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AGFC Enforcement District A-3 
Completes One Of Joel’s Cases

By Rebecca Campora 
Photos compliments of AGFC and Rebecca Campora

The Tuesday before Joel died he confiscated a baby deer from 
a man who found it in the woods. Joel took the deer to Tommy 

Young; a wildlife rehabilitator. The day of the October Commission 

meeting we met with District A-3 and released the deer onto private 
land. Dacie named the deer Shylie. n

TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS continued

Dacie Campora trying 
to feed Shylie.

A-3 Captain Greg Rae and 
Bethany Campora.

Corporal Tod Johnson and 
Bethany Campora.

A-3 Captain Greg Rae 
and Dacie Campora.

(L-R): Wildlife Officer Tyler Webb, Paul Jolivette, USFS LEO, Rebecca Campora, A-2 Corporal Brian Bailey, 
Dacie Campora, Sergeant Glenn Tucker, Captain Greg Rae, Bethany Campora, Sergeant Jimmy Martin, Tim Fincham, 

USFS Patrol Captain, Corporal Chris Carpenter, Corporal Tod Johnson and kneeling, Lieutenant Russ Carmack.
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TRIBUTES FROM AGFC OFFICERS • District A-3 Completes One Of Joel’s Cases continued

Bethany and Dacie Campora trying to pet Shylie.Shylie.
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THE COMMUNITY OF WALDRON HONORS 

SHERIFF CODY CARPENTER 
AND 

WILDLIFE OFFICER FIRST CLASS 
JOEL CAMPORA
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

The Waldron Volleyball Team is wearing 
this patch to remember Cody and Joel.

The Waldron Football team wore blue and 
black socks to honor Cody and Joel.

A banner was placed at the Waldron HS 
football field. It is a replica of the billboard.
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TRIBUTES FROM LE OFFICERS • Community of Waldron Gives Honors continued

Matt Bell and Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor at of Waldron First 
Baptist Church officiating at Joel’s Memorial Service.

Matt Bell and Dr. Ken Overturf, Pastor at of Waldron First 
Baptist Church officiating at Joel’s Memorial Service.

These signs were put up at the Waldron HS football field 
for the Memorial Services for Sheriff Cody Carpenter 

and Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora.

These signs were put up at the Waldron HS football field 
for the Memorial Services for Sheriff Cody Carpenter 

and Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora.

Partners Forever!
By Paul Jolivette, USFS Law Enforcement Officer, Ouachita National Forest

Joel and I were looking for bait sites and 
we followed tracks that took us straight up 

the side of a mountain. Suddenly the truck 
died and we lost steering, brakes, everything. 
The truck flies backwards and just before we 
crashed, Joel was able to get the truck stopped.

On a night hunting surveillance, Joel and 
I observed a spot light being worked just 
south of where we were staged. Joel took off 
“blacked out” with NVG’s (Night Vision 

Goggles) and we were catching up to the 
light when I heard, “OH CRAP!”; suddenly 
we hit a large berm and it launched the truck 
and Joel straight up into the roof of the cab; 
jamming his neck. Being the shorter of the 
two of us I was just fine.

These are but a couple of the awesome 
days and nights Joel and I spent together. 
I will forever love and miss my brother Joel! 
But we are Partners Forever! n
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My Memories Of Joel Campora
By Sheriff David White, Montgomery County Sheriff

In the fall of 2006, I met a young deputy from 
Montgomery County named Joel Campora. He 

was a tall figure with a very hard charging personality. 
At the time, I was working for the Glenwood Police 
Department at the corner of Montgomery and Pike 
Counties. We eventually started working a few cases 
together and became good friends.

He started going to the Glenwood Athletic Club 
with me before our shifts started. He had told me 
he was trying to get on with the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission and he wanted to get in 
a little better shape. Joel was big boned and broad 
shouldered before he started working out with me. I knew that if 
he stayed with it, he would get as big as a house. I had always tried 
to stay in shape and work out, as much as I could, by running and 
lifting weights. I had been in law enforcement for eight years at this 
point and in the Arkansas Air National Guard for eight. I never 
had a workout partner stay with me more than a couple of months, 
before Joel. When Joel started he wanted to go to the gym every day.

He started coming over to my house to shoot and learn new firing 
techniques. He invited me and my family over to his house and would 
cook while our kids played. The conversations would always end up 

with us talking about work, our families, God, or 
hunting; not necessarily in that order. I could always 
tell that Joel loved law enforcement. It wasn’t a job to 
him. Like I have told so many young officers, what 
they are getting into is not a job, it is not a career; it 
is a lifestyle. I never told Joel that; I never had to, he 
knew it. He was going to make a difference.

One night while I was working in Glenwood, 
I got a call from Montgomery County Dispatch 
asking me to go to a residence on McGrew Road. 
The only information that dispatch could get from 
the caller was that there was a domestic altercation 

between two people in the house. They told me Joel was en-route 
from Mt. Ida. I made it out to the residence and could not hear 
or see anything going on. I had been at the residence before and 
knew that a Hispanic family lived there. I knocked on the door 
and announced myself as a law enforcement officer in Spanish and 
English with no response.

I knew that Joel was 25 miles away when I got the call and with 
absolutely nothing going on at the residence, I made the decision to 
wait for backup. Just a few minutes went by before Joel arrived at the 

On The Ready!
By Tim Fincham, USFS Patrol Captain,  

Ouachita National Forest 
Photo submitted by Captain Tim Fincham

This photo reminds me of good times with our interagency softball 
team, the “Backwoods Lawmen”; made up of law enforcement 

officers from the U.S. Forest Service and Arkansas Game and Fish. 
As you can see, Joel in softball terms is On the Ready. This term 
also portrayed Joel’s overall character.

U.S. Forest Service Officers worked numerous incidents with Joel 
including arrest, search warrants, night hunting, narcotics, and search 
and rescues to name a few. Everyone that truly knew “Campy” would 
agree; he was always On the Ready!! U.S. Forest Service Officers were 
honored to serve with “Campy” as a fellow officer and good friend. 
We will Honor Joel everyday by always being On the Ready when 
duty calls. n

TRIBUTES FROM LE OFFICERS continued

continued on 116
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scene. Wildlife Officer Jeff Black, who at the time was a dispatcher 
for Montgomery County, was riding with Joel. I briefed the two on 
what I had and we attempted to make contact with someone in the 
house; several more times. We could hear them talking in Spanish 
and I could make out enough to understand they knew the police 
were on their porch.

Joel then made the decision to breach the door and make entry, 
due to the nature of the call. He stepped back from the door and gave 
it a swift kick with his size 20 boot. I had been on the S.W.A.T. team 
in Clark County and, through my experience and training, had seen 
a lot of doors breached in my career. I had never seen one breached 
like this one. The door, when kicked, usually gives way at its weakest 
point which is at the door knob. This door? Not so much. The hinges 
and all came loose and the whole door ended up on the couch in the 
living room. Needless to say, I was impressed. I was useless for the 
next second or two because I was standing there in awe of what just 
happened. I finally got my wits about me and Joel and I cleared the 
house. We found a woman with two or three kids inside and could 
not find the adult male. We finally found him playing possum in 
the bed with his jeans, shirt, and shoes still on. Joel had a few kind 
words of encouragement for the man, but we did not have enough 
evidence to take him to jail.

Before we left, the man, through his small son, asked who was 
going to fix his door. It was obvious at that point the first pep talk 
Joel had given the man didn’t have its desired effect. So Joel turned 
around and gave him another. After the second pep talk we went 
back to Glenwood where I bragged on Joel and told him I had never 
seen a door do that and was not aware that it was physically possible, 
until I saw him do it.

A month or two later, Joel and Deputy Jeremy Lea called me on 
the radio and wanted my assistance on locating a man that had been 
involved in a physical altercation with family members over in the 
Norman area. They wanted to meet with me and discuss the case. 
I had them meet me on Hwy. 70 at the Glenwood Athletic Club.

They told me the suspect had a sister who lived in Glenwood and 
thought he was at the sister’s house. They said the suspect had valid 
warrants for his arrest and the altercation had only happened an hour 
or two before they contacted me. They gave me the address, which 
we could see from where we were sitting. Fearing they could see us 
as well, we came up with a quick plan of action. Joel was going to 
the front door and Jeremy and I were going to the back. Jeremy and 
I went first and Joel went last. When Jeremy and I got to the back 
of the house, we found the suspect’s vehicle hidden behind the shed. 
We knocked on the back door and a young boy, about ten years 
old, answered the door. We were not aware that Joel was speaking 

with the suspect’s sister, who was also the young boy’s mother, at 
the front door. I asked the young lad if the suspect was there and he 
told me that he was. I then asked him where he was and he told me. 
Then the young boy looked back in the house and a scared, almost 
confused look came over his face. I had seen that many, many times 
before. That is usually the look you get when the bad guy is in the 
house and is trying to intimidate someone or get that someone to 
throw the police a curve ball. At that point I went into the house 
knowing the wanted suspect was in there; Jeremy was right behind 
me. Mom saw us and ran over to intercept by jumping right in 
front of us and ordering us out of her house. I told her that it was 
in her best interest to get out of the way or go to jail for Hindering 
Apprehension; she complied.

Jeremy and I found the suspect hiding under a bed in the young 
boy’s bedroom. We were in the process of talking him out when Joel 
walked up. Apparently, the suspect was not crawling out, from that 
very small space, quick enough for Joel’s liking. The suspect only had 
one arm out from under the bed at this point. He was complaining he 
was stuck under the bed and was having trouble getting out because 
the springs were rubbing his back. Joel, being the helper he was, 
went towards the suspect and assisted him out from under the bed. 
He grabbed the suspect’s free arm and with one quick jerk, the bed 
raised up, almost hit the ceiling, and the suspect went sliding across 
the floor. When the suspect finally stopped sliding, he was right in 
front of me. I then holstered my pistol and placed him in handcuffs 
to complete the arrest.

Over the course of the next few months, Joel and I worked several 
more things together. When Joel got his crosshairs on a suspect, he 
was going to catch him. He always put everything he had into a case 
and he never shied away from anything. He was strong as an ox, but 
was always very careful to use that God given strength. Joel eventually 
went to work for the Arkansas Game and Fish and I went to work at 
the Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy.

During one of our conversations we had, I told Joel I was thinking 
of someday running for sheriff in Montgomery County. He told me 
I would be great for the job and encouraged me to do it sooner than 
later; three years later I ran and won the election. When I returned 
to work, after the night of the election, I had a message at the front 
desk to call Joel. I called him and he congratulated me on the win 
and told me to be a good sheriff. We talked on and eventually he and 
I had to go back to work. I got to see him a few times after I took 
office and it was always the same, telling war stories, talking about 
our families, talking about God, and talking about deer season. I was 
privileged to have gotten to work with Joel and even more privileged 
to have Joel as a friend. n

TRIBUTES FROM LE OFFICERS • My Memories Of Joel Campora continued
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Joel Helping Other  
Law Enforcement Agencies

Photo submitted by Rebecca Campora

TRIBUTES FROM LE OFFICERS continued

Joel and Detective Junior Gonzalez,  
with Waldron Police Department  

on a water rescue in Waldron.
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My Time With Joel Campora
Sgt. Jeremy Lea, Montgomery County Sheriff ’s Office

Joel was always a blast to work with. There are so 
many different stories to tell. I remember when 

I first went on the road as a Deputy Sheriff and was 
riding with Joel learning the job. Dispatch advised 
us they had received several 911 calls on a possible 
drunk driver in the north part of the county.

Being the only two deputies out, we responded 
to the area. I was both excited and amazed at how 
fast our trip across the county was. Joel explained 
to me, if we find the vehicle and stop it he would do 
all the talking and I was to observe. It wasn’t long 
before we came up behind a vehicle matching the 
description we were given. To Joel’s surprise the vehicle was only 
traveling approximately 12 mph, which we both learned was no 
match to our speed; which will remain a mystery.

The vehicle was drifting back and forth across the road and Joel 
turned on the blue lights. The vehicle stopped in the middle of the 
road and the driver began to exit. Joel and I both greeted the driver 
between the two vehicles. The driver was by all accounts intoxicated 
and was in no mood to see us. I took my assigned role and began 
watching Joel try to speak with the driver. The driver began yelling 
at us telling us we were not who we said we were and we were wearing 
skin suits. The driver went on to explain how we were really his 
family dressed in skin suits to look like police officers, to take his 
lands. Joel responded to the allegations with how much have you had 
to drink. Something about this phrase sent the driver into more of 
a rage. I, trying to stay in my observer role, began to get my pepper 
spray out; just in case.

I observed Joel’s attitude hadn’t changed much and was simply 
trying to calm the driver down to speak to him; then it happened. The 
driver began to spit everywhere and started towards Joel. Joel, being 

the big guy he was, simply pushed the driver back 
and said stop. The driver stood there for a moment 
and appeared to be weighing his options; the driver 
spit on Joel. Everything went into slow motion for 
me; I remember looking at Joel’s face which had 
turned bright red. Joel started back with his right 
hand, which was the size of a baseball glove, and 
started toward the driver. The driver’s expression, 
I remember clearly, was a sense of panic. I felt the 
need to help the driver and began to deploy the 
pepper spray to stop the almost certain “attitude 
adjustment” that was coming. The pepper spray 

worked; it stopped everything. Everything including the driver; Joel 
and myself all received the pepper spray.

Joel and I placed the driver under arrest, once the situation was 
brought under control and the driver was placed comfortably into 
the back seat. Joel and I had what I would refer to as an in-depth 
conversation about the deployment of pepper spray. Joel and 
I continued to transport the driver to the Sheriff ’s Office and I helped 
the driver wash off the pepper spray.

The driver calmed down a little bit, and asked me if I was the one 
who pepper sprayed. I told him I was and he thanked me for saving 
his life. He stated he knew the exact moment he messed up and he 
should not have spit on the big guy. He stated he saw Joel’s hand go 
back and just knew he was going to get it. Every time I would work 
with Joel after that he would always tell me not to use my pepper 
spray; before we exited the vehicle.

I hope after reading this story you can find the humor in this 
experience. Joel and I would always talk about the time I sprayed 
everybody on the traffic stop and always got a laugh. Joel was a dear 
friend of mine and will always be missed. n

TRIBUTES FROM LE OFFICERS continued
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Condolences to the Family, Friends and Colleagues of Wildlife Officer Joel Campora

The ExxonMobil family would like to extend our deepest condolences to the family, friends and colleagues 
of Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer Joel Campora. Officers of the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission are dedicated to the public’s safety and to the protection of public resources, and 
Officer Campora was no exception. We honor and remember Officer Campora for his service to his state 
and his community.

Newsletter to the
Mayflower Community June 8, 2013

Presorted
Standard Postage

PAID
EDDM Retail

Resident

After the Pegasus Pipeline rupture in Mayflower earlier this year, Exxon Mobil hired off‑duty law enforcement officers to work security 
at all of their work/storage sites. Many AGFC Wildlife Officers worked for them, on their days off, for several months.

2012 COPS Parents Retreat

The couple to the right, Connie and Richard Barker, emailed Rebecca this picture 
and wanted to share it in the magazine. Joel taught them boating in 2012 at 

the COPS parents retreat. Their son was killed in the line of duty.
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A Hero And 
Friend – RIP Joel 

Campora … We’ll Never 
Forget

By Eric Odom, Managing Director of Libertynews.com 
Published: June 2, 2013 in the Liberty News.  
Printed with permission from Mr. Eric Odom.

A line of violent and dangerous severe storms moved through southwest Arkansas, on May 
30, 2013. I remember taking particular interest in the storms because the area hardest 

hit (Waldron, Mena, and Oden) is where my direct family is from. Additionally, one of the 
employees of the company who owns LibertyNEWS.com lives in the area, so we were well 
aware of the situation and paying close attention to what was happening.

What we didn’t know is that in the early morning hours of May 31, 2013, a 911 emergency 
call came in that alerted the Scott County Sheriff ’s office. The caller described a terrible 
situation in which she was trapped in her home with another woman and waters were rising 
too quickly for a manageable escape. In response, Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
connected with Wildlife Officer Joel Campora to coordinate a rescue boat for an attempt 
to save the two stranded women.

continued on 121



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  121

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Reports are still a little fuzzy, but I believe, 
based on what I’ve been able to find out so far, 
Carpenter and Campora arrived on scene, exited 
the boat and entered the home where the two 
women were stranded. At some point while they 
were all inside the home, the physical structure 
instantly became unstable and imploded in on 
all four of them. They were all four probably 
engulfed in debris and water, then swept down 
river in the rushing flood current.

There is no point in describing the situation 
any further, other than to say none of the four 
have been recovered alive. There is certainly 
a point in recognizing and honoring the sacrifice 
made by these two brave heroes. While most of 
us were sleeping and at peace, Carpenter and 
Campora were dealing with a living, real time 
nightmare scenario as they put themselves in an 
extremely dangerous situation to help others.

Carpenter and Campora are to be honored 
and remembered by all. They are heroes; they 
are both family men, authentic and genuine. 
They are model citizens and the world is at a loss 
without them.

The reason I mention and dedicate this story 
to Joel Campora is because I know him. My 
family and his family are close and have been 
for most of my life. While I must admit I have 
not talked to Joel or the rest of his family for 
many years (I’ve lived all over the country while 
my family is still in that area), my memories of 
him in our childhood are vivid and clear.

Joel was a great kid. He was rambunctious 
and rowdy. He loved the outdoors and he was 
always full of energy. He had a wonderful spirit 
and everyone loved him. He cared too. He cared 
for everyone and was always helpful, even when scenarios usually 
provoked others to walk away.

My heart aches for Joel and his family. I don’t know his wife or 
kids, but I now wish I did. I wish I had taken the time to reconnect 
and just say hello. I wish I could have done something, anything to 
make one of his days better.

Life here on earth is so short, and Joel deserved a good one. 
Joel was a stand-up kid, and he turned out to be a fantastic man, 
father, husband, son, brother and friend. He has a beautiful family. 
A wife and two gorgeous daughters who are no doubt going through 

unimaginable times in life right now. I cannot possibly imagine what 
it must feel like to see your husband, brother or father leave for work 
and never return. That is something that words alone cannot heal.

This will take prayer and faith. Joel was a man of God. His family 
is a family built on a core of faith in God. With prayer and faith, 
everyone will be able to pull through this.

Please pray for the Campora and Carpenter family.
Rest in peace, Joel. You’re a hero and we will never forget you.

 n

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • A Hero And Friend – RIP Joel Campora continued
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Facebook Tributes To Wildlife Officer 1st Class 
Joel Campora And Sheriff Cody Carpenter

This was written by Boyd Dan Hicks on 6-5-2013 
Boyd is Chief of the Magazine Police Department and a former Wildlife Officer with the AGFC. 

https://www.facebook.com/chiefhicks?hc_location=stream

Ode To Cody And Joel
YOU GRABBED YOUR GEAR AND TOLD YOUR WIFE, 

HON, I’VE GOT TO GO. 
NOT ENOUGH TIME TO EXPLAIN THE DETAILS, 

YOU CAN TELL HER WHEN YOU GET BACK HOME.

SOMEONE’S IN TROUBLE AND NEEDS HELP QUICK, 
AND YOU CAN’T GET THERE FAST ENOUGH. 

SO MANY TIMES YOU’VE DONE THE SAME THING, 
AND COME BACK TO THE ONES YOU LOVE.

THEY KNOW THAT YOU’VE SWORN TO PROTECT AND SERVE, 
AND THEY KNOW YOU LOVE THEM SO MUCH. 

BUT THEY KNOW THAT YOU’LL GO, WHENEVER YOU’RE CALLED, 
TO DO WHAT’S RIGHT, HONORABLE AND JUST!

AND WHILE ON THE WAY, IN YOUR MIND YOU MAKE PLANS, 
ON HOW BEST TO TACKLE THE JOB. 

DO I HAVE THE RIGHT TOOLS, TO HELP THOSE IN NEED, 
IF NOT, I’LL JUST USE WHAT I’VE GOT!

AND AS YOU ARRIVE, YOU FEEL SOME RELIEF, 
AS YOUR BROTHERS IN ARMS SHOW UP, TOO! 

AND TOGETHER YOU RUSH IN, TO THE BATTLE TOGETHER, 
WITH LITTLE THOUGHT OF THE DANGER TO YOU.

BECAUSE SOMEONE NEEDS HELP, AND THAT’S WHAT YOU DO, 
AND WITH GOD, YOU KNOW YOU’RE NOT ALONE. 

YOUR LOVE FOR YOUR NEIGHBORS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS, 
GIVES YOU THE STRENGTH, TO ALWAYS GO ON.

AS YOU SPRING INTO ACTION, THE THOUGHT CROSSES YOUR MIND, 
COULD THIS BE THE TIME I MUST DIE? 

AND AS QUICKLY AS IT CAME, YOU PUSH THE THOUGHT ASIDE, 
BECAUSE SOMEONE NEEDS HELP, JUST INSIDE.

YOUR BROTHERS IN ARMS, KNOW HOW YOU FELT, 
AS YOU RUSHED IN TO HELP THOSE IN NEED. 

YOU GAVE IT YOUR ALL, WITH HONOR AND COURAGE 
YOUR LOVE MADE YOU HEROES INDEED!

SO CODY AND JOEL, WE WILL NEVER FORGET, 
YOUR LOVE FOR YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 

YOU WERE A GIFT FROM ABOVE AND WE THANK OUR DEAR LORD, 
THAT YOU’RE NOW SAFELY IN GOD’S TENDER HANDS!

BOYD D. HICKS 
06/05/13

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued

Share this picture to  
Honor two of our  

Fallen Heroes, Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter and  

Officer Joel Campora.  
Both gave the  

ultimate sacrifice on  
5/31/2013 during a  

severe flood in  
Scott County, Arkansas.  

Heroes Memorial 
Foundation 

Remembering Sheriff

Cody Carpenter SCSD  
EOW 5/31/2013

Rest easy young  
Brother. Our blue  

lights will be shining  
in honor of your  

service and sacrifice.  
You Sir, your family  

and the entire  
Arkansas Game and  
Fish Commission are  

in our thoughts.

Blue Line  
Across America
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This Is A Story Of How This Hero Lived 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 

Wildlife Officer Joel L. Campora
End Of Watch: 05-31-13 (remains recovered 06-02-13)

By Nessie for TrueBlueWarriors.org / www.facebook.com/truebluewarriors 
2013© Nessie/True Blue Warriors. Used by permission to reprint from TrueBlueWarrior.org

Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, 32, gave his life while trying to 
rescue citizens from mass flash flooding. Scott County Sheriff 

Cody Carpenter also gave his life in the rescue attempt. Several civilians 
also perished (details below). Born with a soul that has courage to wear 
the badge, Officer Campora had been Saving, Serving, and Protecting 
the People and our land for 10 years. This True Blue Warrior began 
his calling as a Patrol Officer in 2003 when he was sworn with the 
Mena Police Department. Brother Joel loved his work and took pride 
in his ‘armor’ inside and out, always looking sharp and treating all with 
respect and professionalism. He was a fearless Warrior and stood with 
Courage in the face of danger, yet was careful to keep his Compassion 
at the ready. With his ever-calm demeanor and upbeat attitude, Brother 
Joel was a pleasure to work alongside of. As much as he loved working 
the streets, his heart kept pulling him in a bit of a different direction. 
You see, ever since Joel was a young boy, he had always dreamed of 
working as a Wildlife Officer. With his love of the great outdoors 
and his passion to ensure nature’s resources were also protected, he 
knew he could serve both the People and the land if he worked for 
the Game and Fish Commission … and four years later, his lifelong 
wish was attained through hard work and study … On 07 October 
2007, Brother Joel was sworn in as a Wildlife Officer with the AGFC.

With a deep breath and a huge smile on his face, Officer Campora 
made a quick and smooth transition and was immediately embraced 
by his fellow Officers. Brother Joel was ‘home.’ Ofc. Campora was 
tough on offenders but he also took the time to explain and teach 
them the ‘whys’ in such a way he garnered so much respect by all. 
Though Ofc. Campora took his enforcement duties very seriously and 
was a tough but fair cop, it was his time spent with citizens, young and 
old, during nature hikes and classes, he received the greatest reward. 
You see, Brother Joel wanted to ensure that not only the People were 
kept safe, he also made sure they knew how to protect and respect 
the environment and nature’s raw beauty. Ofc. Campora simply 
wanted to make a difference in his small corner of the world … and 
a difference he certainly made.

When not in uniform, you could still find Brother Joel outdoors 
and with his three favorite girls … the love of his life Becca and 
their two young daughters who were the apples of his eye. He took 

great joy in teaching his girls all that this land had to offer and 
how to live life to its fullest. We must all vow to ensure that these 
girls never forget how much their daddy was loved and how much 
he loved them and the People, by taking a small piece of his legacy 
with us as we continue to create our own. This Brave and Benevolent 
Son, Husband, Father, and Brother of Blue, who truly Lived As 
Only A Hero Could, will be missed by so very many … so few will 
forget the day he Gave His Life As Only A Warrior Dare … for the 
People … On Thursday evening, the rains began and flooding ensued. 
Waters quickly began to rise and by Friday morning, flash floods 
were occurring, trapping residents. Sheriff Carpenter and AGFC 
Wildlife Officer Joel Campora got into a boat together to rescue those 
stranded. While attempting to rescue civilians who had called 911 
for help, they were swept away by the flash floods. Sadly this proved 
to be their final battle … Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found several 
hours later a mile away. Wildlife Officer Joel Campora’s remains 
were recovered on Sunday at 0930hours, about a mile and half from 
there. Three others lost their lives since Thursday evening as well. 
The search continues for the last missing civilian.

Joel leaves behind his beloved bride Rebecca and two young 
daughters Dacie and Bethany. Our heartfelt thoughts and prayers 
go out to the entire Campora family, the Men and Women of the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission, and to all whom have had 
the pleasure and the privilege of knowing and working alongside 
this True Blue Hero. Our thoughts and prayers continue for the 
Carpenter family, both blood and Blue, as well as to all the families 
of our civilians who lost their lives affected by this. Special thoughts 
and thanks go out to the numerous agencies who have been working 
non-stop throughout, including the National Guard. Many civilians 
were saved by hundreds of Heroes.

Our Brother, as you now look down from the Heavens above, 
may you continue your vigilant watch over us all as we carry on in 
the battles to come … In Our Brother’s Honor. We thank you for 
your service and for your sacrifice. We thank you for your life. Job 
Well Done Sir.

Rest In Peace Wildlife Officer Joel L. Campora … We Have The 
Watch From Here. SALUTE! n

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued
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In Memoriam – Conservation 
Officer Joel Campora

Posts by Patrick Sharkey, June 3, 2013,  
in “Gone But Never Forgotten”, “In the Line of Duty”, “Officer Down”, 

Keith Stephens, spokesman for 
the Arkansas Fish and Game 

Commission has sadly announced that 
the body of 32-year-old Conservation 
Officer Joel Campora has finally 
been recovered.

Conservation Officer Campora 
and Scott County Arkansas Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter were checking on 
residents in the Y City area when 
f lash f lood waters on the Fourche 
La Fave River swamped their boat 
and swept the officers downstream. 
The f lash f loods were the result of 
severe thunderstorms that pounded 
Oklahoma and Arkansas with high winds, heavy rain and large hail. 
Wide spread destruction of homes and roadways produced numerous 
calls for assistance. Many roads were impassible.

The Arkansas National Guard was called out for assistance. Sheriff 
Carpenter’s body was located about a mile downstream the following 

day. Conser vat ion Of f icer 
Campora’s body was located 
about 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, a mile 
and a half downstream.

A saddened Fish and Game 
Commission Law Enforcement 
Chief, Jeff Crow stated, “We were 
very grateful that we were the 
ones to recover him and return 
him to his family.” In addition 
to these two dedicated officers, 
two other people died during the 
flooding and storms. One person 
is still missing.

Conservation Officer Joel 
Campora knew that he wanted to be a Fish and Game Commission 
Officer since he was in 4th grade. It was his life’s calling.

Conservation Officer Joel Campora – gone but never forgotten. 
EOW: Friday, May 31, 2013

“Graphic created by Fellow Officer Rose Borisow GraFX” n

Remembering Officer 
Joel Campora AGFC, 

EOW 5/31/2013
June 2

I t is with profound sadness that we announce the recovery of our 
wildlife officer Joel Campora. He was found earlier today near 

Y City where he attempted to do what he was trained to do – save 
lives. In his cadet biography, Joel said he knew he wanted to be 
a wildlife officer since the fourth grade. Please keep the Campora 
family, as well as all of the people involved in this tragedy, in your 
prayers. – Arkansas Game and Fish Commission n

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued
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Arkansas Game & Fish Wildlife 
Officer, Joel Campora Escort

 mykaisham23; 577 views; Published on Jun 4, 2013, Photos courtesy of the AGFC.

A video I took on 6/2/2013 around 5p.m. of Arkansas Game and 
Fish Wildlife Officer, Joel Campora of Scott County being 

escorted into Waldron as his final journey into our town. A wonderful 
tribute that many law enforcement agencies from all over took part 
in by escorting him. Many people from Scott County lined the 
highways to show their love and support for such a wonderful man. 
He will be truly missed. May he RIP.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tgOT6BszQ7c

Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officers recovered Joel’s body 
on the morning of June 2, 2013, and never left his side until during 
the memorial service on June 7, 2013. They, along with many other 
law enforcement agencies and search teams, shown here, escorted 
his body to the funeral home in Waldron from Y City. n

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued
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Posts From Joel’s Facebook Page
Created by Rebecca Campora and Corporal Brian Bailey (Joel’s partner in Scott County) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Arkansas-Game-Fish-Officer-Joel-Campora-Memorial-Page/318681344929669

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued

Posted July 22, 2013 • Today Joel would have been 33 
years old. He always requested a chocolate pie.
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TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • Posts From Joel’s Facebook Page continued

Posted July 28, 2013 • Last night Cody and Joel were honored at the Crystal Festival in Board Camp, AR. Joel grew 
is in Board Camp. Beth and I got to meet the Marshal Tucker Band. Shiela and my girls sang as well.

Posted July 31, 2013 • AR NWTF Board of Directors has chosen Joel as the 2013 Wildlife Officer of the Year. Joel was 
president and banquet chairperson for our local chapter for several years. It’s something he and I did together.
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TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • Posts From Joel’s Facebook Page continued

Posted August 25, 2013 • Great day at church today. Our oldest Dacie 
was baptized! … with Matt Bell and Ken Overturf.

Posted September 8, 2013 • Check out the August issue of 
Arkansas Bear and Buck Journal. It’s a tribute issue to Joel.
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TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • Posts From Joel’s Facebook Page continued

Posted September 8, 2013 • Check out the Sept./Oct. issue of Arkansas Wildlife magazine. There is an article 
about Joel and one he wrote himself as well. I love the drawing on the Scales of Justice page.

Posted September 13, 2013 • AGFC Deputy Director Jeff Crow, AGFC Enforcement 
District A-2 Lieutenant Nakia Crims and Rebecca Campora. Fallen officers were honored 

last night at Arkansas Chief of Police banquet. Joel and Cody were honored.
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TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • Posts From Joel’s Facebook Page continued

This is Campy, Corporal Tod Johnson’s 
new K9 named after Joel. Tod is in 

AGFC Enforcement District A-3.
Posted September 13, 2013 • The girls got their bears from Katye’s Helping 

Hands. Go like the page and read about this awesome organization.

Posted October 16, 2013 • I got this in the mail today. Great 
company! Thank you Alamo City Gold & Silver, I will cherish this.

Posted September 15, 2013 • Joel’s nephews and brother in law 
with Corporal Todd Smith at the AGFC Foundation Banquet.
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Expressions Of Admiration For 
Wildlife Officer 1st Class Joel Campora

There is a special calling that 
God puts on law enforcement 
officers. Joel makes me proud 
to say, “I am from Arkansas.”

Scott County will never 
forget this brave hero.

Heaven is rejoicing, as they have 
gained an amazing angel.

A true hero!! Giving your life for 
those you swore to protect!!

God took home a hero.

Thank you for sharing the life of 
Christ in all you did Joel … this 
community was truly blessed.

I love his stand he took on 
Christ and living Godly and 

wasn’t afraid to show that side.

The impact of his life as a Child 
of God is what we should all 

strive to accomplish.

Joel was a devoted, God 
fearing, family man and very 

dedicated to the AG&FC.

Joel had true character, a selfless 
work ethic, and a positive attitude 
at a young age. Joel never wavered. 
He is a true hero and a role model 

that should never be forgotten.

You always had a smile on your 
face. I knew you enough to know 

that you are a Godly man and you 
were always there for anyone. Our 
hearts are heavy in Scott County 

but we all know you are in heaven.

Joel was a true hero, for 
that he will be forever loved 

and never forgotten.

Joel was such a wonderful role 
model for the youth at FBC 

Waldron. Such a servant heart 
he had! He loved kids and 
teaching them about God.

Our hearts are broken for the 
loss of such a wonderful Christian 
man, loving husband and father.

Joel was a wonderful person 
and a great witness for Jesus.

Joel was a wonderful man and 
leaves behind an awesome legacy.

To an outstanding man who will 
be missed. Two things stick out 

in my mind about him, how much 
he loved his wife and his integrity. 
This world is less without him in it.

Joel was a very special person 
and will leave a huge vacancy in 

his community and Church.

These men, Wildlife Officer 1st Class Joel Campora and Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 
were heroes in the truest sense of the word by placing their own lives and safety behind 

others. The willingness to sacrifice all to help few is the cornerstone of humanity.

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued
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Joel’s Early Years
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

Joel and his sister Shiela.

A young Joel, loving the outdoors and always smiling.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Early Years continued

Joel, not outdoors.

Joel outdoors and smiling again.

Joel loved sports his whole life. He was very competitive.Joel and Shiela.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Early Years continued

Becca’s High School sweetheart. Joel and Rebecca shortly after they began dating.

Joel and Becca going to Becca’s High School Prom 
with friends. It is also when he proposed to Becca. Joel and Becca’s engagement picture. Joel and Becca on their wedding day.

Joel got his dream job with the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission October 8, 2007 and was 
sworn in and had his badge pinned on by then 
Colonel Chris Carpenter on February 29, 2008.Joel holding his oldest nephew, Drew.Joel and his mother, Lyla, at his wedding.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Early Years continued

Along came beautiful Bethany to make their family complete.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Wildlife Officers Helping Joel’s Family
By Rebecca Campora, Photos compliments of Rebecca Campora and AGFC

Lt. Crims escorting Joel’s mom back to the family vehicle 
after Joel’s Memorial Service in Waldron.

Lt. Crims showing Joel’s family where to sit at his Memorial Service in 
Waldron. His brother in law, niece, and nephews (all in camo shirts).

Dacie drew a picture to thank Lieutenant Nakia Crims for her help over the past few months.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Wildlife Officers Helping Joel’s Family continued

They painted, put up an electric fence, did 
yard work, put lattice around the deck, put 
in a peep hole and installed motion lights.

They painted, put up an electric fence, did 
yard work, put lattice around the deck, put 
in a peep hole and installed motion lights.

On July 20, 2013, Enf. Districts A2 and A3, plus 
interns, came and do Rebecca’s “honey do” list.

Nakia came for a visit and Bethany wanted her to “wocky” her.

They painted, put up an electric fence, did yard work, put lattice 
around the deck, put in a peep hole and installed motion lights.

Nakia with Rebecca, Joel’s sister Shiela and the girls at 
Joel’s second Memorial Service in Hot Springs.

THANK YOU!  
Rebecca and the girls very 

much appreciate everything 
you are doing for them.
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My Baby Girl
Written by Joel while taking a college English class

Dacie
Gorgeous

Daughter of Joel
Lover of cartoons, chocolate, and chalk
Who feels special, loved and important.

Who needs a hug, a kiss, and encouragement
Who gives joy, hope, and enlightenment

Who fears the dark, spiders, and automatic potties
Who wants to see people happy and the baby in mommy’s tummy

Lives in the “big house home”

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued
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Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Joel’s joy, Dacie.Joel and Becca’s first born, Dacie Jayden Campora.

Daddy and Dacie.

Such a proud Daddy.Being so little is hard work.



140  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

Like Father, like Daughter.

Let’s ride Dacie.

Vacation time.Daddy builds the best snowmen ever.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

Party Time!

Joel’s tattoo says, “These Colors Don’t Run.”Deputy Daddy and Dacie.

Joel and Becca’s little Cheerleader; Dacie.There is this girl, she stole my heart; She calls me Daddy. - Anonymous
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

I love being a girl because I am my Daddy’s little girl. - Anonymous

At the beach with my Daddy.

Joel and Dacie at Class E-1-07’s graduation.

Vacation for all.

The first true love any girl has is her father. No one will 
ever replace him as the love of her life. - Anonymous



144  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

Flying a kite so high with my Daddy.

A cold vacation.

At the softball field with my Daddy.Just laying around.

Dacie, their first precious daughter.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

Daddy playing with his cell phone camera.

This was Dacie’s first hunting trip with her 
Daddy. It was at Weeks Lease in November 2012.Dancing with Daddy.

Dacie helping her Daddy clean ducks. She 
didn’t get to go hunting but helped anyway.

Joel and Dacie at the 2009 Truman Baker 
Fishing Derby. Joel made her touch the 

catfish she caught. She had a Barbie 
pole and it took Becca and two Forest 

Service guys to get it to the bank.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

Because someone we love is in Heaven, We have 
a lot of Heaven in our home. - AnonymousJoel’s little fisherman.2012 Truman Baker Fishing Derby.

Dacie cooking with Daddy and making precious memories.Like Father, like Daughter.

Daddy’s loving hands.Christmas and Daddy are special.



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  147

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Dacie ~ The Joy Of Joel’s Life continued

“The greatest gift I ever had, come from God, and I call him Daddy!” - Anonymous
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

I Am…
Written by Joel while taking a college English class

I am a father and an officer. 
I wonder what it would be like if there was no crime. 
I hear the cry of disappointment as it shows its evil face. 
I see the scars that the future holds. 
I want justice to prevail. 
I am a father and an officer.

I pretend to solve it all. 
I feel the clock ticking as the years pass by. 
I touch the lives of all around me. 
I worry that life as we know it will no longer exist. 
I cry when I see what my daughter may face. 
I am a father and an officer.

I understand that I cannot 
change it all. 
I say this is all God’s will. 
I dream of a time when there 
will be no hurt and no pain. 
I try to show my daughter the 
true meaning of life. 
I hope I’ve trained up my child 
in the eyes of my Maker. 
I am a father and an officer.
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Joel’s Beautiful Bethany
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

This is not a pool Daddy!

Worn out Bethany.

I love being a girl because I am my Daddy’s little girl. – AnonymousBethany and Joel cleaning out the pumpkin for a Jack-o-Lantern.

Bethany – Future Wildlife Officer?

Joel and Bethany.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Beautiful Bethany continued

Joel skating with Bethany at a 
friend’s birthday party.

Joel skating with Bethany at a 
friend’s birthday party.When you play hard, you sleep hard.

Bethany snuggling with Daddy. She finally got him to sleep.Bethany loving a puppy with Daddy’s guidance.

It is good Daddy, try it!There is this girl, she stole my heart; She calls me Daddy. - Anonymous
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Bethany’s first Christmas.

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Beautiful Bethany continued

Watching a video on the cell phone with Uncle Darin, Drew and Travis.

Daddy’s strong hands helping his sweet baby Bethany.
Bethany feels safe on her Daddy’s chest.

Daddy loves you sooo much Bethany.
Joel bought the girls a bunny at Atwood’s. It died 

two days later; Beth loved it too much.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Beautiful Bethany continued

5th Quarter at Church – 11 p.m. is late for Bethany.

Daddy playing with the cell phone camera.

Joel and Bethany at a Birthday party.

“The greatest gift I ever had, come from God, 
and I call him Daddy!” – Anonymous
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Joel’s Girls
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

Joel and Becca’s beautiful daughters, Bethany and Dacie.

Joel and Becca, her first love.Joel and Becca – His first love.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Girls continued

Christmas time was special to Becca and Joel.Go Hogs!!

Reading time with Daddy.Gutting a pumpkin with Daddy.

Joel and his precious girls.Christmas time with the Campora’s.
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Joel enjoying the girls and them having fun with Daddy.

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Girls continued

The day Bethany was born and their family complete.

Joel and Becca’s beautiful girls, Dacie and Bethany
Joel and Becca’s beautiful girls, Dacie and Bethany

Relaxing with our Daddy.At the beach with Daddy.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Girls continued

Joel’s Deacon Ordination.July 2012 Vacation in Sea World.Joel training Toby with the girls help.

Joel and Bethany.Our Daddy, the Game Warden.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • Joel’s Girls continued

A circle of strength and love, 

Our Family 
Founded on faith, joined in love, kept by God, 

Forever together

A happy family is but an earlier heaven. – John Bowring 
The Joel Campora family.
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FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Lightning!
Written by Joel while taking a college English class

Beautiful light that fills the sky.  

Like fingers from God, such power, such grace.  

Unpredictable and sporadic, never  

striking twice in the same place.  

Makes the hairs on my arm stand up.  

Just a sign from above of God’s majesty.  

What an electrical force.
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Joel’s Second Memorial Service
By Rebecca Campora, photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

This second memorial for Joel was smaller than his first 
Memorial Service in Waldron. It was held at Lake Ouachita 

and Micah’s Point. Our family stayed at the lake that night and 
also rented a pontoon boat for a few hours. Family and friends from 
Waldron attended this service too.

AGFC officials and officers and their families from AGFC 

Enforcement Districts A-2 and A-3 attended as well as U.S. Forest 
Service officers; Major Andy Tackett cooked for everyone.

Brian Bailey, Joel’s partner and Paul Jolivette, US Forest 
Service LEO were to spread Joel’s ashes from a helicopter near 
Micah’s Point. The weather didn’t cooperate so that couldn’t be 
done at that time. n

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Joel’s sister Shiela, Nakia and the girls and I got 
a ride on a fire boat while on Lake Ouachita.

Joel’s mother Lyla and Dacie 
riding on the pontoon boat.Bethany and Dacie.

The weather kept everyone under roofs but 
we all were there to remember Joel.
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Wal-Mart®

By Rebecca Campora 
All photos compliments of Rebecca Campora

Joel started working at Wal-Mart® when 
he was 16-years-old. He worked all 

over the store but his favorite spot was 
sporting goods.

Every year they have a Halloween 
costume contest among employees. The 
winner gets a share of stock or a paid 
day off. At the time Joel was “lead cart 
pusher.” The ladies in fabrics made him 
a tutu; I painted his nails and other ladies 
did his makeup. He of course won. He 
called himself a Russian ballerina. He 
almost caused a few wrecks while cart 
pushing in that get up. Joel’s manager 
Chip Bentley, who was also his neighbor 
growing up told him he was no longer 
allowed in his pool. LOL

The cow, holding Joel, was Adam Lott 
who was a high school buddy of Joel’s. 
When I got Joel’s phone back after the 
flood, there was a voice mail from Adam. He was letting him know 
he was praying for him and hoped he was okay.

The picture of Joel holding the round brown thing was at his going 
away party; he was quitting so he could work full time at Montgomery 
County Sheriff ’s Department. The brown ring is a donut; they also 
gave him Preparation H, a bag and a nice ink pen set. n

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued
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2013 First Annual 
Arkansas Game Warden Spouse Luncheon

By Rebecca Campora, Sponsored by the Arkansas Wildlife Officer Association 
October 12, 2013 – Waldron, Arkansas 

Photos submitted by Rebecca Campora, logos from website of respective organizations.

October 12, 2013 was the first annual 
Game Warden Spouse luncheon. 

There were around 50 Game Warden 
wives and a total of 75 in attendance. 
Local Law Enforcement Officer spouses 
were also invited and attended.

The key note speaker was Melissa 
Lit t les of The Pol ice Wife Li fe. 
http://www.thepolicewifelife.com/ Each 
spouse received Melissa’s book, “Bullets 
in the Washing Machine” compliments 
of the AWOA and bracelets from Deputy 
Director Jeff Crow and WO David 
Hall’s wife Tessa.

Door prizes were donated by stores, 
both local and state wide. The Arkansas 
Wildlife Officers Association sponsored this 
amazing event.

Vendors such as Premier Jewelry and Thirty 
One were in attendance.

Nikki Talent with Arkansas Wives Behind 
the Badge set up a booth as well. http://www.wivesbehindthebadge.org/

Four local massage therapists donated their talents to offer the 

wives some relaxation and the event was catered by the 
Bread Box of Fort Smith.

There is now a Facebook page for wildlife officer 
spouses only. It is a private group; to be added please 
friend Marcia Fletcher or Rebecca Campora. Then 
send them a message and ask to be added.

Thank You Again AWOA And All Involved - We Loved The 
Luncheon!! n

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

Shhh…Massage and relaxation in progress.
AWOA President Tracey Blake 

talking with Mindy and Jessica.
Centerpiece donated by Margaret 

Anne’s Florist in Waldron.
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What I Have Been Up To
By Rebecca Campora, photos submitted by Rebecca Campora

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA continued

This is both families at the billboard unveiling.

Amie Carpenter and I, along with our kids, released balloons 
on Father’s Day for Cody and Joel. We attached notes to them 

with our addresses. Mine for Joel got stuck in a tree.

Sergeant Glenn Tucker and Captain Greg Rae of A-3 district put me 
and a few other Game Warden wives through a concealed handgun 
class. This is something Joel always wanted me to do. I can proudly 
say I am now a pistol packing momma! My target from qualifying. Joel eating his first and last oyster. Christmas Eve – December 2012.



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  163

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Joel’s home church Salem Baptist 
dedicated their Vacation Bible School to 
Joel. They had a record number of kids 
this year. The last night they invited us 
and presented us with a plaque.Joel’s 
sister Shiela, niece Natalie and mother Lyla 
attended; Lyla couldn’t walk up there for 
the picture. The men are parents of youth 
we taught when we were youth directors 
there. Andy Brown and Kevin Spurgin.

This is a of picture Harley. He is 
almost 12-years-old; we got him 
our last year in college. I never 
thought he would out live Joel.

FAMILY PHOTOS OF JOEL CAMPORA • What I Have Been Up To continued

These are the boys from Joel’s small group at 
church. They came over every Monday night for 
a few months and took out our trash and played 
with the girls. Here Dacie is painting their nails.

Deputy Director Jeff Crow visiting the girls.October 10th was HERO day at 
school; of course I dressed up like 
my most loved Hero. In the past 

it was hero/character day. We 
haven’t called it hero until now; it 
used to be called superhero day.

State Trooper, Mac Davis, brought Beth 
a bag of blue skittles. Then left when 
she got all hyper and it was bed time!



164  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Joel’s Work With Youth
Joel and Becca loved serving God. He had a passion for helping young people and he and 

Becca started working with youth in their Pencil Bluff First Baptist Church. Joel was 
a Youth Leader and Deacon in their church; the First Baptist Church in Waldron. n

First Baptist Church of Waldron Youth Group.
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JOEL’S WORK WITH YOUTH AND HIS CHURCH • Joel’s Work With Youth continued

First Baptist Church of Waldron Youth Group Spring Break in Florida.

Youth leaders from First Baptist Church of Waldron 
during Spring Break in Florida (Hog Wild.)

Joel with Chris Lipham and Brandon Freeman, two other 
youth leaders from the First Baptist Church of Waldron, 

during a Youth Group Spring Break in Florida.

Boys from Joel & Becca’s Youth Group at the 
Pencil Bluff Baptist Church while he was a 
Deputy with Montgomery County Sheriff’s 

Office. They made their plunge into the 
creek at Odes cabin sometime in February.

Boys from Joel & Becca’s Youth Group at the Pencil Bluff Baptist Church 
while he was a Deputy with Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office. They made 

their plunge into the creek at Odes cabin sometime in February.
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JOEL’S WORK WITH YOUTH AND HIS CHURCH • Joel’s Work With Youth continued

Joel put on a Women’s Self Defense class each year for young women 
going off to college and teachers who wanted to learn technique’s to 
defend their self. AGFC Lieutenant Nakia Crims and Arkansas Forestry 

Officer Billy Black assisted Joel in this class held in Waldron.

Surprise birthday party for Joel while at Pencil Bluff 
with the Youth Group helping him celebrate.

Youth Group playing flag football – First Baptist Church of Waldron.

Youth Group playing flag football – First Baptist Church of Waldron. Joel just having fun.
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Another Tribute To 
Joel’s Love For Young People

By Kevin Jolley, originally found on the internet

Joel would take the time for a kid. It was about 8:15 p.m. when 
my son wanted me to call the Scott County Sheriff ’s Department 

thinking he had a record crappie. Joel came out and told my son, 
Cody, this will make you or break you. Do you have a fishing license? 
Cody said yes I do. Joel asked him did you get it with that pole. 
Cody said yes. Did you get it will that lure? Cody said yes. Joel said 
let’s see the fish. So Cody showed him the fish, and Joel said we need 
to get this weighed.

Joel and Cody jumped into Joel’s truck and went to Mansfield 
CVS at 9:18 p.m. and had the Mansfield City Police open it up to 
weigh the fish. The fish was no record fish, it weighted 1.96 lbs. They 
came back to the house and talked a little bit. I told Joel I hoped 
this was not a waste of his time. He told me, “It’s never a waste of 
time when it comes to kids.” Joel you will be missed and we need 
more like you.

Condolences to his family. n

JOEL’S WORK WITH YOUTH AND HIS CHURCH continued
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A Letter of Encouragement
A Letter Joel Wrote To A Student In  

Our Youth Group When He Graduated High School
Submitted by Rebecca Campora

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,  
and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 

— Colossians 3:16 NIV

I have known you for several years now, and I have really enjoyed 
the time of getting to know you. It is hard to believe that it has 

been five years since I first met you in Colorado. I have seen you grow 
from a little kid to a talented young man. I believe that you will one 
day be very successful, because you go after what you want. Keep 
that attitude and know that people are always watching you. In the 
time that I have watched you grow, you have made me very proud. 
You have stuck up for your faith and friends, and you were strong 
when others were weak. I have been asked to give you a little piece of 
encouragement to help you start your new life. It is supposed to be 
over gratitude. I know that you might not think that life will change 
that much, but you are about to start a whole new stage in your life. 
A time where you answer for yourself and won’t have your parents’ 
right there beside you for advice. Yes, this is sometimes a good thing, 
but can be a little scary too. You will make decisions that will not 
only affect you, but everyone around you. You will have to evaluate 
whether you make the right decision, how will it affect tomorrow, 
or how will it affect your friends. I am sure you are wondering what 
this has to do with gratitude. Well it has more than you think.

Gratitude is being grateful for everything that happens. The good, 
the bad, and the ugly. God works in strange ways. I have realized 
that the more we try to understand Him the more lost we get. We do 
not have the ability to comprehend the plans and lessons that God 
has in store for us. God puts us through places that we will need in 

order to make it through events in the future or to help someone in 
the present or future. We tend to look at difficult times in our life 
as a punishment instead of a way to prepare us for what is to come. 
We blame, instead of thank, God for these experiences. I know that 
you have already been through more than most teenagers should ever 
face. Take these experiences with you and use them to help others in 
need. Just keep in mind that whatever you face, give God the glory. 
Know that He has a plan for everything, and He is training you to 
be His servant. Never turn your back on God for He always looks 
out for you. I just want to leave you with a quote that I found that 
sums it up.

“Develop an attitude of gratitude, and give thanks for 
everything that happens to you, knowing that every step 
forward is a step toward achieving something bigger and 

better than your current situation.”

— Brian Tracy quotes

Take care of yourself and keep God first. Never forget where 
you came from and how you were raised (this will be important in 
the long run.) Take care of yourself and know that you are loved by 
a lot of people.

Your Good Friend, Joel n

JOEL’S WORK WITH YOUTH AND HIS CHURCH continued



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  169

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

Prevention Person Of The Year
Scott County Health  

And Education Coalition

WOFC Joel Campora
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

Joel accepting award from Melissa Gassaway with the Scott County Health and Education Coalition.
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A-2 District Officer Of The Year 
Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora

Photos courtesy of AGFC

Each year the AGFC Enforcement Division names the Wildlife 
Officer of the Year from within the 12 enforcement districts in 

the state. Each district votes on their WO of the Year. District A-2 
chose Joel for this award.

The district sends a representative to be on the 12-member 
selection panel for choosing the state level officer. When voting the 
representative will not vote on their own district nominee.

 n

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued
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AGFC 2013 WILDLIFE OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

WO First Class Joel Campora
The Enforcement District Officers nominated for 2013:

A-1-District, Kelli Sanders 
A-2-District, Joel Campora 

A-3-District, Steve Paul 
A-4-District, Ronnie White 
B-1-District, Dennis Leek 
B-2-District, Eric Pratt 

B-3-District, Bobby Lewis 
C-1-District, Shad Pearce 
C-2-District, Brett Ditto 

C-3-District, Randy Rhodes 
C-4-District, Brad Young 

D-1-District, Thomas Kendrick

Editor’s Note: Congratulations to all of you for being nominated. 
If Joel could have been there he would have shook hands with all 
of you; congratulating you and saying, “Great job.” I think he was 
there in spirit and in all our hearts. n

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued

(L-R) Col. Todd Callaway, Shad Pearce, Brett Ditto, Rebecca 
Campora, Dacie Campora, Bethany Campora, Brian Bailey, Randy 

Rhodes, Thomas Kendrick and Major Andy Tackett. Rebecca is 
accepting another plaque for Joel being named the 2013 WO of 

the Year award at the AWOA banquet on August 3, 2013.

(L-R) Dennis Leek, Eric Pratt, Bobby Lewis, Shad Pearce, Col. 
Todd Callaway, Bethany Campora, Rebecca Campora, Dacie 

Campora, Major Andy Tackett and Thomas Kendrick. Rebecca 
is accepting a plaque for Joel being named the 2013 WO of 

the Year award at the AWOA banquet on August 3, 2013.



172  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE OFFICER 1ST CLASS JOEL LEE CAMPORA

 
Southeastern Association Of Fish And Wildlife Agencies

2013 Officer Of The Year 
WOFC Joel Campora

October 15, 2013 in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
By Major Andy Tackett, 

Photos submitted by Major Andy Tackett and Rebecca Campora

Every year each of the SEAFWA seventeen 
member states submit their “Officer of The 

Year,” in a standard submission form, for selection 
of the “SEAFWA Officer of The Year.” At this 
year’s conference, held in Oklahoma City, the 
selection committee named two officers as Officer 
of the Year; Tennessee Wildlife Officer Jonathan 
Lee and Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora 
of Arkansas.

A special tribute to the Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission for their loss and the sacrifice made by 
Joel was given by Ed Carter, Director of Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources and President of the SEAFWA 
Conference. Becca Campora, daughters Dacie and 
Bethany, Director Mike Knoedl, Deputy Director 
Jeff Crow, Colonel Todd Callaway, Major Andy 
Tackett, and Corporal Brian Bailey accepted the 
award on behalf of Joel. n

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued

Dacie and Becca Campora, Major Andy Tackett, Bethany Campora, 
Corporal Brian Bailey, Director Mike Knoedl (behind Becca), 

Colonel Todd Callaway and Deputy Director Jeff Crow.

Bethany and Dacie Campora, Director Mike Knoedl, Colonel 
Todd Callaway, Becca Campora, Major Andy Tackett, 
Deputy Director Jeff Crow and Corporal Brian Bailey.
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AWARDS FOR JOEL • SEAFWA 2013 Officer of the Year Award continued

2013 SEAFWA Wildlife Officer of the Year 
nominees and award presentations.

Bethany, Dacie and Becca Campora, Colonel Todd 
Callaway and Corporal Brian Bailey.

SEAFWA 
2013 OFFICER OF THE YEAR 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

NOMINEE Wildlife Officer 1st Class JOEL CAMPORA 

NAME ON AWARD PLAQUE JOEL L. CAMPORA  

STATE Arkansas Pin Color     SILVER 
  
Teamwork and Public Outreach:  

Officer Campora has been with the Enforcement Division since Oct. 7, 2007. Officer Campora 
was assigned to Scott County, A-2 District.  Officer Campora was instrumental in educating the 
general public and other agencies Law enforcement personnel on AGFC programs and events 
while always keeping a professional and cooperative attitude.  Officer Campora spent many 
hours dedicated to improving his abilities in activities such as driving skills, self-defense tactics 
for officers, and dive team training. His attitude towards training was an inspiration to fellow 
officers. Not only did he seek out training he also committed to spend time away from his family 
to ensure his fellow officers received the best training possible.  He knew that these skills 
obtained during the training classes were important to his ability as an officer and as an instructor 
to pass along to other officers.  He was involved in 12 different community based public 
relations events. This included programs such as instructing Boating Education classes, Hunter’s 
Education classes, and participating in school programs at Waldron High school.  Officer 
Campora assisted at the Outdoor Youth Expo, organized and attended kid’s fishing derbies, 
worked security at the 2012 Southeastern Assoc. of Fish and Wildlife agencies.   He also assisted 
with working boating safety for the public by participating in Operation Dry Water and the Big 
Bass Bonanza on the Arkansas River. In addition to being involved with public relation 
programs, Officer Campora had dedicated time to assisting youth in his community.  Officer 
Campora was a Deacon in his church and served as a youth leader and mentor. Officer Campora 
worked closely with city, county, state and federal law enforcement agencies in Scott County. He 
assisted the U.S. Forest Service conducting deer decoy sets, illegal dump sites, boating, littering 
enforcement, alcohol and drug enforcement and marijuana eradication on National Forest. He 
was instrumental in developing information that assisted the F.B.I. in arrests of individuals 
involved in a large international drug distribution network that was operating within the state. 
Officer Campora also assisted other law enforcement agencies in Scott County such as: the 
Arkansas Forestry Commission conducting investigations into illegal dump sites, the Scott 
County Sheriff’s Office with the rescue of families and school buses caught in flash flood waters, 
marijuana eradication and on numerous occasions provided backed up to county and state 
officers during dangerous incidents. 
Excellence and Innovation:  

 Officer Campora was always seeking ways to improve not only himself but was in a constant 
search to improve the training that all of our officers received.  To obtain this goal, he became an 
instructor in several disciplines so that he could pass on this knowledge to help other officers.  
This sense of wanting to help others can best be demonstrated by Joel’s ultimate and final act of 
Excellence. In response to a 911 call on May 31st, 2013 from some older women whose home 
was about to be swept away by a sudden and catastrophic flood. Officer Campora along with 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter, launched their rescue boat at about 2 A.M. in an attempt to save the 

women.  The flood water was still on the rise but Officer Campora realized that the women 
would die without an attempt to save them.  Mindful of the perilous conditions, but willing to 
make the attempt, Officer Campora demonstrated the finest attributes of a Wildlife Officer by 
attempting what would later be described as impossible. Officer Campora did not have 
impossible in his thoughts but we know he did have the absolute driving need and desire to try to 
help those people who were in immediate danger.  The evidence shows that the rescue attempt 
was successful. We believe Joel had at least one woman in the boat when the house gave way. 
The debris and unconceivable amount of water proved to be too powerful to overcome and all 
four perished. This single heroic act proved Joel’s willingness to go above and beyond the call of 
duty for service and for helping others. Officer Campora was not recovered until June 2, 2013. 
Attitude and Leadership:  

Officer Campora always demonstrated a positive and professional attitude towards the public 
and his co-workers. He always exemplifies that “role model” image by being dependable, fair 
and honest which reflects in his everyday activity, and was demonstrated through his co-
workers, friends and most importantly to him, the youth of the community and in his church.  
Joel was a youth leader who spent time to teach the kids about the outdoors and most 
importantly to Joel, the “do right” rule.  Officer Campora loved to present school programs and 
to teach kids about the ethics of hunting. He took his vacation time to take the church’s youth to 
Florida for a retreat and camping on Lake Ouachita. Other Officers enjoyed working alongside 
him because of his competitive nature and work ethic towards the job, general public and 
knowledge of the outdoors. This is evident in his case load. Officer Campora had as many officer 
violator contacts assisting other officers as he did citations on his own. Officer Campora 
demonstrated integrity and leadership qualities by having the willingness to take on more 
responsibility with assignments, training and to provide knowledge and direction when called 
upon by other officers. 
Achievements and Accomplishments:  
 Officer Campora has shown his dedication to enforce the laws of Arkansas and the willingness 
to assist other officers, agencies, and citizens not only within his assigned area but all over the 
State of Arkansas. Officer Campora devoting 300 hours to training. He instructed officers in OC 
Pepper Spray, Defensive Control Tactics, and Defensive Driving. Officer Campora was 
instrumental in the creation of the enforcement division’s new Officer Combat Survival School. 
He assisted the Dive Team with 11 dive calls which lead to the recovery of 5 drowning victims, 
investigation of 2 boating accidents, and 4 evidence recoveries. He was responsible for two 
felony arrests and four misdemeanor arrests for drug related offenses. His major wildlife cases 
include night hunting, road hunting, wasting edible portions, and multiple Wildlife Management 
Area violations. He developed an outstanding network of concerned citizens who kept him 
informed of violations occurring in Scott County. On May 31, 2013 Arkansas lost a highly 
dedicated Wildlife Officer, the AGFC lost a brother, and his family lost a dedicated father and 
husband. There will be many additional achievements issued posthumously for Joel over the next 
few months.  A few of the accomplishments and achievements currently existing or in the 
paperwork process include: 

•  A-2 District Officer of the Year 
• Arkansas Wildlife Officer of the Year 
• Nominated as Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor 
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North American Wildlife Enforcement Officers Association

Conference 2013 – Held in Boise, 
Idaho – July 14-20, 2013

Honors Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued

Rebecca did not get to attend this conference. She did submit this picture.
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Arkansas Attorney General Law 
Enforcement Summit 

October 9, 2013
Photos courtesy of Rebecca Campora

The Attorney General’s Office hosts a Law Enforcement Summit each year to recognize 
the efforts of the State’s law enforcement community and provide training to police, 

prosecutors and criminal justice personnel.
The 2013 Law Enforcement Summit was held on Wednesday, October 9th, from 8 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Clear Channel Metroplex Event Center, 10800 Col. Glenn Road, 
in Little Rock.

In addition to the Officer of the Year recognitions, McDaniel paid special tribute to 
those Arkansas law enforcement officers who have been killed in the line of duty. They 
were posthumously recognized with special commendations for valor.

The Recipients Of Valor Tributes Were:

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 

Wildlife Officer Joel Campora of Waldron 

Deputy Hans Fifer of the Faulkner County Sheriff ’s Office 

Fifth Judicial District Drug Task Force Director Larry Johnson 

Corporal Terry Johnson of the Sebastian County Sheriff ’s Office 

Officer William Michael McGary of the Conway Police Department

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued

Rebecca accepting Joel’s award from Attorney General Dustin McDaniel 
along with Colonel Todd Callaway, Deputy Director Jeff Crow, 

Darin Farmer (Joel’s brother-in-law) and Lieutenant Nakia Crims. Rebecca accepting Joel’s award from Attorney General Dustin McDaniel.
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AGFC Memorial To 
Wildlife Officer First Class Joel Campora

AGFC Press Release 
Campora Honored For Heroism During Flood / 10/24/2013

LITTLE ROCK – During today’s monthly meeting of the Arkansas 
Game and Fish Commission, Wildlife Officer First Class Joel 

Campora was honored for his heroism during a swift-water rescue 
attempt earlier this summer.

Campora died May 31st, during the rescue attempt in western 
Arkansas. His body was recovered June 2 where flood waters from 
Mill Creek and the Fourche La Fave River also took the lives of Scott 
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and two women.

After a video tribute of Campora’s life, he was posthumously 
awarded the Wildlife Officer of the Year Award from Shikar Safari 
and received special recognition from Lt. Gov. Mark Darr. The 
Greenwood Fire Department presented Campora’s wife Rebecca 
with the American flag that was flown during his funeral in Waldron.

A video tribute to Joel was produced by the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission. Below is the link to view this memorial on 
YouTube. • http://youtu.be/kGtF4usN1zY n

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued

While at the October Commission meeting Bethany and Dacie 
Campora are standing by the Memorial Bench for their Daddy. 
This is on the grounds of the AGFC main office in Little Rock.

Joel’s niece Natalie and nephews Nathan, Travis and 
Drew Farmer at the Memorial Bench for Joel on the 

grounds of the AGFC main office in Little Rock.

Rebecca shown with USFS LEO Paul Jolivette & Corporal Brian Bailey.

Deputy Director Jeff Crow with Bethany and Dacie Campora.
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Public Safety Officer Medal Of Valor
The AGFC Director has nominated Joel for this award but with the Government shutdown  

we may not know anything until after the magazine goes to press.

The Medal of Valor, authorized by the Public Safety Medal of Valor 
Act of 2001, is awarded by the President of the United States 

to public safety officers cited by the Attorney General. Public safety 
officers are nominated by the chiefs or directors of their employing 
agencies and recommended by the Medal of Valor Review Board. 
The Attorney General has designated the department’s Office of 
Justice Programs (OJP) to serve as the federal point of contact for 
the Medal of Valor initiative. OJP’s Bureau of Justice Assistance 
(BJA), led by Director Denise E. O’Donnell, administers the Medal 
of Valor initiative.

“We recognize extraordinary individuals for their quick thinking, 
selflessness and exceptional courage,” said Office of Justice Program 
Acting Assistant Attorney General Mary Lou Leary. “They are law 
enforcement, corrections officers, and firefighters who went beyond 
the call of duty to risk – and in some cases, to give – their lives for 
their fellow citizens and colleagues.”

“The Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor is the highest national 
award for valor awarded to a public safety officer,” said Bureau of 
Justice Assistance Director, Denise E. O’Donnell. “BJA is proud to 
administer a program which serves to recognize the exceptionally 
brave actions of individuals who have given self lessly in order to 
protect citizens and communities throughout our nation.” n

AWARDS FOR JOEL continued
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Cody Don Carpenter
April 26, 1972 - May 31, 2013

Cody Don Carpenter of Waldron, Arkansas 
went to be with his Lord and Savior, Friday, 

May 31, 2013 in Y-City Arkansas. On April 26, 
1972, Don, Lucille and Kandis Carpenter would 
be allowed the privilege to add a true hero to the 
addition of their family and would be allowed 
forty-one wonderful years with him.

Cody grew up in Scott County and attended 
Waldron Public Schools where he would begin 
pee-wee football and continue all the way into 
high school. After graduation he would attend 
Arkansas Valley Vo Tech and receive a degree 
in welding.

On January 28, 1995, Cody would marry 
the love of his life, Amie Beth Billingsley and 
they would have four beautiful children: Garren, 
Christian, Douglas and Irelynn. Cody loved 
his children more than life itself. He was their 
biggest fan and when his job would allow, he 
could be found cheering them on at the ball field, track or gym.

Cody’s true calling started out as a dispatcher for the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office. The 
Lord had bigger plans and Cody went from dispatcher to deputy, chief deputy and finally 
Sheriff. Cody loved his job because he loved people and he was ready at any obstacle thrown 
at him because he knew from the time he became a Christian that the Lord was his strength.

Cody loved life but most of all he loved The Lord, his family and friends. You would 
always be greeted with a smile, handshake and a big hug, because that was Cody’s signature 
mark. He never met a stranger and each person he met whether pauper or president would 
be treated the same.

Cody also had a love for the great outdoors and hunting. When hunting season rolled 
around he would be found on the mountain.

Cody was the Sunday school teacher for Southside Baptist Church kid’s class and he was 
always willing to help at Vacation Bible School or any other church project.

On May 31, 2013 Scott County would never be the same. Responding to a 911 call, 
Cody and Arkansas Game & Fish Wildlife Officer, Joel Campora would attempt to save 
two individuals from flood waters that had entered their home. The Lord had plans for these 
two and this special night he would end their watch and call these heroes home to heaven 
to be with their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Cody will forever be missed by his family and friends, but you see in Christ it is not 
goodbye but see you later.

Cody leaves behind to cherish his memory, wife Amie Carpenter of the home, four 
beautiful children: Garren, Christian, Douglas and Irelynn, his parents, Don Carpenter 
and Lucille (Bates) Carpenter of Waldron, Arkansas, his sister Kandis VanRavensway and 
husband Keith and nephews, Myk, Grant and Weston VanRavensway and one great nephew, 
Kavan all of Waldron, Arkansas. Cody will forever be missed by two aunts: Treva Coffey 
and husband Ralph of Waldron, Arkansas, Robbie Hurst and Marie McLaughlin both of 

continued on 179
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Ozark, Arkansas as well as two uncles: Scotty Bates of Fort Smith, 
Arkansas and Bo Bates of Houston, Texas. Cody is also survived by 
father-in-law and mother-in-law Kenneth and Terrie Billingsley of 
Gravelly, Arkansas, three brother-in-laws: Kenny, Mitch and Chris 
Billingsley. Cody will be missed by all that knew him and the many 
whose lives were impacted by him including a host of cousins, friends 
and loved ones who loved him dearly.

Cody is preceded in death by maternal grandparents, Gene and 
Edith Bates, paternal grandparents, Douglas and Jettie Carpenter, 
one Uncle Tommy Bates and one Aunt Jacque Mann.

Cody’s life celebration will be 1:00 p.m., Wednesday, June 5, 2013 
at the Waldron High School Football Stadium with Brother Larry 
Free and Brother George McCraw officiating. Interment will follow 
in the Freedom Cemetery near Waldron, Arkansas. Arrangements 
are being entrusted to the Heritage Memorial Funeral Home & 
Crematory in Waldron, Arkansas.

Cody’s pallbearers will be Garren Carpenter, Douglas Carpenter, 

Terry Staggs, D. J. Piles, Myk VanRavensway, Tim Coffey, Gary 
Bates and Grant VanRavensway. Honorary pallbearers will be Scott 
Co. Sheriff ’s Dept., Waldron Police Dept., U.S. Marshal Service, 
Arkansas Sheriff ’s Association, Arkansas State Police, Arkansas 
Highway Patrol, Arkansas Game & Fish Wildlife Officers, 15th 
Judicial Task Force, Judicial Prosecuting Attorney, Waldron 
Masonic Lodge #31, Southside Baptist Church, Arkansas Forestry 
Commission Law Enforcement Officers and U.S. Forest Service Law 
Enforcement Officers.

Cody’s visitation will be Tuesday, June 4, 2013 from 8:00 a.m. 
until 9:00 p.m. at the Heritage Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron, 
Arkansas.

In lieu of f lowers, a memorial fund has been set up by the 
Southside Baptist Church. Please send contributions to Cody 
Carpenter Memorial Fund, c/o Alisha Cabe, P.O. Box 254, Waldron, 
AR 72958. Contributions may also be made at First National Bank 
or Chambers Bank in Waldron. n

OBITUARY FOR SHERIFF CODY CARPENTER continued
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State Officials 
Comment on Death of 
Scott County Sheriff

By KARK 4 News©, Used with Permission, 2013,  
Updated: May 31, 2013

LITTLE ROCK, AR — State officials are commenting on the death of Scott County 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter, who was killed in raging flood waters early Friday morning.

Attorney General Dustin McDaniel 
issued the following statement today:

“Sheriff Carpenter was a personal friend to 
me and other law enforcement agents on my staff. 
We are deeply saddened by his death. The sheriff 
demonstrated his professionalism, courtesy and 
dedication to the people of Scott County every day. 
I will always be grateful for his heroism, service and 
extraordinary sense of duty to his fellow man. By 
their actions, the sheriff and Officer Joel Campora 
served as examples of what law enforcement officers 
should be.

“It is my earnest hope for a safe rescue of Officer 
Campora and other victims of this tragedy. My 
prayers are with the families of those killed or 
injured by the flooding.”

Governor Mike Beebe’s office sent 
out the following tweet on Friday:

“Governor Beebe has spoken with Sheriff Carpenter’s wife, sharing with her the grief, thoughts 
and prayers Arkansans express for her loss.” n
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McDaniel Remembers 
Sheriff Killed In Floodwaters

Posted: May 31, 2013 4:03 PM CDT 
ABC 7/KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 

Posted: May 31, 2013 4:03 p.m. / Copyright 2013 The Associated Press.

LITTLE ROCK (AP) – People across the 
state are honoring a west Arkansas sheriff 

who died while trying to rescue residents from 
rising floodwaters.

Attorney General Dustin McDaniel says 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter was a personal friend 
and that he’s “deeply saddened” by the death. 
McDaniel says the sheriff demonstrated 
professionalism, courtesy and dedication to 
Scott County residents every day.

He says Carpenter and wildlife officer Joel 
Campora, who remains missing, are examples 
of what law enforcement officers should be.

Other leaders in the state, including Gov. 
Mike Beebe, Secretary of State Mark Martin 
and U.S. Rep. Tom Cotton, also expressed 
their condolences. n

Scott County Sheriff Found Dead 
During Severe Flooding

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 9:23 a.m., May 31, 2013, by Alicia Agent, Katie Kormann and Meredith Baldwin,  

updated on: 11:29 a.m., June 1, 2013

The search for Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and Fish Warden 
concluded after river boats pulled onto shore.

The body of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter was found around 
8 a.m., Friday (May 31) after a major flooding event in Scott County, 
according to Arkansas Game and Fish spokesman Keith Stephens.

Law enforcement officials and volunteers with the Red Cross in 
Arkansas lined the road as Carpenter’s body was escorted back from 
where he was found.

Joel Campora, an Arkansas Game and Fish game warden is 
still missing.

Officials believe Campora and Sheriff Carpenter were working 
together on rescue efforts at a home off Highway 71 as storms moved 
in overnight.

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

continued on 182 PHOTO COURTESY RED CROSS ARKANSAS TWITTER
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“As they approached the residence, they noticed that flooding 
waters were rising rapidly and other deputies on scene heard 
a loud crash,” Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck, whose 
office is helping with the efforts, said Friday afternoon during 
a news conference.

Hollenbeck said the house imploded due to rising flood waters 
in Mill Creek. Carpenter’s body was found a mile downstream from 
a home where they received a 911 call.

“He was the best sheriff I’ve ever seen and that’s as far as I’ll go,” 
said Scott County Judge James Forbes.

The boat the two men used was found with all of its contents. 
The two women who were in the home that Sheriff Carpenter and 
Campora attempted to respond to are unaccounted for.

State Rep. Terry Rice, R-Ark., who’s known the sheriff ’s family 
for many years, says the Sheriff Carpenter was always eager to reach 
out to people their time of need.

“He wasn’t satisfied behind the desk, and that was Cody,” Rice 
said. “He’s hands on, and that’s what he was 
doing in the early morning hours this morning 
is trying to help people.”

U.S. Senator John Boozman, R-Ark., issued 
the following statement on the sheriff ’s passing: 
“Sheriff Carpenter, a dedicated public servant, 
gave his life trying to save those trapped by the 
terrible flooding in Western Arkansas. A leader 
who was never content sitting behind a desk, 
Sheriff Carpenter bravely put the safety of others 
before his own to protect those in harm’s way. 
My thoughts and prayers go out to his family 
and the community during this difficult time. 
We continue to pray for those missing as a result 
of the f looding. Please keep them and their 
families in your thoughts and prayers.”

Flags were lowered to half-staff in Waldron as 
the community mourned the loss of the sheriff.

Hollenbeck said Friday during an afternoon news conference 
that the body of one woman was found in her car. She has not 
been identified.

Lt. Col. Keith Moore with the Arkansas National Guard said 
a Blackhawk helicopter was deployed around 8 a.m. from Robinson 
Air Force Base in North Little Rock to Scott County to assist in the 
rescue mission.

More than 200 officers from Sebastian County Search and Rescue, 
Logan County, the Arkansas National Guard and Arkansas Game 
assisted in the search.

Friday evening, Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 
Department officials announced Highway 28 is closed to traffic 
from Parks to the Yell County line. Highways 270 and 71 were 
reopened to traffic near Y City earlier that afternoon.

Arkansas Governor Mike Beebe declared Cross, Montgomery, 
Poinsett, Polk, Scott and Van Buren Counties state disaster areas due 
to damage caused by tornadoes, strong storms and flooding Friday. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Scott County Sheriff Found Dead continued

Scott County from Meredith Baldwin to 5News. Black Hawk-Scott County-Meredith Baldwin to 5News.

Y City from Kaitlin Kluck to 5News.Waldron from Brandie Watkins to 5News.
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Scott County Sheriff Put Others First
Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 

Posted: 5:05 a.m., June 1, 2013 
By Stacy Ryburn, sryburn@swtimes.com

Those who knew Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
remembered him as a man dedicated to duty who treated 

everyone he met with the utmost respect.
Carpenter, who was 40 at the time of his re-election for a fifth 

term in November 2012, lived in Waldron his entire life. He first 
became sheriff in 2004, and served in the department since 1996.

On Friday, Carpenter’s body was found about a mile downstream 
of Fourche LaFave River after he and Arkansas Game and Fish 
Commission wildlife officer Joel Campora responded to a 911 call 
at a residence where two women lived near Y City as floods devastated 
the area.

Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck said he knew Carpenter 
for at least 15 years, stemming from Hollenbeck’s days as a Criminal 
Investigation Division supervisor. He said he worked with Carpenter 
on numerous occasions working drug cases.

“When I first became sheriff, he was one of the first sheriffs who 
really reached out to me and, in a way, took me under his wing,” 
Hollenbeck said.

Not only was Carpenter a good sheriff, Hollenbeck said, but he 
was an outstanding detective.

Carpenter was a great teacher, outlining potential mistakes 
a sheriff could make, and provided advice that Hollenbeck held 
close to his heart, he said.

“He knew how to speak to people,” Hollenbeck said. “He treated 
people with so much respect.”

Scott County Judge James Forbes described Carpenter as “The 
best sheriff I’ve ever seen,” at a Friday news conference near Y City.

Vestal Hutchens, 63, serves as a deacon at Southside Baptist 
Church in Waldron where Carpenter attended since he was a child. 
He said he knew Carpenter his entire life.

Hutchens said the church’s pastor called him about 6 a.m. Friday 
to tell him Carpenter had been missing since 3 a.m., that morning, 
and was found dead about 8 a.m..

“I burst into tears and went into praying,” Hutchens said. 
“We came into town when we heard Cody had been found and 
not survived.”

In a news release, U.S. Sen. John Boozman, R-Ark., described 
Carpenter as a dedicated public servant who gave his life trying to 
save those trapped in the terrible floods.

“A leader who was never content sitting behind a desk, Sheriff 
Carpenter bravely put the safety of others before his own to protect 
those in harm’s way,” Boozman stated. “My thoughts and prayers 
go out to his family and the community during this difficult time.”

U.S. Rep. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., also commended Carpenter for 
his dedication to duty.

“I am deeply saddened to hear about the death of Scott County 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter, and I join Arkansans across the state in 
expressing my deepest condolences to his loved ones,” Cotton stated. 
“As we mourn his loss, we also honor his sacrifice and bravery.”

Arkansas Attorney General Dustin McDaniel said Carpenter was 
a personal friend to him and other law enforcement agents on his staff.

“The sheriff demonstrated his professionalism, courtesy and 
dedication to the people of Scott County every day,” McDaniel stated. 
“I will always be grateful for his heroism, service and extraordinary 
sense of duty to his fellow man.”

Carpenter left behind his wife, Amie, and four children, Garren, 
Christian, Douglas and Irelynn. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued
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Local Sheriffs Respond to 
Scott County Sheriff’s Death

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 11:03 a.m., June 5, 2013, by Christine Whitten

Wednesday afternoon, a fallen sheriff will be laid to rest after he 
was killed in the line of duty.

Local sheriff ’s will get the closure they are needing, as Scott 
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter will be buried in Waldron.

A funeral service for Sheriff Carpenter is set for 1 p.m., at the 
Waldron High School football field.

Hundreds of local law enforcement, friends and family members 
will be there honoring the life of Sheriff Carpenter.

Carpenter died alongside Wildlife Officer Joel Campora while 
the two were trying to save two women from severe flooding early 
Friday morning.

All four of their bodies were later recovered.
Benton County Sheriff Kelley Cradduck and Washington County 

Sheriff Tim Helder expressed their sadness at the loss of a man they 
called their friend.

“He died doing the very thing that he swore he would do, 
which is protect and serve. It was tragic, and the law enforcement 
community suffered a great loss because of it. He has honored every 
law enforcement officer in the country with his actions,” Sheriff 
Cradduck said.

Washington County Sheriff Tim Helder said Carpenter was brave.
“We’re always going to put others in front of ourselves. We’re 

always going to sacrifice our own comfort for somebody else’s. 
Fortunately this doesn’t happen a lot, but it has happened over this 
weekend, Cody didn’t survive that decision. That wouldn’t have 
changed his decision. He was going to do whatever it took to try 
and get those ladies out of that trailer.”

Governor Mike Beebe has ordered Arkansas state flags to fly 
at half staff to honor Sheriff Carpenter and honor wildlife officer 
Joel Campora. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

State Flags Half-Staff, Waldron City 
Offices Closing For Carpenter

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
Times Record Newspaper - Online / Ft. Smith, AR 

By Times Record Staff

Governor Mike Beebe has ordered state flags to be flown at half-
staff to honor Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter.

Carpenter, 41, was among five people who died during f lash 
flooding Friday near Y City. He and Arkansas Game and Fish wildlife 
officer Joel Campora, 32, died while trying to save two women from 
flash floods.

The two women, Kay Shearn and Vivian Reimer, also were killed. 
A third woman identified Tuesday as Cathy Ann Holder, 41, of 
Dallas also died Friday after she got out of her car on U.S. 71 and 
floodwaters swept her underneath the vehicle.

Waldron City Hall will close at noon Wednesday for 
Carpenter’s funeral and will reopen Thursday, according to a news 

release. Carpenter’s funeral will be 1 p.m., Wednesday at the Waldron 
High School football stadium.

The City Hall also will close at noon Friday for the funeral of 
Campora and will reopen Monday, the release states.

Beebe said Arkansans owe Carpenter a debt of gratitude for his 
bravery and heroism. n
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Governor Beebe: 

Flags To Fly At Half-Staff For Sheriff
ABC 7 / KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 

Posted: Jun 04, 2013 4:27 p.m. CDT

LITTLE ROCK (AP) - Gov. Mike Beebe is ordering Arkansas 
flags to be flown at half-staff to honor a sheriff who died while 

attempting a water rescue during flash flooding last week.
Beebe said Tuesday that flags will be flown at half-staff Wednesday 

to honor Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter of Waldron.
Carpenter died alongside Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife 

Officer Joel Campora on Friday while trying to save two women 
from flash floods.

Carpenter was 41. He is survived by a wife and four children.
The governor says Arkansans owe Carpenter a debt of gratitude 

for his bravery and heroism. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Funeral Set For Scott County 
Sheriff Killed In Floods

ABC 7 / KATV, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted: Jun 03, 2013 7:50 a.m. CDT / Updated: Jun 06, 2013 2:49 p.m. CDT

WALDRON, Ark. (AP) – A memorial is set for Wednesday for 
Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, who died while trying 

to rescue two women from rising floodwaters.
The memorial will be held at 1 p.m., Wednesday at the Waldron 

High School football field.
According to his obituary, Carpenter began his career as 

a dispatcher with the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office before working 
his way up to the sheriff ’s position. The obituary says Carpenter 
was a man of deep faith who cherished time spent with his family.

Carpenter, who was 41, leaves behind a wife and four children. 
He died alongside Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel 
Campora on Friday while trying to save two women from flash floods.

A visitation is planned for all day Tuesday at Heritage Memorial 
Funeral Home in Waldron. n
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Funerals Set For 2 Killed In Flood Rescues
Arkansas Online© / Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Used with Permission, 2013 

Published June 5, 2013 at 12:45 a.m. / By Dave Hughes

Two Scott County law officers who died trying to save two women 
from raging floodwaters Friday will be remembered in funeral 

services today and Friday at Waldron High School.
The funeral for Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter is scheduled 

for 1 p.m., today on the high school football field. The funeral for 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife Officer 1st Class Joel 
Campora will be at 1 p.m. Friday also at the high school.

The two men died Friday when the Y City home where they 
were trying to rescue the two women collapsed from the force of the 
rising floodwaters of Mill Creek. Carpenter’s body was found Friday 
morning, and Campora’s was found Sunday.

The flooding of Mill Creek, the Fourche LaFave River and other 
streams in the area was caused by heavy rainfall Thursday night 
and Friday. The storm system also spawned flooding and at least 14 
tornadoes in other parts of the state.

Carpenter and Campora had boarded a boat and motored through 
the rising turbulent waters to reach the home after the stranded 
women called the sheriff ’s office for help. The two women, who also 
died in the flood, were identified as Regina K. Shearn, 60, and Vivian 
Sue Reimer, 65. Their bodies also have been recovered.

A fifth person, Cathy Holder, 42, of Texas, died in the flooding 
when the car in which she and her husband were traveling was swept 
off U.S. 71 at Y City. The husband, whose name was not released, 
clung to the creek bank for hours before being rescued.

Carpenter, 41, of Waldron, who had worked in the sheriff ’s office 
since the mid-1990s, was serving his fifth term as Scott County 
sheriff. He also served six years on the Quorum Court. Among his 
survivors are his wife, Amie, and four children.

Campora, 32, also of Waldron, was a wildlife officer with the 
Game and Fish Commission for seven years and was assigned to 
the Scott County area. He is survived by, among others, his wife, 
Rebecca, and two daughters.

The flooding that killed the five also took its toll on property. 
Many homes in the Y City, Boles and Parks area of southern Scott 
County were destroyed or damaged.

County Judge James Forbes said Monday that several county 
roads and bridges were washed out by the flooding.

The approaches to three bridges on Arkansas 28 running east from 
U.S. 71 were washed out, isolating several residents who live along 
the highway. Joe Shipman, Arkansas Highway and Transportation 
Department district engineer, said Tuesday that crews from 
throughout District 4 of western Arkansas worked all weekend to 
reopen the bridges.

The bridges were over the Little Cedar Creek about 10 miles east 
of U.S. 71, over the Big Cedar Creek 12 miles east of the highway 

and over the Fourche LaFave River 16.5 miles east of the highway 
near the Harvey community, Shipman said.

He said 14 state dump trucks and 10 or more hired from private 
companies hauled rock from quarries in the Jenny Lind community 
in Sebastian County and at Danville to fill in the breaches. Crews 
then hauled old asphalt stored at Ozark to make temporary driving 
surfaces until a permanent asphalt surface is applied.

He said the rock alone cost nearly $70,000. He didn’t have an 
estimate on the cost of fuel and labor.

Meanwhile, a survey team from the National Weather Service 
in North Little Rock assessed damage in Saline and Montgomery 
counties Tuesday and confirmed that two more tornadoes touched 
down in the state during the storms. Twelve had been confirmed as 
of Monday.

Warning coordinator John Robinson said one tornado cut a 
3.2-mile-long path west of Norman in southern Montgomery 
County. The twister, with wind speeds of 90-100 mph, toppled trees 
and damaged a hay barn.

Another tornado took the roof off a church near Paron in northern 
Saline County, Robinson said. The tornado was rated an EF1 with 
wind speeds of 90-100 mph. Several homes also were damaged, 
Robinson said.

Three tornadoes also were reported in Polk County; two each in 
Monroe, Montgomery and Garland counties; and twisters in Grant, 
Pike and Pulaski counties.

The 14 confirmed tornadoes that hit Thursday evening and early 
Friday nearly doubled the number of tornadoes in the state for the 
year. Robinson said there have now been 29 confirmed tornadoes 
this year. The state averages 33 tornadoes a year, he said.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency is to send a team 
from its Region 6 office in Denton, Texas, to Arkansas on Thursday 
to begin preliminary damage assessments from the storms, Arkansas 
Department of Emergency Management spokesman Tommy Jackson 
said Tuesday.

He said the FEMA team and state Department of Emergency 
Management will tour the six counties where Gov. Mike Beebe - along 
with county and local officials - declared state disaster areas Friday.

The counties are Cross, Montgomery, Poinsett, Polk, Scott and 
Van Buren, according to the governor’s office.

Jackson said once the FEMA team makes its assessments, it will 
turn the information over to the governor, who will decide for which 
counties he will seek federal disaster aid.

The team will assess the damage to public assets as well as private 
property, he said. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued
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Service Honors Heroism of Fallen 
Scott County Sheriff

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission. 
Posted: 8:07 p.m. – June 05, 2013 — Updated: 10:32 a.m. – June 21, 2013 
By Hicham Raache – hraache@swtimes.com / Photos by Rachel Rodemann

WALDRON — Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter, among five killed Friday 

during a flash flood, was honored at a memorial 
service Wednesday for his valor, courage and 
ultimate sacrifice.

Seemingly all of Scott County was on hand 
to honor the man who had served and protected 
its citizens since 1996 when he joined the Scott 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

More than 2,000 men, women and children 
filled the bleachers of Waldron High School 
Football Stadium. On the field stood a stage 
from which Brother Larry Free officiated the 
service. Carpenter’s family, closest friends and 
fellow law enforcement officers from near 
and far filled dozens of rows of chairs neatly 
assembled around the stage.

Wednesday morning, the skies in Waldron 
were gray with gloom and full of rain. But 
when Carpenter’s service began at 1 p.m., the 
rain stopped.

“We assemble at this place at this time to … celebrate Brother 
Cody,” said Brother George McGraw, who knew Carpenter from the 
time he was young. “Brother Cody will be remembered as a blessing, 

Brother Cody will be missed, and Brother Cody will not be replaced.”
Carpenter, born April 26, 1972, lived in Waldron throughout 

his life. Carpenter began in the Sheriff ’s Office as a dispatcher and 
rose through the ranks, becoming a deputy, then chief deputy and 

finally sheriff in 2004.
When heavy rain fell last Thursday, the 

Fourche LaFave River rose and floodwaters 
swept through Y City. In this f lood, 
Carpenter made his ultimate sacrifice.

As emergency responders worked early 
Friday, deputies heard a loud crash, which 
they initially believed to be the sound of 
a bridge collapsing. However, it was soon 
learned that the residence of 65-year-
old Vivian Sue Reimer and 60-year-old 
Regina Kay Shearn had imploded.

Carpenter and Arkansas Game and 
Fish Commission wildlife officer 1st Class 
Joel Campora learned of the implosion 

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued
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Scott County Sheriff’s Deputies DJ Piles, front left, and Terry Staggs join Carpenter 
family members as pallbearers at the funeral for Scott County Sheriff Cody 

Carpenter on Wednesday, June 5, 2013, at the Waldron High School football field. 
Carpenter died Friday while trying to save two women during a flash flood.

A large crowd is gathered at the funeral for Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter on  
Wednesday, June 5, 2013, at the Waldron High School football field.  

Carpenter died Friday while trying to save two women during a flash flood.
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and became fearful that Reimer and Shearn were in danger. The 
two reached the imploded residence by boat. As they attempted to 
rescue the two women, Carpenter and Campora were overtaken by 
the rushing floodwater.

Carpenter, Campora, Reimer and Shearn all perished in the flood. 
Cathy Ann Holder, 41, of Dallas also died during the flood.

Carpenter was eulogized for his legacy of courage and dedication 
to serving the well-being of others.

“He wanted to be a good sheriff, do things right for the people 
of Scott County and be honest and upright in everything he did as 
sheriff,” U.S. Marshal Michael Oglesby said after the service.

Before becoming a U.S. marshal, Oglesby served 22 years 
as the sheriff of Polk County. “When Sheriff Carpenter got 
elected in Scott County, we became close,” Oglesby said.

Carpenter kept himself on the frontlines of law 
enforcement, Oglesby noted.

“Cody was not the kind of sheriff who was going to ask 
his deputies to do something he wouldn’t do,” Oglesby said. 
“If it was something dangerous, he would do it himself.”

Scores of law enforcement officers from throughout the 
state attended the service.

“He was a super, super nice guy, and all he wanted to do 
was help people,” Dallas County Sheriff Donny Ford said.

LeFlore County Sheriff Rob Seale said Carpenter reached 
out to him after he was elected in November 2012.

“(Sheriff Carpenter) always exuded the air of a professional 
who cared about his job, about his family and about God,” 
Seale said. “He was dedicated to the citizens of his county, he 
put them first, and he gave his life to save other people’s lives.”

Carpenter was being true to his personal and professional 
code when he attempted to rescue Reimer and Shearn, 
according to Oglesby.

“He couldn’t live with himself knowing he didn’t try to save these 
people,” Oglesby said.

Seale said the calling of a sheriff is to save lives, and Carpenter 
“lived up to that calling.”

Vera Hughes, a retired teacher for Waldron Public Schools, 
attended the service to honor Carpenter, her former first-grade pupil.

“He was just a precious child, and he was a wonderful and caring 
person,” Hughes said.

Louise Nelson of Waldron said she also knew Carpenter since he 
was a child. “He was just a wonderful man,” Nelson said. “He was 
very dedicated and loved what he did.”

Carpenter’s brother-in-law Keith VanRavensway spoke during the 
service and said he watched Carpenter mature from a rambunctious 
youth into a man with a purpose to serve God and do right by others.

He said, ‘I’m tired of living this way. I want to change my life, start 
going to church and living for my family,’ VanRavensway recalled. 
“I watched that and it made me decide I need to do the same thing.”

McGraw said it is his prayer that he and all who knew Carpenter 
hold onto and cherish the “sweet memories” they shared.

“And that we will not despair the times hence forth that will not 
be,” he concluded.

Carpenter is survived by his wife, Amie; four children, Garren, 
Christian, Douglas and Irelynn; his parents, Don and Lucille 
Carpenter; his sister, Kandis VanRavensway; and numerous other 
family members.

During the service, Carpenter’s son Douglas stood upon the stage 
and read aloud verses from Carpenter’s favorite poem.

“Live your life, perfect your life, life is beautiful … When it comes 
your time to die, be not like those whose hearts are filled with fear 
of death … Sing your death song and die like a hero coming home.”
 n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Service Honors Heroism of Fallen Scott County Sheriff continued

Fort Smith Police Chief Kevin Lindsey salutes as pallbearers pass during 
the funeral for Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2013, at the Waldron High School football field. Carpenter 
died Friday while trying to save two women during a flash flood.

Douglas Carpenter, son of Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 
hugs Scott County Chief Deputy Terry Staggs at Cody Carpenter’s 

funeral Wednesday at the Waldron High School football field.
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1,000 Mourn Sheriff Who Gave All
Arkansas Online©/Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Used with Permission, 2013 

By Dave Hughes

WALDRON - Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, who died 
in the line of duty a week ago, was remembered Wednesday 

as a peace officer, family man and a protector of the community.
“Cody Carpenter will be remembered as a blessing. He will be 

missed and he will not be replaced in his family, his community or 
among his fellow law enforcement officers,” longtime friend the Rev. 
George McGraw said during Carpenter’s funeral.

More than 1,000 people filled the football stadium bleachers 
Wednesday afternoon, and approximately 300 law-enforcement 
officers from around the state attended to pay tribute to the five 
term sheriff.

Carpenter, 41, and Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife 
Officer 1st Class Joel Campora, 32, died a week ago while trying to 
save two women from the floodwaters that destroyed their home in 
Y City on the banks of Mill Creek.

Carpenter, Campora and the two women were swept away when 
the women’s home collapsed. All four died, as well as two others.

“He died doing what sheriffs do best, helping others,” Arkansas 
Sheriffs’ Association Executive Director Ronnie Baldwin said during 
the service.

Carpenter was born on April 26, 1972, grew up in Waldron and 
joined the sheriff ’s office in 1996.

In addition to serving five terms as sheriff, he served six years on 
the Scott County Quorum Court. n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Doug Carpenter, son of Scott County Sheriff Cody Don Carpenter, 
speaks about his father Wednesday afternoon during the Sheriff’s 

funeral at Waldron High School in Waldron. Sheriff Carpenter died May 
31st, 2013, while he and Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel 

Campora attempted to rescue two people from their home after getting 
caught in a flash flood after heavy rains. (Photo by Michael Woods.)
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Widow To Complete Term 
Of Sheriff Killed In Flood

Arkansas Online©/Arkansas Democrat Gazette, Used with Permission, 2013 
By Dave Hughes; published June 19, 2013 at 12:06 a.m.

WALDRON – Amie Carpenter 
was sworn in as Scott County 

sheriff Tuesday, succeeding her 
husband who died May 31 when he 
and a wildlife officer tried to save two 
women from rising flood waters.

Amie Carpenter, 35, will serve 
out Cody Carpenter’s two-year term, 
which expires on Dec. 31, 2014. As 
an appointed successor, she cannot 
seek election to the position after the 
term expires, according to state law.

The position pays $35,514 a year, 
according to the Scott County 
clerk’s office.

Circuit Judge Elizabeth Danielson 
delivered the oath to Amie Carpenter 
on Tuesday evening while deputies, 
family members and about 15 others 
looked on.

Afterward, Carpenter said she was 
nervous and uncertain about what lay 
before her in her new job.

She doesn’t  have any law 
enforcement experience but said 
of her life with her husband: “Law 
enforcement has been our lives for the 
last 17 years. You carry it home with you.”

She said she knew his hopes and dreams and wanted to carry 
through with plans he had for his fifth term in office, which began 
in January.

Carpenter said she doesn’t think it will take long to get acquainted 
with the job, noting the department’s staff will help ease her into 
the office.

“We’re all pretty much a family over there. These guys have been 
by our side since the start of it,” she said. “I have no doubt that they 
are going to make this as easy as possible.”

The Scott County Quorum Court passed a resolution 8-0 
Monday night appointing Amie Carpenter to the sheriff ’s position 
after emerging from a 20-minute executive session. Quorum Court 
member Jim Wilcox was not present for Monday’s meeting.

“I think it was the right decision,” Chief Deputy Terry Staggs 
said after Monday’s meeting. “I’m proud of the Quorum Court for 
doing that.”

He said Amie Carpenter was aware of the rumors circulating about 
her possible appointment but didn’t know the Quorum Court would 
name her to the position Monday night.

Asked about any previous experience she had in law enforcement, 
Staggs said, “As the wife of a law enforcement officer since 1995, that 
gives her a lot of experience.”

There’s no legal requirements to hold the office of sheriff other 
than being a qualified voter in the county, according to the Arkansas 
County Sheriff ’s Procedure Manual compiled by the Association of 
Arkansas Counties.

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES continued

Circuit Judge Elizabeth Danielson administers the oath of office Tuesday in Waldron to 
new Scott County Sheriff Amie Carpenter (center) in the presence of deputies and her 

children Irelynn (from left), Christian and Douglas. (Photo By Dave Hughes)

continued on 191
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“There’s no statute or constitutional requirement a person has 
to have law enforcement experience. They often do,” said Ronnie 
Baldwin, executive director of the Arkansas Sheriffs Association.

Amie Carpenter will have an experienced staff of law enforcement 
officers and a number of other resources in the state that she can tap 
if it becomes necessary, he said.

In addition to overseeing law enforcement in the county, the 
sheriff oversees operation of the county jail and serves as the chief 
enforcement officer of the courts, executing summonses, enforcing 
judgments, and making arrests from warrants, according to the 
procedure manual. The sheriff in Scott County also is the county 
tax collector.

Baldwin said it’s common in Arkansas and other states for wives 
to succeed their husbands in office in cases of death.

He cited Judy King in Cleveland County whom the Quorum 
Court appointed in 2011 to fill out the term of her husband, 
longtime Sheriff Joe Paul King, who died after 35 years in office 
from a brain tumor.

He also recalled the wife of a sheriff in his home county, Cross 
County, being named to succeed her husband after his death in 
the 1950s.

One of the latest examples was in February when the Franklin 
County Quorum Court appointed Janet Powell to serve out the term 

of longtime County Judge Joe Powell who resigned to resolve an 
issue with his deferred retirement in the Arkansas Public Employee 
Retirement System.

Carpenter, 41, and Arkansas Game and Fish Commission Wildlife 
Officer 1st Class Joel Campora, 32, responded to a call for help early 
on May 31 from two women, Regina K. Shearn, 60, and Vivian Sue 
Reimer, 65. Their Y City home on Mill Creek in south Scott County 
was being engulfed by a flash flood after heavy rain that fell that 
night and the previous day.

The two men jumped into a boat in the raging waters to reach 
the women’s home. They were inside when the force of the water 
collapsed the structure, sweeping away all four.

Hundreds of law enforcement officers, medical personnel, and 
search and rescue teams from agencies throughout the area joined the 
search for the four missing people and for 41-year-old Cathy Holder 
of Texas, who was swept off U.S. 71 by the fast flowing waters at 
Y City late on May 30 or early May 31.

Carpenter’s body was found that morning, but it wasn’t until two 
days later that all of the victims were recovered.

The separate funerals for Carpenter June 5 and for Campora 
June 7 packed the Waldron High School football stadium and drew 
fellow officers and officials from around the state.

 n

NEWS MEDIA ARTICLES • Widow To Complete Term Of Sheriff Killed In Flood continued

Memorial Service Held for 
Sheriff Killed in Flood

KFSM / KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 1:17 p.m., June 5, 2013, by Meredith Baldwin, updated on: 05:23 p.m., June 5, 2013

A memorial ceremony was held Wednesday (June 5) for Scott 
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter who died last week during 

a swift water rescue attempt.
Hundreds of law enforcement officers from across the state and 

many from the community gathered at the Waldron High School 
Football Field to mourn the loss. The ceremony began at 1 p.m.

“Law enforcement in general has a bond,” said Ronny Baldwin, 
president of the Arkansas Sheriff ’s Association. “But the sheriffs 
have a brotherhood so to speak and it’s just we lost one of our own. 
A major part of our own and it’s just really tough.”

The 41-year-old sheriff leaves behind a wife and four children.
Carpenter was set to be the next president of the Arkansas 

Sheriff ’s Association. He was selected by his peers.

“He was a great guy,” said Bill Gilkey, Yell County Sheriff. “He 
took his oath as sheriff seriously. He represented his people well. He 
was always concerned about the people of Scott County. He was just 
the definition of a sheriff.”

Carpenter died along with Arkansas Game & Fish Officer Joel 
Campora May 31 while attempting to rescue two women from rising 
f lood waters. The bodies of the two women, Vivian Reimer and 
Regina “Kay” Shearn, were recovered over the weekend.

“It’s very tough. Everyone’s still in shock,” said Franklin County 
Sheriff Anthony Boen. “And you know it was just such a tragic 
accident. It’s very tough on everyone.”

A funeral service for 32-year-old Campora will be held at the same 
football field at 1p.m. Friday (June 7). n
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TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS COME – GREETINGS: 

 

WHEREAS: Scott County Sheriff Cody Don Carpenter, born in Waldron, Arkansas, on 
April 26, 1972, was a dedicated and courageous Arkansas law-
enforcement officer, was deeply loved by his family and many friends, 
and died on May 31, 2013, while serving in the line of duty in Scott 
County; and 

 
WHEREAS: Cody was the beloved son of Lucille and Don Carpenter, the loving 

husband of Amie Carpenter, the proud father of Garren, Christian, 
Douglas, and Irelynn Carpenter, and the devoted brother of Kandis 
VanRavensway, all of Waldron, as well as a special friend to scores of 
people from across the region; and 

 
WHEREAS: Sheriff Carpenter was always the consummate professional and dedicated 

public servant, proud of the vital role he played in protecting others in his 
community; and 

 
WHEREAS: He was also a devoted friend to those who served with him; a family man 

who actively participated in his children’s activities; and a man of great faith 
volunteering in church whenever the need arose; and  

 
WHEREAS: Sheriff Carpenter exempli�ed the �nest traits of Arkansas’s law-

enforcement community: loyalty, bravery, and a selfless devotion to duty.  
One of his last acts was a courageous attempt to save two individuals from 
flood waters that had entered their home; and 

 
WHEREAS: All Arkansans owe him a lasting debt of gratitude for his bravery and his 

heroism and should pay tribute to his faithful service.  Citizens of this 
State extend deepest sympathy to the family and loved ones of Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter; 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, MIKE BEEBE, Governor of the State of Arkansas, by virtue of 

the authority vested in me by law, in tribute to the memory of Sheriff 
Cody Don Carpenter, and as an expression of public sorrow, do hereby 
direct that the State flag of Arkansas be flown at half-staff on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2013.  

 
IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of 

the State of Arkansas to be affixed this 4th day of June, in the year of our 
Lord 2013. 

 
 

ORIGINAL SIGNED      
    MIKE BEEBE, GOVERNOR  
 
 
    ORIGINAL SIGNED      
    MARK MARTIN, SECRETARY OF STATE  
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS continued

Attributable to the Arkansas 
Attorney General, Dustin McDaniel
Officer Campora and Sheriff Carpenter demonstrated 

great heroism, service and an extraordinary sense of 
duty. I am deeply saddened by their deaths. The entire law 

enforcement community will miss their professionalism and 
dedication. They were examples of what law enforcement 
officers should be. n

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

 
June 3, 2013 

 
Mr. President, I also wish to take a 

pause. It seems as though for the last several 
weeks on a very regular basis storms have been 
ravaging the country and different events have 
been occurring where we have had cause to 
pause, and certainly this tragedy that struck 
Arkansas is one. So we would like for our 
colleagues to keep in their thoughts and prayers 
those in western Arkansas who have suffered 
this flood. 
 

As the Senator from Arkansas said, six 
people lost their lives to the terrible storm that 
brought significant flooding to western Arkansas 
late last week. Scott County sheriff Cody 
Carpenter and wildlife officer Joel Campora, two 
dedicated public servants, were among them.  
 

They gave their lives while responding 
to a 9-1-1 call at a home in Y City. The two 
arrived at a home to help two female victims 
trapped by the flooding. While they were there, 
the house exploded, killing all four of them. 
 

Additionally, a Grant County man was 
killed when a tree fell on him as a result of the 
storm. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These are people who are true heroes 

not because of the way they died but because of 
the way they lived their lives. 
 

These are people who are true heroes 
not because of the way they died but because of 
the way they lived their lives. 

 
Sheriff Carpenter was a leader who was 

never content to sit behind the desk. He bravely 
put the safety of others before his own to protect 
those in harm's way. He rose from a dispatcher to 
deputy, chief deputy, and then finally sheriff. He 
was a man of faith who loved life, loved his 
family, loved his job, and loved the Lord. 
 

Officer Campora began his law 
enforcement career in Mena, AR. In 2007 he 
became a wildlife officer for the Arkansas Game 
and Fish Commission. His desire to serve led 
him down this career path, but it also led him to 
serve as a volunteer youth minister for the Salem 
Baptist Church and Pencil Bluff First Baptist 
Church. 
 

Again, these were ordinary people 
doing extraordinary deeds. 
 

Sheriff Carpenter left behind his wife 
Aime Beth and four children: Garren, Christian, 
Douglas, and Irelynn. Officer Campora left 
behind his wife Rebecca and two daughters: 
Dacie and Bethany. 
 

Again, we would very much like 
everyone to remember these families and keep 
them in their thoughts and prayers as time goes 
on. 

 
I yield the floor. 

PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 113 th CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION  

Honoring Cody Carpenter and Joel Campora   
   United States Senate 
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS continued

Remembering Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter And Arkansas Game 

And Fish Wildlife Officer  
Joel Campora

Transcript of Remarks:
Today, on behalf of a grateful state, I rise to honor 

Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Arkansas 
Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, who died 
heroically last week trying to save their fellow Arkansans 
from flash floods.

Sheriff Carpenter leaves behind a wife and four children; 
Officer Campora leaves behind a wife and two daughters. 
Along with my fellow Arkansans, I want to express my 
deepest condolences to their families, their communities, 
and their brothers and sisters in law enforcement.

But even as we mourn their deaths and console their 
loved ones, let us also honor their sacrifice and courage. 
Sheriff Carpenter and Officer Campora died in the 
line of duty, protecting their fellow citizens. John 15:13 
says, “Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” These men volunteered for 
duty that can call for that ultimate sacrifice every day. 
Now that they have laid down their lives, I join my state 
and my country in mourning, and celebrating, their 
cherished memory. n

Representative Tom Cotton / Jun 4, 2013 / Cotton Blog 
Earlier today, I spoke on the House Floor in honor of Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter and Arkansas Game and Fish Wildlife Officer Joel Campora, who lost 

their lives last week trying to save their fellow Arkansans from flash flooding.
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GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS continued

Cotton Mourns Loss Of Scott 
County Sheriff Cody Carpenter

May 31, 2013, Press Release

Contact: Caroline Rabbitt 202-225-0930

Washington, D.C. – Congressman Tom Cotton (R-Dardanelle) 
issued the following statement on the death of Scott County 

Sheriff Cody Carpenter in yesterday’s severe weather:
“I am deeply saddened to hear about the death of Scott County 

Sheriff Cody Carpenter and I join Arkansans across the state in 
expressing my deepest condolences to his loved ones. Sheriff 
Carpenter died in the line of duty, protecting his fellow citizens 
from danger and serving his community. As we mourn his loss, we 
also honor his sacrifice and bravery. As recovery efforts continue, my 
prayers remain with all those affected by this tragedy.” n
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Our Loss, 
Heaven’s Gain

By Billy Black, State Forestry Commission Law Enforcement Officer 
Photos courtesy of Officer Billy Black

On May 31, 2013, my life as well as many Scott County citizens,’ lives changed forever. 
On this day, we lost two of the best people I have ever known. It was on this day Sheriff 

Cody Carpenter and Wildlife Officer Joel Campora were taken from us.
I will start with Cody. Cody was more than just the Sheriff to me. When I started my 

Law Enforcement career in 1998, Cody was my training officer; after my training Cody was 
my partner. Cody and I rode many miles together. Over the years we discussed everything; 
our jobs, families and faith. Cody would often speak of the Bible and its meaning to him. 
I often told Cody that if he couldn’t make it as a Law Enforcement Officer, he could always 
be a preacher. Cody always replied “If the good Lord is willing.”

Cody always had a smile on his face and never met a stranger. Probably the most important 
thing that I learned from him is how to treat everyone with respect. Cody would always tell 
me that there is no reason to ever disrespect another person. He would say, “Why would you 
want to disrespect them; we arrested them and they have lost their freedom.” He believed 

in the good of every person, no matter what they had done. He always said people make 
mistakes, but they can all change for the good.

Even after I left the Sheriff ’s Office and went to work for the state, Cody was that one 
person I could go talk to and tell anything. He was a great listener and would always try to 
lead me in the right direction. He was a best friend and a brother.

Joel, like Cody, was very open with his faith. He was a proud Christian and taught by 
example. He touched the lives of many in his role as a church youth group leader. He made 
lasting impressions on many youth group members, including my two boys.

Deputies Bobby Page, Deputy Terry Staggs, Chief Deputy Cody Carpenter, and Deputy Billy Black.

continued on 197
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Joel was a big man, with an even bigger heart. Joel and I often 
put on self defense classes for high school girls getting ready to head 
off to college and women in the community. Joel, who towered over 
me, would always play along with the training and let me “show” the 
girls how they could fight off a bigger person. I knew that Joel could 
have crushed me with one swipe of his hand, but that just wasn’t in 
his nature. He was never in it for himself; it was all in how he could 
help the community.

The world will never be the same for me; I have a void that cannot 
be filled. God could not have taken any two people who were more 
secure in their faith. We lost two amazing people, who are in every 
sense of the word heroes. What was our loss was Heaven’s gain, for 
Heaven has gained two amazing angels. n

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS • Our Loss, Heaven’s Gain continued

Billy and Joel demonstrating self defense tactics for women.

Joel, Becca, Billy, and Cody in a women’s self defense class in Waldron.Cody, Amie, Garren, Christian, and Douglas.
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Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter At Work And Play

By AGFC Corporal Brian Bailey 
Photos submitted by Corporal Brian Bailey.

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS continued

Cody spending a little time at the 
range with Moose and Christian.

Amie takes over as 
Sheriff for Cody.

The Sheriff’s office was 
presented this flag that was 

flown over the Capitol on 
June 5th in honor on Cody.

Cody, Joel, Brian, Terry, D.J., Joey, Cheyenne, P. J., and Jeff 
after some AR training with D.R. Long Range Concepts.

Cody and Chief Deputy Terry Staggs at career day in Waldron.Brian doing some spotting for Cody at 800 yards.

Cody, Mac Davis and Joel at the Shop with a Cop in Waldron.
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Kaidee’s First Coon Hunt
By AGFC Corporal Chad Cruce

Sheriff Cody Carpenter was an avid outdoorsmen and he loved to 
coon hunt. When I was living in Scott County Cody lived his 

faith in Christ and talked about his family and his faithful coon 
hounds. Cody had a few coon hunting buddies and was training 
a few young dogs the last year I was in Scott County. Cody wanted 
to come out and hunt on the farm where I lived.

I was out deer hunting with my daughter Kaidee one day, when 
we spotted a sleeping coon in the forks of an oak tree. So I thought 
of Cody and gave him a call to tell him about the coon. Cody and 
his buddies came out that evening, and Kaidee and I went down to 
show them the coon; which was still in the tree asleep. I believe they 
had four or five coon hounds with them, and two were just getting 
started. Well, we stood underneath the tree where the coon slept. 
Cody told me it would be nice if we could shake that coon out of 
the tree; down on the young dogs.

Cody asked if I had a ladder. Of course I had one, so I went up to 
the house and got the ladder. We put the ladder up against the tree 
just a few feet below the coon. Cody said I should go up there and 
knock the coon out of the tree. I climbed the ladder and was just 
inches away from the coon when I thought this might not be a good 
idea; I climbed down the ladder.

Cody started ribbing me a little about not getting the job done. 
I told him since I wasn’t the coon hunting expert; he should show 
me how it was done. Cody climbed up the ladder got a few inches 
away from the sleeping coon, but also decided against shaking the 
coon out. He came down off that ladder grinning and shaking his 
head. We decided to just shoot that coon out.

Well when you’re training coon dogs, it’s good to get a live coon 
on the ground so the dogs have to fight the coon; this is supposed 
to make them want to hunt harder. Cody told me I might want to 
take Kaidee home before we shot the coon out because it could get 
violent when the dogs get a hold of the coon. That’s how Cody was; 
always thinking about someone else.

Kaidee wanted to stay, so I let her. I shot the coon out of the tree 
and sure enough the fight was on. Those dogs got a hold of the coon 
and stretched it out, and it didn’t take long for them to kill the coon. 
Kaidee buried her face in my stomach and put her arms around me 
during the fight, but she made it through it.

There are many more memories of Cody and Scott County I wish 
I could share but they’ll have to wait for a future article. n

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS continued
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Sheriff Cody Carpenter 
My Sheriff, My Brother, My Friend

By Lieutenant DJ Pyles, Scott County 3 
Photo submitted by Lieutenant DJ Pyles

Sheriff Cody Carpenter meant 
a lot of different things to a lot of 

different people.
Cody was a great Sheriff; the 

peoples Sheriff. On the day I was hired 
as a Deputy Sheriff, Cody Carpenter 
told me, “DJ, I can’t tell you how to 
police because we all do it differently. 
The one thing I will tell you is to treat 
everyone with respect. Every one of 
us is prone to make mistakes. We are 
also all capable of learning from those 
mistakes and making positive changes 
in our lives.” Cody saw the good in 
all people. Cody believed all people 
deserve to be treated with respect and 
fairness. Cody was right.

Cody was a servant of God. Cody 
was usually the first to Church on 
Wednesday and Sunday, and a lot of 
times the last to leave the Church. 
Cody always made time to talk to me about the ways of the world, 
how they were changing, and how we must stick to the ways God 
would have us to live by and not let the world bring us down. Cody 
was a man of Morals. Be faithful to your wife and family. Cody 
always stressed to me the temptations that would come in our line of 
work. Do NOT let any evils into your home or your life that would 
destroy the blessings God has given us.

Cody was a great friend. Around 6:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. every 
morning Cody would be in his office waiting to get his day started. 
Usually several officers would meet with him in the mornings and 
discuss all types of things. It didn’t matter the subject Cody would 
listen, offer advice, comfort, laugh or just whatever we needed to help 
us through our current matters. Cody never met a stranger. A solid 
hand shake, hug, pat on the shoulder and a big ‘ol smile awaited 
everyone who met him.

Unlike many professions, we in Law Enforcement are truly 
blessed. Not by the pay of course, but of the friendships and the real 
feelings of a second family. Cody was my brother. In our line of work 
we face life threatening dangers more than most people know. When 
dangerous situations arise Cody had all of our backs and we had his. 

This kind of dedication to each other keeps us alive, so that we may 
return home to our families. The main thing Cody wanted, at the end 
of the day, was to make sure all his deputies went home every night.

Cody was a leader and a Hero. He led the Scott County 
Sheriff ’s Office by example. On the night of Cody and Game and 
Fish Officer, Joel Campora’s, passing, an unbelievable f lood had 
occurred. The Sheriff ’s Office had received a 911 call from two ladies 
trapped inside their home due to the flood and they were unable 
to get out. Sheriff Cody Carpenter was one of the first officers to 
arrive on the scene. Cody, being the Sheriff of Scott County, could 
have elected to stay in the comfort of his own home. He could have 
sent Sergeant Cheyenne King, or me, into the water; but he didn’t. 
Cody along with Arkansas Game and Fish Officer, Joel Campora, 
braved the roaring water inside their boat, without hesitation. The 
two men did what most would be afraid to do, and they put their 
lives in danger to save two people they barely knew. Even though 
they lost their lives trying to save these two women, who also lost 
their lives, it was the courageous effort they displayed that I, for one, 
will never forget.

 n

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS continued

Scott County Sheriff’s Department 2010.
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Our Hero, My Friend
By Brian Bailey, Photo submitted by Corporal Brian Bailey

In late July, 2000 I graduated from the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Training 

Center. Scott County was where I was 
stationed. Soon after my arrival I went 
down to the Sheriff ’s Office to meet 
the other law enforcement officers in 
the county. One of the first Deputies 
I met was Cody Carpenter.

I can recall jumping in his old car 
with him and burning down the road 
like we just stole the thing. He would 
look over at me and just smile while 
I was looking for anything to hold on 
to. I remember thinking to myself; this 
was going to be a good time because 
most of the officers were my age. 
Those first years we chased a lot of 
outlaws and kicked a lot of doors in; 
we were Deputies and they were Game 
Wardens, that’s just how it has to be 
in a rural county. It seemed like every 
time there was a call to go on, we went.

As the years passed and Cody went from investigator to finally 
Sheriff it seemed like we all grew up together in this career. As some 
deputies moved on to other jobs there was always still us that lived 
through the early years. We found ourselves in his office at least once 
a week talking about old cases and the remember whens. Through 
the years we became the best of friends.

The night of May 30, 2013, Cody sent me a few texts joking like 
he always did; it seemed like just another stormy night. In the early 
morning hours my partner Joel called me and said the sheriff ’s office 
needed us to bring our boat down to Y-city to help some ladies get out 
of their house. I jumped up and started putting on my stuff when my 
other phone rang; it was Cody. I remember answering the phone and 

telling him, “Dang’it, I’m coming give me a chance to get dressed.” 
He started laughing and said I’ll see ya there.

We all know the events that unfolded that night. I lost my two 
friends and the community lost two heroes. I find myself looking 
through all the old text we sent and thinking about all the fun we 
had and it makes me think; how did a guy from far southwestern 
Oklahoma find his way to Waldron, Arkansas. I have always told my 
wife Angie there must have been a reason God placed us here, out 
of all other places. Maybe it was so I could come to know these two 
men that I don’t call friends anymore. They were family.

To Don and Lucille, Keith and Kandis to Amie, Garren, Christian, 
Douglas and Ireland you will always have a special place in my heart. n

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS continued
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Scott County Deputies Pucker 
Factor Or Buck Factor

By AGFC Corporal Chad Cruce

I started my career as an AGFC Game Warden in Scott County back 
in 2001. My partner, Brian Bailey, had been there a few years before 

me and had shown me the ropes. He introduced me to all the local law 
enforcement officers and told me the dos and don’ts of each agency. 
Brian had an excellent relationship with all the different agencies and 
still does. I was lucky to have such a diversity of well qualified men to 
show me the way and train me.

I can’t remember if I was in my first or second year, but I will try and 
tell this story the best I remember. I was going to work the deer decoy 
for night hunters one night and contacted my partner Brian to see if 
he had wanted to work it with me. Brain had a previous engagement 
with his family that night so he could not go. Then, I called the Scott 
County Deputies to see if they wanted to go work it with me. The 
Deputies involved where Cody Carpenter, Keith VanRavensway and 
Billy Black. I contacted them, and they were all gung-ho to help me. 
Billy jumped in with me; Cody and Keith were together in a squad car.

I had a couple of plywood decoys to put out; all the deputies just 
laughed about how stupid they looked and how no one would shoot 
such a silly thing. Scott County is about 85% national forest, so we 
could put the decoy about anywhere we wanted. We drove out in the 
boondocks to put it out. They said they had the perfect place to put it. 
It seemed like we drove forever before we came to this perfect place.

Cody and Keith drove down the road and hid while Billy and I placed 
the buck decoy. This particular decoy was one where the deer appeared 
to be facing you. It didn’t have a side profile; just a forward facing profile. 
We shoved it up into a pine thicket and put a couple of glowing eyes 
on it. The set was about 10 yards off the road, which was closer than 
I liked, but we only had a short time to work it. As Billy and I drove off 
to hide, a vehicle came driving up behind us. We were in plain view of 
the vehicle; we just sped up and stopped about a hundred yards away 
and turned everything off. We hadn’t been stopped one second when we 
heard a gunshot; I turned the truck around and drove back up the road.

As my headlights hit the vehicle, Billy sank down into the seat and 
mumbled a few words. I asked Billy if he knew them, and he said it was 
the County Judge’s brother and his grandson. Billy called Cody and 
Keith on the radio and told them they had better just sit tight. Billy kept 
on saying they were dead if the Judge’s brother noticed him and knew 
that Cody and Keith were down the road in a patrol car. I asked why, 
and Billy said we were told not to work with the Game Wardens. Buck 
Byford was the Sheriff then and an ex-Trooper. Buck was a salty old cuss 
and well respected in the area; a very likeable man and a great Sheriff.

I got out of the truck and secured the firearms in the vehicle. I asked 
the man who had shot the decoy and he said his grandson had shot it. 
The boy was about 12 or 13 and had shot the decoy right between the 
eyes with a 30-06. I took down the information of both individuals 
and told them I would get back with them in the next couple of days. 
This was the first time I had a kid shoot the decoy and the adult was 
in his seventies; a grandpa and grandson combo.

The man had said the kid had never killed a deer, and he wanted 
him to kill one so they left camp and drove around to find one. While 
I was dealing with them, I guess Cody and Keith could not stand it. 
They drove up to our location and the man got a good look at them. 
I believe he even asked Billy if he was one of Buck’s deputies. Of course, 
Billy said he was.

After they left, we meet up with Cody and Keith. All three Deputies 
were worried to death about getting in trouble with Buck the Sheriff. 
The next day I went down to the Sheriff ’s Office and ran into Cody. 
He was the Chief Deputy at the time; Cody said Buck was pretty mad 
and gave all of them a butt chewing. It wasn’t long until I ran into 
Buck, and I guess I got a butt chewing too. But, probably not as bad as 
Cody, Keith and Billy did.

I got to thinking about that later; I think the reason we drove out 
so far that night is because those boys where thinking about Buck 
and decided it would be best if we put the decoy where no one would 
come by it. That backed fired on them, and to beat all, the county 
judge’s brother came by and let his grandson shoot the decoy. Another 
thing was Scott County is a big county and I had all three deputies 
with me working the decoy and no one was patrolling the roads. Plus, 
Buck said he didn’t want to lose votes due to the fact his deputies were 
out working with the Game Wardens.

I called Clyde Shepard, my boss at the time, and he thought I should 
write the man a citation, but not for night hunting. I wrote him the catch 
all citation for deer hunting requirements. You can guess what happened; 
the case got thrown out of court. Did not even get a chance in court.

We all had a big laugh about that a few days later and I still do 
when I think about it now and then. That was a great place to start 
my career. Cody and those deputies where young and full of piss 
and vinegar. They were always there for us when we needed help. 
I remember Cody always had a smile on his face and a good attitude. 
Cody was not ashamed of his faith in the lord and he loved his family. 
We’ll miss him greatly, but I can see him now with a couple his old 
coon hounds hunting in heaven. n

TRIBUTES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS continued
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Grace Under Pressure: 
Sheriff Cody Carpenter

Published 1, June 1, 2013 Society 31 Comments 
Source: KFSM News 5 

By Mark Esposito, Guest Blogger

Author’s Note: Grace Under Pressure is an on-going series of posts honoring everyday people who courageously make positive 
differences in their own lives and consequently in the lives of others. It is my own personal affirmation that unexpected 
heroes reside among us and that they serve as quiet but unshakable proof that virtue really is its own reward – and ours, too.

On the blog, we justifiably point out the civil 
rights abuses we see committed by our law 

enforcement. Clothed with police power and 
enormous discretion to affect our lives and the 
lives of our family and friends, we expect more 
from them than the average citizen in terms 
of sensitivity to our wellbeing. When pointing 
out those abuses we do well to remember there 
is another side, too, when we get much more 
than we expect.

Scott County, Arkansas is a hardscrabble 
place with a population just over 11,000. 
That’s a little less that the number in 1900 and 
the 3000 or so families that live there trace 
their community’s roots back to the times of 
President James Monroe. The terrain is rugged 
as you’d expect from the land smack dab in 
the middle of the Ouachita Mountains (derived 
from the bastardized Choctaw words for “large 
buffaloes”), and the folks there are as independent, hardy, and proud 
as you would expect from people whose closest neighbor is often 
a mile or so away. The hollers, crags, and slopes of the Large Buffaloes 
Mountains are criss-crossed with little streams and runs that give the 
scene a bucolic vista that attracts painters and photographers. Those 
streams form the Fourche La Fave River which runs about 150 miles 
through some of Arkansas’ most undisturbed, idyllic countryside. It 
may not be Heaven, but to outdoor enthusiasts it’s close.

Cody Carpenter was a “lifer” in law enforcement terms as well 
as in Scott County terms. Born and raised in the county seat at 
Waldron and knowing most everybody and every place in this 
highland community, he was a natural for public service. Starting 
with the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office in 1996 he rose through 
the ranks enforcing traffic laws, investigating burglaries, rounding 
up loose livestock, and checking door knobs late at night in his 
hometown. In 2004, he was elected sheriff and then kept the job in 

four subsequent elections all with a very simple 
idea about what his job was about. “It’s (about) 
caring for the people and earnestly trying to 
improve the county we live in for the better,” 
he said when asked.

Early Friday morning, the people of Scott 
County would see just how much Cody 
Carpenter cared. Thursday night a storm moved 
through western Arkansas, and the skies opened 
up. Rain fell in torrents on the slopes of the 
Large Buffaloes and those bucolic streams and 
runs became flash flooding gushers. “The water 
just comes off that hill like someone is pouring 
a bucket in there,” said Danny Straessle, 
a spokesman for the Arkansas Highway and 
Transportation Department. “This was an 
incredible amount of water.” About six inches 
of rain fell in eight hours in the lamp less 
blackness of Scott County and the Fourche La 

Fave jumped 23 feet.
Distress calls came pouring in to the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office. 

One call from two women trapped in their home by the rising waters 
on Mill Creek was particularly alarming. Sheriff Carpenter and 
Arkansas game warden Joel Campora jumped in the patrol SUV 
with boat in tow and took off towards the swamped home. Carpenter 
and Campora were the first to arrive at the house and saw the flood 
waters engulfing the residence. Unhitching the boat, they made their 
way towards the man-made enclave in the rushing torrent. “As they 
approached the residence, they noticed that flooding waters were 
rising rapidly. [Within moments], other deputies on scene heard 
a loud crash,” Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck explained 
Friday afternoon during a news conference. The tiny house had 
imploded from the overwhelming force of the water. Despite heroic 
efforts to save them, all four bodies were swept away.

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET continued
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Sheriff Carpenter’s body was found downstream on Mill Creek 
on Friday morning around 8:00 a.m. As his gurney passed, law 
enforcement officials and volunteers with the Red Cross in Arkansas 
lined the road in silent tribute as Carpenter’s body was escorted back 
from where he was found. As of yesterday, the two women and Joel 
Campora were unaccounted for. Flags were lowered to half-staff in 
Waldron as the community mourned the loss of its heroic native son 
and his equally heroic companion.

“He was the best sheriff I’ve ever seen and that’s as far as I’ll 
go,” said Scott County Judge James Forbes. State Rep. Terry Rice, 
R-Ark., who’s known the sheriff ’s family for many years, said of his 
Democratic friend: “He wasn’t satisfied behind the desk, and that 

was Cody. He’s hands on, and that’s what he was doing in the early 
morning hours this morning is trying to help people.”

Imagine climbing into a tiny boat in the face of a rushing wall of 
water whose roar you can clearly hear but that you can only see by 
the light of your flashlight. Then imagine doing that only because 
your neighbors have pinned a badge to your chest and placed their 
safety in your hands. The words “grace under pressure” don’t capture 
half of that kind of courage.

Cody leaves his wife Amie and his four children, Garren, 
Christian, Douglas and Irelynn. Even amid their grief, they must 
be very proud.

 n

Scott County Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter – A True Hero

By Nessie for TrueBlueWarriors.org / www.facebook.com/truebluewarriors 
2013© Nessie/TrueBlueWarriors

*June 3rd Update – Visitation for Sheriff Cody Carpenter will be 
Tuesday, all day. Funeral services for the Sheriff will be Wednesday, June 
5th at 1p.m., at the Waldron High School Football Field.

This is a story of how this Hero LIVED 

Scott County Sheriff’s Department, Arkansas 

Sheriff Cody Carpenter 

End of Watch: 05-31-13

Sheriff Cody Carpenter, 38, gave his 
life to save his citizens from mass 

flash flooding. Arkansas Game & Fish 
Commission’s Wildlife Officer Joel 
Campora is still missing. There are 
several other confirmed deaths as well (details below). Born with 
a soul that has courage to wear the badge, Sheriff Carpenter had 
been Saving, Serving, and Protecting the People for 16 years. This 
‘Hometown Hero’ was well-respected and liked by his men and well-
known and adored by the citizens of Scott County. Brother Cody 
was raised in Waldron and has spent his entire adult life sacrificing 
for the People. Sworn in as a Deputy Sheriff with the SCSD in 1997, 
Brother Cody entered into this arena with amazing courage and 
through all he has seen, never lost his compassion. He was fearless in 
the face of danger and could always be counted on to assist his fellow 
Warriors with no hesitation nor reservation. And when dealing with 

the public, Brother Cody made sure he did so with professionalism 
and with fairness, along with a positive attitude.

It was his leadership skills that truly stood out and in 2002; 
Brother Cody was elected Sheriff where he has remained for the last 
five terms. But take note … this was no ‘sit behind a desk’ boss. Not 
even close. You see, our Brother never lost sight that no matter what 
rank he was, he was still a Police Officer, and he did the same work 
he expected his men to do. Sheriff Carpenter led by example … out 
in front, not from behind … the more he showed he was willing to 
give, the more he got in return … what a truly good leader should 
represent. Like so many of us out there, our Brother simply wanted to 

continued on 206
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make a difference in his small corner of the world, and in order to do 
so, he went out into that world … and he certainly made a difference.

When not in uniform, Brother Cody could still be found walking 
around town, attending community events with his family, and 
offering assistance whenever called upon. His family was his balance 
and he loved nothing more than to spend quality time with his wife 
and children. This Brave and Benevolent Son, Husband, Father, and 
Brother of Blue, who Lived As Only A Hero Could, will be incredibly 
missed by so very many ... so few will forget the day he Gave His Life 
As Only A Warrior Dare … So Others May Live.

On Thursday evening, the rains began and flooding ensued. 
Waters quickly began to rise and by Friday morning, flash floods 
were occurring, trapping residents. Sheriff Carpenter and AGFC 
Wildlife Officer Joel Campora got into a boat together to rescue 
those stranded. Their boat got swept away, tossing our two Brothers 
out. Sadly this proved to be Brother Cody’s final battle. Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter’s body was recovered a short time later. A few hours after, 
the boat was found, with no sign of Officer Campora. The search 

continues for him. We will update this once his status is confirmed 
direct from authorities. At least three others lost their lives since 
Thursday evening as well. Search/Rescue/Recovery efforts continue.

Cody leaves behind his beloved bride Amie and four children, 
Garren, Christian, Doug, and Irelynn. Our heartfelt thoughts and 
prayers go out to the entire Carpenter family, the Men and Women 
of the Scott County SD, and to all whom have had the pleasure and 
the privilege of knowing and working alongside this True Blue Hero. 
Thoughts and prayers are also with the AGFC and the Campora 
family. Our condolences extend to all the families whom have lost 
their loved ones in this flood. Special thanks go out to the numerous 
agencies assisting, including the National Guard.

Our Brother, as you now patrol the streets of Heaven, may you 
continue your vigilant watch over us all as we carry on in your Honor. 
We thank you for your service and for your sacrifice. We thank you 
for your life. Job Well Done Sir.

Rest In Peace Sheriff Cody Carpenter … We Have The Watch 
From Here. SALUTE! n

TRIBUTES FOUND ON THE INTERNET • Sheriff Cody Carpenter – A True Hero continued
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Cody’s Family
Photos submitted by Rebecca Campora with Amie’s permission.

Back row: Douglas, Christian and Irelynn; 
Front row: Garren, Aime and Cody.

Douglas, Aime, Garren, Irelynn, Cody and Christian.

Aime and Cody.



208  ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT COUNTY SHERIFF CODY CARPENTER

TRIBUTES FROM CODY’S FAMILY • Cody’s Family continued

Cody.

Cody.Irelynn, Cody and Aime.

Aime, Garren, Cody and Christian.Christian, Aime, Garren, Irelynn, Douglas and Cody.

Garren, Cody and Christian.
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My Brother, My Hero
By Kandis VanRavensway 

Photo submitted by Kandis VanRavensway

First I would like to say that I am 
honored to have been given the 

privilege to be Cody’s sister. As I reflect 
back on my brother there are many 
things that I could write about him. 
Cody was a man that loved the Lord 
first, his children and family second, 
and the mountains of Scott County. He 
was by no means your typical Sheriff. 
He knew every back road of this county 
and the people that lived down them. He 
would talk about stopping by and visiting 
with so and so that lived down a certain 
road. I would be thinking, I didn’t know 
any one lived down that road. He had 
a compassion for people and a great 
big heart. You always knew you had 
been in Cody’s presence with his firm 
handshake, hug and contagious smile.

Cody begin his career as a dispatcher 
and then worked his way up to deputy and from there you know the 
rest of the story, the Lord allowed him to be elected as Sheriff. Cody 
never became big in his own eyes. He could shake the hand of the 
President and turn right around and shake the hand of a pauper and 
never make a difference in the two. His love for people was shown 
on an everyday basis. I recall a particular t-ball game our sons were 

playing and a little girl approached him 
wearing a tattered dress and scuffed little 
dress shoes. She asked Cody if her dress 
was pretty and Cody stopped watching 
the game and gave her his undivided 
attention and replied “That is a very 
pretty dress and you look very nice.” The 
smile on that child’s face was priceless. 
He then walked over to his patrol unit 
and gave her a plastic badge and pencil 
and she happily skipped off. Cody turned 
around to watch the game and within 
a matter of minutes she had returned 
with more children, some of which had 
come off the baseball field all wanting 
a plastic badge and sticker. Cody handed 
out all that he had and told the children 
to come to the Sheriff ’s office the next 
day and he would fix the rest of them up. 
You see, people were important to Cody 

because he saw each one of them as God’s creation.
He worked 24/7 because even after a day at the office it would 

not end there. People pulled in Cody’s drive way and asked his advice 
about things long after dark. My brother never complained when 
I would say “Tell them to come to your office tomorrow; you are at 
home with your family.” His reply would be, “Kandis you can’t do 

TRIBUTES FROM CODY’S FAMILY continued
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Cody with his mom, dad and sister, Kandis.
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that, my job is to help those that need help no matter if I am at 
work or not.”

When hunting season rolled around Cody and family could 
be found camped out on top of Henry Mountain. Cody loved the 
mountains and on more than one occasion when sitting around the 
campfire at night he would talk about how peaceful and nice it was to 
enjoy all the Lord had created. Even if we all came out empty handed 
we came home feeling refreshed from being out in the mountains 
and enjoying each other’s fellowship.

Cody was so proud of his men and department. More than once 
he told me he was glad the Lord had protected his department and 
that he never had to go to a family’s house and tell them he had lost 
their husband or father due to a work related accident. So I was not 
surprised when I learned that my brother had taken the life jacket 
from one of his men that early morning of May 31st 2013. You see, 
my brother also stated time and time again that he would never ask 
his men to do something he would not do his self. So that morning 
he proved just that by climbing into that boat instead of allowing 
his deputies to do it. He also proved his love for his county and his 

compassion for the people of it. I will always believe that heroes are 
born and not made. I will end on the verse my mother always told 
Cody when he would get discouraged and think he wasn’t doing 
enough for the county:

Esther 4:14 – Who knoweth whether thou art come to the 
kingdom for such a time as this?

I believe that my brother was born to serve as Sheriff of Scott 
County for such a time as May 31st. You are forever missed. n

TRIBUTES FROM CODY’S FAMILY • My Brother, My Hero continued

Cody with his sister Kandis.
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This magazine is to honor the 
sacrif ice made by Sheriff Cody 
Carpenter and Wildlife Officer First 
Class Joel Campora on the night of 
May 31, 2013. These two men were 
not the only ones to lose their lives 
that night.

We must not forget the four other 
people who perished in this tragic 
flood. The two ladies Cody and Joel 
set out to rescue and a lady from Texas 
who died when she was swept under 
her car and trapped. Fourteen days 
after the flood a man died from sepsis 
after a cut got infected by the dirty 
flood waters from May 31st.

Please keep their families in your thoughts and prayers as well as for all 
the people in Scott County who lost property and are still trying to recover.

Judy McGuire, Editor 
AWOA Magazine
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First Woman Killed In Flood ID’d; 
Sheriff, Officer, Teacher Remembered

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used By Permission. 
Posted: 5:05 am - June 05, 2013 — Updated: 5:44 pm - June 05, 2013, 
By Hicham Raache – hraache@swtimes.com / Photo By Rachel Rodemann

The first woman killed in the recent Scott County f lood was 
officially identified Tuesday, and the two public servants killed 

by the flood were praised by national leaders.
An official with the Scott County Coroner’s Office identified the 

woman as Cathy Ann Holder, 41, of Dallas.
Holder was killed when she got out of her car on U.S. 71 Friday 

morning and floodwaters swept her underneath the vehicle. The 
woman’s husband, whose name the official did not know, was 
stranded in a tributary of Mill Creek from about 2-8:30 a.m., Friday 
before firefighters used a ladder to get him to safety.

Four other people were killed by the floodwaters Friday, including 
Regina Kay Shearn, 60, and Vivian Sue Reimer, 65, both of Scott 
County, according to the official, as well as Scott County Sheriff 
Cody Carpenter, 41, and Arkansas Game and Fish Commission 
wildlife officer first class Joel Campora, 32.

Carpenter and Campora had traveled Friday morning by boat 
to the Y City-area home where Shearn and Reimer lived when they 
became fearful that the two women might be trapped in the residence 
after the Fourche LaFave River rose drastically following heavy rain 
that began Thursday night. Sebastian County Sheriff Bill Hollenbeck 
said deputies heard a loud crash and thought a bridge collapsed, but 
learned that the house where Shearn and Reimer lived had actually 
imploded as a result of rising water.

Shern, Reimer, Carpenter and Campora were overwhelmed by 
floodwaters and swept away.

Carpenter’s body was recovered Friday a mile downstream from 
the residence. A massive search and rescue mission was conducted 
throughout Friday for Campora, Shearn and Reimer, but on Saturday 
the search turned into a recovery effort.

The body of one of the two women was found Saturday about 
a half-mile off U.S. 71, just east of a tributary of 
the Fourche LaFave River. On Sunday, Y City Fire 
Chief Albert Rogers confirmed that the body was 
that of one of the two missing women.

The search continued into Sunday with 
members of several law enforcement agencies 
slogging through f loodwaters and heavy mud. 
Campora’s body and the body of the second of the 
two women were both found on Sunday. Shearn 
and Reimer were both officially identified by Scott 
County Chief Deputy Terry Staggs on Monday.

A memorial service will be held for Carpenter 
at 1 p.m., today at the Waldron High School 
football field.

Three U.S. politicians from Arkansas honored 
Carpenter and Campora on their respective 
floors Tuesday.

U.S. Rep. Tom Cotton, R-Dardanelle, addressed 
the House f loor to honor the two on behalf of 
a grateful state.

“Along with my fellow Arkansans, I want to 
express my deepest condolences to their families, 
their communities and their brothers and sisters 
in law enforcement,” Cotton said. “But even as we 

TRIBUTE FOR THE OTHERS WHO DIED continued
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Johnnie Marquez looks out Friday over the wreckage of Ark of Faith 
Tabernacle Mission Church near Waldron where she and her husband serve 

as pastors. The building was swept away in flash flooding early Friday.
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mourn their deaths and console their loved ones, let us honor their 
sacrifice and courage.”

Cotton cited John 15:13, which states “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

U.S. Sens. John Boozman, R-Ark., and Mark Pryor, D-Ark., 
also addressed the Senate floor Tuesday, offering condolences to the 
men’s families and the communities in which they served.

“These were people that truly were true heroes, not because of 
the way they died but because of the way that they lived their lives,” 
Boozman said.

Boozman described Carpenter as a man of faith who loved his 
life, family, job and the Lord. He described Campora as a man with 
a strong desire to serve, leading him along his path as a wildlife officer 
and volunteer youth minister.

“These were ordinary people doing extraordinary deeds,” he said.
Pryor said that members of the Senate often come to the floor 

to honor fallen military men and women, but noted the sacrifices 
that other men and women in uniform make — those of police, law 
enforcement and first responders.

“In times of distress like this, we should come together to help 

others, which is exactly what they were doing as they sacrificed their 
lives for others,” Pryor said. “They put others’ needs ahead of their 
own because of their sense of duty and honor and their belief in 
helping their fellow man.”

Shearn, who taught seventh-grade math and science at Kimmons 
Junior High School, was also praised Tuesday.

“She had a great deal of patience, compassion and caring for 
her students,” Kimmons Principal David Watkins said during an 
interview Tuesday.

Shearn taught at Kimmons for 12 years.
Watkins said Shearn and Reimer were cousins, and that Shearn 

helped take care of Reimer, who suffered from Alzheimer’s disease.
“It’s a tragic loss for Kimmons Junior High School,” Watkins 

said. “She will be missed.”
The American Red Cross is providing emergency disaster assistance 

for food and clothing at Boles Southern Baptist Church, U.S. 71 and 
Barker Road in Boles daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Emergency shelter for 
those displaced by the flood is being provided at Boles Community 
Center, U.S. 71 and Chris Freeman Circle.

 n
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Two Women Killed In Floodwaters 
Officially Identified

Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used By Permission. 
5:05 am – June 04, 2013 — Updated: 7:24 am – June 04, 2013 

By Hicham Raache – hraache@swtimes.com

Scott County authorities have officially released the names of 
two of the three women killed by floodwaters that swept them 

away Friday.
Scott County Chief Deputy Terry Staggs identified the two 

women as Kay Shearn and Vivian Reimer. Staggs said he did not yet 
have information regarding the ages of the two women and whether 
they are related to each other.

A massive search was conducted through the weekend to locate the 
bodies of Shearn and Reimer, as well as the body of Joel Campora, 
the 32-year-old Arkansas Game and Fish Commission wildlife officer 
who, along with Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter, was overcome 
by floodwaters early Friday while searching for Shearn and Reimer 
at a residence where they feared the two women might be trapped.

Both Carpenter and Campora perished in the f loodwaters. 
Carpenter’s body was discovered around 8 a.m., Friday a mile 
downstream from the Y City area residence where he and Campora 
were searching for Shearn and Reimer. Carpenter and Campora 
feared the two women might be trapped as river water rose rapidly 
following heavy rain that began Thursday night.

Officials with the U.S. Forest Service and Game and Fish 
Commission found Campora’s body around 9:30 a.m., Sunday, a mile 
and a half north of the women’s house.

The body of one of the two women was discovered Saturday, about 
a half-mile off U.S. 71, just east of a tributary of the Fourche LaFave 
River. On Sunday, Y City Fire Chief Albert Rogers confirmed that 
the body was that of one of the two missing women.

Several law enforcement and emergency agencies participated in 
the search, slogging through floodwaters and heavy mud. Sebastian 
County Sheriff ’s Office deputies and officials participated, assisting 
members of the Scott County Sheriff ’s Office, who carried on with 
the search following the death of their sheriff.

Rogers said Sunday he spoke with Carpenter shortly before he went 
missing Friday morning. Carpenter and Campora were responding 
to the house about the same time Rogers and other Y City volunteer 
firefighters were attempting to rescue a woman and her husband, 
he said.

The woman died after she got out of her car on U.S. 71 and 
floodwaters swept her underneath the vehicle. The woman’s husband 
was stranded in a tributary of Mill Creek from about 2-8:30 a.m., 
Friday before firefighters used a ladder to get him to safety.

Scott County officials have not yet released the name of the 
woman who was swept underneath the vehicle on U.S. 71.

A funeral is set for Carpenter at 1 p.m., Wednesday at the Waldron 
High School football field.  n

Obituary For Cathy Ann Holder
Southwest Times-Record©, 2013, Used by permission.

Cathy Holder, 41, of Dallas Texas, died in the 
f looding when the car in which she and her 

husband were traveling was swept off U.S. 71 at 
Y City. The husband, whose name was not released, 
clung to the creek bank for hours before being rescued.

Ms. Holder was born June 7, 1971 in Dallas, Texas 
to Jane and Brent Macilvene.

Ms. Holder was preceded in death by her father.
Ms. Holder is survived by her husband Jodie Byers 

of Dallas, Texas; three children Dominic Ramirez, 
Alyssa Holder, and Jacob Ramirez, all of the home. 
Two Brothers Tim Macilvene and Tom Holder.

Ms. Holder was a director of hospitality with Best 
Western Hotels. She was liked by all. She had the 
unique ability to enrich everyone she was a part of.

Ms. Holder was a devoted mother and awe-
some friend.

Services are private. n
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Memorial Held For 
Scott County Women

KFSM/KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 2:15 p.m., June 14, 2013, by Meredith Baldwin, Updated on: 05:49 p.m., June 14, 2013

A memorial ceremony was held Friday (June 14) for two Y City 
women who died two weeks ago when flash flooding swamped 

Scott County.
The two women, Vivian Reimer and Regina “Kay” Shearn died 

along with Scott County Sheriff Cody Carpenter and Arkansas Game 
& Fish Officer Joel Campora on May 31. Carpenter and Campora 
were attempting to rescue Reimer and Shearn from their home along 
Mill Creek in the rising flood waters.

“The shock has been the hardest thing because no one expected 
this,” Jan Stephens, Reimer’s niece, said.

Reimer and Shearn had put their house up on concrete blocks in 
case of flooding, Stephens explained. However, Stephens said the 
two women had lived in the same house for 15 years and never had 
floodwaters even get close.

“Our family has been devastated over the commitment of 
[Carpenter and Campora] and that they risked everything they did 
to save our family members,” Stephens said. “We hope at some point 
to be able to visit with [their families] and just be able to tell them 
that we love them and that they’ll be in our prayers always.”

The memorial service was held at 2 p.m., at the Heritage Memorial 
Chapel located on W. Highway 80.

A fifth person, Cathy Byers, was also killed in the flooding. All 
of the bodies have been recovered.

5News is teaming up with Yeagers to provide supplies to help 
flood victims in Scott and LeFlore Counties rebuild damaged homes 
and businesses.

Starting Friday, June 14, monetary donations will be accepted at 
the following Yeagers Ace Hardware locations:

4910 Jenny Lind Road, Fort Smith 
2619 Rogers Avenue, Fort Smith 

1610 Main Street, Van Buren 
814 W. Center, Greenwood

Yeagers will take the money raised and buy supplies needed at cost.
To make tax-deductible donations online, visit 

http://www.communitychurch.com/connect/local/disaster-relief
 n

Scott County Flood Victim Dies 
From Medical Complications

KFSM/KXNW 5 News©, Used with Permission, 2013 
Posted on: 11:57 a.m., June 18, 2013, by 5NEWS Web Staff, Updated 

on: 05:38 p.m., June 18, 2013

A sixth death has been linked to May’s storms and floods in Scott County, according 
to family.

Phil Stinson, 82, of Cedar Creek, passed away June 14. According to the 
man’s family, dirty floodwater infected a cut on his body. He was hospitalized and 
later died from sepsis, the family said.

A memorial for Stinson was held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, June 18, at Heritage Memorial 
Funeral Home in Waldron.

He was laid to rest in the Cedar Creek Cemetery, his obituary states. n
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Obituary For Vivian Reimer
Vivian Sue Reimer, the daughter of 

George and Edith Bias, was born 
September 20, 1947 and departed from 
this life on May 31, 2013, in Y City, 
Arkansas at the age of 65 years, eight 
months, 11 days.

Vivian grew up in the Woodall 
community, close to Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma. She attended Woodall and 
Tahlequah Schools.

Vivian lived and worked in California and Houston, Texas. In 
Texas, Vivian took art classes and became an accomplished painter.

After marrying and divorcing, she became best friends with 
Regina Kay Shearn and they decided to leave the hustle and bustle 
of big city life in Houston to reside in the 
peaceful community of Y City, Arkansas. There 
she set up her “Red Barn” and sold antiques 
and statuaries.

Vivian always had a love for dogs. She began 
breeding and selling Yorkies and had kennels 
set up on their place at Y City. Her favorite dog 
was beautiful red headed Yorkie named Delilah.

Vivian readily stated her love for the 
Lord and her desire to be with Him and her 
beloved Mother.

She was preceded in death by her parents, 
her brothers: Joe V., Dallas, and Dennis Bias; 

her sisters: Joyce Strong and 
Wynona Rose.

Vivian is survived by her 
brother, George Bias and Sister-
in-Law, Martha D. Bias; Her 
two nieces she called her kids, 
Jan Stephens and Rita Bias; her 
nieces: Wynona Hayes, Wanda 
Otte, Iris Kay Rose, and Marie 
Rose; Nephews: Roger Strong, 
Billy Ray Waldon, Dwayne Rose, 
Rick Rose, and David Lee; spouses of her nieces and nephews, grand 
nieces and nephews, and a host of friends.

Funeral Services will be held at Hart Funeral Home in 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, Thursday, June 13, 
2013 at 10:00 a.m.

The family of Vivian Sue Reimer invites you 
to come by Heritage Memorial Funeral Home 
in Waldron, Arkansas on Friday, June 14, 2013 
for a meet and greet memorial from 2:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m.

The family would like to meet their friends 
and acquaintances who shared their lives in 
Y City, Arkansas.

In lieu of f lowers, please send donations 
to the Disaster Relief Fund at Community 
National Bank. n

Obituary For Regina Shearn
Regina Kay Shearn, the daughter 

of Frances J. Shearn and Juliana 
J. Schillinger was born November 12, 
1952 and departed from this life on 
May 31, 2013 in Y City, Arkansas 
at the age of 61 years, 6 months, 
19 days.

Kay moved to Y City Arkansas 
from Houston, Texas to get away 
from the hustle and bustle of big 
city life.

She worked as a Special Education Teacher at Kimmons Jr. High 
School in Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Kay was a member of St. Jude’s Catholic Church in Waldron, 
Arkansas. Kay also had a special love for dogs.

She was preceded in death by her 
Mother and Father and a beloved aunt 
in McAlester, Oklahoma.

Kay is survived by a brother Michael 
Joseph Shearn and a sister, Julie 
Marie Shearn.

The family of Vivian Sue Reimer and 
Regina Kay Shearn invite you to come 
by Heritage Memorial Funeral Home in 
Waldron, Arkansas on Friday, June 14, 

2013 for a meet and greet memorial from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
The family would like to meet their friends and acquaintances 

who shared their lives in Y City, Arkansas.
In lieu of flowers, please send donations to the Disaster Relief 

Fund at Community National Bank. n



ARKANSAS WILDLIFE OFFICER  217

TRIBUTE FOR THE OTHER CIVILIANS WHO DIED

TRIBUTE FOR THE OTHERS WHO DIED continued

Obituary For Phil Stinson
William “Phil” Stinson of Cedar Creek, 

Arkansas passed from this life on Friday, 
June 14, 2013 in Fort Smith, Arkansas.

Phil was born April 9, 1931 in Cedar Creek, 
Arkansas to Lester W. Stinson and Eula Ann 
(Nelson) Stinson. Phil was 82 years, 2 months 
and 5 days old.

Phil spent his early years in Arkansas, leaving 
to join the Air Force in 1950 where he proudly 
served his country during the Korean War. 
After leaving military service, Phil worked for 
General Motors; then worked as a contractor 
in Kansas City.

In the early 1970’s he returned to his 
childhood home, where he ran the family farm. He 
enjoyed hunting and spending time with his family.

Ph i l  wa s  a  be loved hu sba nd ,  f a t her 
and grandfather.

Phil leaves behind to cherish his memory, his 
beloved wife, Mary of the home, two children, 
Sherry Stinson of Bartlesville, Oklahoma and Bernie 
Stinson of Albuquerque, New Mexico. Papaw will 
forever be missed by two grandchildren, Bronson 
Stinson of Albuquerque, New Mexico and Benjamin 

Stinson of Hayworth, Oklahoma. Phil is 
survived by his dear mother-in-law, Bernice 
Thornton, of the home.

Phil will be missed by all that knew him and 
the many whose lives were impacted by him 
including a host of cousins, wonderful friends 
and loved ones.

Phil’s life celebration will be at 2:00 
p.m., Tuesday, June 18, 2013 at the Heritage 
Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron, Arkansas 
with Rev. Grady Parker and Rev. Waymon 
Hunt officiating.

Interment will follow in the Cedar Creek 
Cemetery in Cedar Creek, Arkansas.

Arrangements are being entrusted to the Heritage 
Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron, Arkansas.

Phil’s pallbearers will be Ben Stinson, Bronson 
Stinson, James Forbes, Buel Watts, Kenneth Stinson 
and John Hammons.

Phil’s visitation will be Monday, June 17, 2013 
from 11:00 a.m., until 9:00 p.m., at the Heritage 
Memorial Funeral Home in Waldron, Arkansas 
where Phil’s family will receive friends from 5:00 
p.m., until 7:00 p.m. n
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