenever he would call and talk to his family each night.

It was also obvious how much he loved his job. He was quick to 
tell you that he had his dream job. He took a great deal of pride in 
all he did, and it showed in his results. It was no surprise to me at 
all that Joel would risk his life to save someone in need. As 1 John 
3:16 states: “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down 
his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” In 
my mind Joel will always be considered a hero, not just because of 

how he died, but more importantly because of how he lived. I can 
take solace in knowing that I, as well as all who know Christ, will 
one day be reunited with Joel in eternity. n

AGFC Dive Team – Crystal Blakley, Jeremy Bishop, Joel Campora, Todd 
Smith, Jody Pendarvis, Justin Smith, Brian Gaskins and Brent Sexton.



110  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

When I First Met Joel Campora
By Wildlife Officer Keith Teague, District A-4

Where do you start when you try to remember someone who gave 
everything in the performance of a job that we all have come to 

love? I like to think back to the times when 
I first met Joel. I was one of the new cadets 
in the E-1-12 class.

It was somewhere around defensive tactics 
week when I first began hearing about Joel. 
I overheard Sergeant Brian Aston talking 
about the upcoming ground fighting that we 
would be doing and how Officer Campora 
went full out. Now Sergeant Aston, as 
everyone knows, is not a small guy. He loves 
being in the “RED MAN” suit; he loves to 
roll anyone up that gets too close to him 
during the hands on practical. When I heard 
him talk about Officer Campora going full 
out, during training, it caused me to be 
a little concerned. Well like clockwork the 
weeks went by, and the week of defensive 
tactics/ground fighting came up. I tried to 
imagine what Officer Campora was going 
to be like and he didn’t disappoint.

He walked through the door and all 
I could think was he is going to be a hand 
full. The days went on and true to form when Joel taught his 
portions of the class he went full out and was intense. We were 
all tired and banged up after three days. I had managed not to be 
Joel’s demonstration dummy the whole class. Then it was time to 
get split into our four-man groups. One of the last skills is rolling 

on the mat with one of the instructors. Joel was standing on the 
side looking around. All of the other instructors had a group that 

they were helping; we were one short in our 
group. Joel looked at me and grinned as 
he walked over. My partner and I go first, 
rolling on the mat going from the guard to 
the mount. We kept this up, back and forth, 
until the whistle blows.

The time came to roll with the instructor. 
I have Joel in my guard hoping maybe I can 
just keep him there. Well that didn’t happen. 
We scrambled around and around; then 
I switched to Plan B, plain old survival mode 
of just keeping Joel off of me. The whistle 
blows and by luck I end up getting Joel back 
into my half guard. I look at it as a draw, but 
I’m sure Joel saw it another way.

I can attest that Joel was intense when he 
trained, and he taught me some good lessons 
during that training evolution. Joel taught 
some more classes while we were in training 
and I got to know him a lot better.

After I graduated from the AGFC 
training facility I became a Representative 

for my district at the AWOA, where Joel was the treasurer. I had 
a chance to talk to him on several occasions before and after our 
meetings. I can say that Joel would just light up when he talked 
about his family. These are just a few things I remember about Joel 
and will never forget. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued




